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The great interest excited at the present time, 
for the intrepid adventurers to the Northern Hemi- 
sphere, has induced me to collect a few interesting 
and entertaining facts from .the narrations of the 
earlier voyagers in those regions, in order to 
• gratify the spirit of inquiry so desirable in youth. 
And, while thus informing them of discoveries 
then made, and transporting them with the bold 
travellers to regions before unknown, I trust that 
my endeavours to combine the useful with the 
^ entertaining will not be thrown away, and that 

r.. my young readers will be impressed with this 

conviction, that courage, resolution, and perae* 
jj verance, will support men through toils and 

^. dangers, and enable them to act an honourable 

\l and useful part in the service of their country. 

1* 
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I have given my narratioiis in as simple a 
style as possible, conceiving it better for young 
people to read the &cts and form their own 
conclusions, than to have an overdrawn picture 
presented to ihem, calculated merely for their 
amusement, and exciting an unhealthy taste for 
the marvellous and the fictitious. 
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12 FURNISHIKG THE SHIPS. 

Bailors ; Tom had already made one short voyage 
as midshipman, and Charles .would soon be old 
enough to do the same. 

How delighted were they, therefore, to see their 
favourite uncle come home, and how many ques- 
tions had they to ask about the real Hecla and its 
adventurous crew, who, as their father had told 
them, had been fbt many mofaths swrroutided hf 
ice and by perpetual winter in the regions of the 
North Pole. They asked him so many questions, 
that to satisfy the furiosity of these two boys was 
exceedingly difficult; and therefore uncle Richard, 
who, like most sailoris^ was Very good-natured, 
oflfered to enliven the long December evenings by 
relating to them, in regular ordef, all the adven- 
tures which had occurred dtiritig his voyaga 

The whole fieimily assembled in the evening to 
hear uncle Richard, but none listened Irith deeper 
interest than Tom and Charles, who fixed their 
eyes upon their unde as he began the following 
narrative : 

" I need not tell you, my boys, hoW desirable a 
thing it has been long considered, to discover ^ a 
liorth-west passage to the Pacific Ocean. 

"In 1818, Captain Ross had explored Baffin's 
Bay with a view to this object ; but the lateness of 
the season obliged him to return without effecting 
much. 

" A fresh expedition was planned for this pur- 
pose in the year 1819, and two ships were fitted 
out. The Hecla, Charles, somewhat larger than 
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yonder ship of your own building, which I saw 
moored up in the boat-house juflt now, was com- 
manded by Captain Pany ; and the Ghriper, which 
was a gun-brig of smaller dimensions, was com- 
manded by Lieutenant Idddon, Both ships to- 
gether contained ninety-four men, all of us, you 
may be sure, proud of serving in an expedition 
which might be of service to our country. It re- 
quired a stout heart, Charles, for we had a peril- 
ous enterprize in view ; the sailors, however, were 
cheered by the promise of double pay, and our- 
selves by the thoughts of such haj^y moments as 
these, when, our dangers being all over, we should 
be welcomed home again, and be relating our ex- 
ploits to our friends. 

"I must begin by telling you what provision 
was made' for our comforts in the regions of ice 
and snow to which we were bound, and where we 
might possibly be shut up for many a winter. 
Both ships had bee^ taken into dock scxne time 
previously to our departure, and made as strong 
as possible, and completely furnished with pro- 
visions for two years; warm clothing of every 
kind was supplied, together with a wolf's skin 
blanket for each man; and abundance of coals, 
which were stowed instead of ballast. . 

"We were all ready by April, but the wind 
being adverse, we were obliged to be taken in 
tow by a steamboat to Northfleet, and on the 20th 
of May we found ourselves rounding the northern 
point of the Orkney Islands; from thence you may 
2 



14 DESOLATE SITUATION. 

follow US on the map to Cape Farewell in Green* 
land, which we spied at a great distance on the 
15th of June. On the 18th we entered Davis's 
Strait, and fell in with the first stream of ice, 
through which we towed till our ships were im- 
moveably beset." 

"What do you mean by that, uncle?" asked 
Charles. 

"Why, Charles, they were literally stuck fast 
by ice ; little did you think, in the middle of the 
summer before last, while you were lying on the 
sunny bank near the pool, watching your own 
ship Hecla with her petty sails, that I was step- 
ping down the side of the real one upon a land of 
ice. In fact, we were now in a truly desolate situ- 
ation, and were for some days drifted about at the 
mercy of these shoals of ice. At last we spied 
land, and after eight hours' very hard labour, we 
succeeded in getting both ships into clear water. 
But picture to yourself a huge rock of frozen 
snow and ice towering above our heads, and 
threatening -our poor ships with instantaneous de- 
struction; and when I tell you that I counted 
fifty of those icebergs, as they are called, in one 
day, you will have some idea of our sensations. 
The swell of the sea dashing the loose ice against 
these bergs with a tremendous force, sometimes 
threw up a spray more than a hundred feet above 
them; and being accompanied by a noise re- 
sembling thunder, presented a scene of terrific 
grandeur. 



HUNTING THE POLAB BEAR. 15 

" Our only sport, if sport it could be called, was 
in chasing a heap of walruses, which lay huddled 
together on a piece of ice like pigs. These ani- 
mals are stupidly tame. They allowed our boats 
to approach quite near to them without attempt- 
ing to move; but when once disturbed, they 
dashed into the water with the greatest confusion. 
I remarked that walruses are amazingly difficult 
to kill : we struck one of them with our harpoons, 
the iron barb of which, as we afterwards found, 
had entered the heart, and yet it struggled so 
violently for ten minutes as to move the boat 
twenty or thirty yards along with it. 

" From the fat of this animal we laid in a win- 
ter's supply of oil for our lamps. The people of 
the Griper also killed a large white bear which 
came near the ship, but they were not able to' se- 
cure him, as his body sank amongst the ice and 
was lost. He was probably attracted toward the 
ship by the smell of some herrings which the men 
were frying, for these animals possess a very 
strong sense of smelling, and the Greenland sailors 
■^ften take advantage of this to entice them near 
their ships. 

"A few days after another large bear was seen on 
a piece of ice, and our people who were sent in a 
boat in pursuit of it succeeded in killing and 
getting it on board, which required some dexterity 
in first throwing a rope over the neck, as the ani- 
mals will sink immediately upon being mortally 
wounded. The Greenland seamen are very expert 



18 BAFFIN'S BAY. 

in thifl. It ifl cuHtomary for the whalers to have 
two or three lines coiled ap in their boats, which 
give them stability, and with good management 
makes it difficult for the bear, while swimming, to 
put his paw upon the gunwale, which they fre- 
quently endeavour to do ; whereas, with our boats, 
which are more light and easily turned, I have 
frequently seen a bear come near taking possession 
of them. We were therefore very cautious in 
attacking these ferocious creatures. We found a 
boarding pike the most useful weapon for this pur- 
pose, being much stronger than the lance used by 
the whalers, with which it was difficult to pene- 
trate the skin, and a musket ball was hardly 
more efficacious, except when the animal was very 
near. 

" We were now in Baffin's Bay, and though we 
got on tolerably well, yet our progress was much 
impeded by thick fogs, which often, indeed, placed 
us in considerable danger. One day we perceived 
that a current was drifting us towards an iceberg 
one hundred and forty feet high, while a floe or 
sheet of ice threatened to enclose us on the other 
side; we worked very ^ard to clear the berg, 
which we did just a few minutes before the floe 
dashed against it, and surrounded it on all sides. 

" Sometimes we were cheered by the sight of a 
stream of elear water between the ice, and then we 
sailed on swiftly ; and sometimes we sawed away 
the ice that stood in our way, and joyous work 
there was among the sailors when we secured our 
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FIELDS OF ICK. 17 

sliips in a ' natural dock,' as they called it, which 
was a kind of hollow or bay in a field of ice : our 
'Captain, on those occasions, ordered us an extra 
allowance of meat and spirits, and all hands were 
allowed to rest. 

" You must not suppose these fields of ice to 
have resembled the ice which covers your pool in 
winter, Charles ; I have seen some of them three 
times your height in thickness, and many miles in 
extent. Indeed it was well we had strong ships, 
for they had to encounter severe blows in their 
course through Baffin's Bay. However, we got on 
pretty well in spite of all difficulties, and steered 
our course, though somewhat crookedly, north- 
west towards Sir James Lancaster's Sound." 

Tom. " Now, uncle, please to stop while I look 
at the map for this sound." 

"You will soon find it, my boy," said uncle 
Eichard, " for until this voyage of ours there was 
not much known of the world beyond it. Captain 
Parry had commanded one of the ships in the last 
years expedition, and he felt confident that if he 
could get through these shoals of ice in the middle 
of Baffin's Bay, we should get two months of good 
sailing in a clear open sea. The event proved that 
he was right, for our well-built sturdy vessels, as- 
sisted by our commander's skill and perseverance 
(for a sailor can do nothing without perseverance, 
Charles,) got us through this barrier of ice, which 
was eighty miles across, in a season in which no 
one had ever attempted it before. 
2* 



18 Lancaster's sound. 

" Towards the latter end of July the icje gradually 
disappeared, and we were sailing in an open sea, 
with nothing to stop our progress but our consort 
the Griper, who wsfi rather tardy in her motions ; 
but, notwithstanding that, we soon had a sight of 
the high lands about Possession Bay, with a dis- 
tant view of the magnificent Byam Martin moun- 
tains. Every one was on deck to look at the 
flag-stajBF on Possession Mount, which had been 
erected in the former expedition, and to hail it as 
an old acquaintance; a few of us landed and 
strolled for three or four miles up the country, to 
pass away the time while the Griper was coming 
up. We could not, however, find a single tree, or 
any signs of human beings ; and after some few 
observations we returned to our ships, and set sail 
for the sound. 

" As it was the main object of our expedition 
very carefully to explore this sound, and if no pas- 
sage could be found this way, to go farther north ; 
and as the Griper continued to detain us so much. 
Captain Parry determined to go on without her, 
and accordingly, after leaving instructions with 
Captain Liddon where to meet again in case of 
separation, the Hecla added fresh sail and flew 
along, and soon came in sight of the northern 
shore of the sound. 

" Now look at this little drawing I made on the 
spot; follow the Hecla, Charles, along this line 
which marks her course, and if you could have 
looked on her deck that afternoon, you would 
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have beheld officers and men crowding with 
breathless anxiety in their looks, and listening 
with eagerness to the various reports jfrom the 
crow's nest." 

" The crow's nest, uncle ?" cried Charles, with 
some impatience, for he had begun to be so much 
interested that he was vexed to be interrupted by 
an expression which he could not understand. 

" Indeed, Charles, you must excuse an old sailor 
like me for making use of sea-phrases now and 
then, but I am willing enough to explain them. 
The crow's nest is a little round*house like a tub, 
placed at the mast's head, in which a man sits, who 
is called the look-out man, whose business it is to 
guide the ship through the ice, or to give notice 
of whatever objects he may spy. We had a dis- 
tant glimpse of Cape Castlereagh, which was situ- 
ated on the south of the sound ; and after that we 
sailed briskly along till midnight, and still found 
no land to impede our course down this magnifi- 
cent inlet Our hopes ran high. We passed a 
large bay, which we christened Croker's Bay ; and 
indeed we had busy work in providing names for 
every new cape and island, which we were now 
hourly discovering. • 

" But when I talk of land, you must not think 
of green fields, hedges, and trees : you must pic- 
ture to yourselves abrupt and craggy rocks topped 
with snow, rising boldly from the sea, in every 
variety of form and shape. 

"At last we came to a cape which we named 
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Cape Fellfoot, and which we thought terminated 
the coast ; and as it was very foggy, and we could 
not see far, we began to flatter ourselves that we 
had really entered the Polar Sea. But a report of 
land again damped our hopes, as it seemed this 
was only a bay which we had been passing. Cap- 
tain Parry named this Maxwell Bay. 

" As the weather was now very calm and thick, 
we amused ourselves with endeavouring to kill 
some of the white whales, which were swimming 
in numbers about the ships ; but they were cun- 
ning, and would not permit a boat to come near 
them without diving. I was near enough, how- 
ever, to hear one sing. You may laugh, Charles, 
but I can assure you it made a sound something 
like the musical glasses, when you clumsily attempt 
to play them ; and, strange to say, I heard it most 
distinctly while it was- swimming directly under the 
boat that I was in. 

" We saw here too some narwhals, or what the 
sailors call the sea-unicorn." 

" You have not told us," said Tom, " what was 
become of your consort the Griper, uncle, whom 
you left behind you, at the entrance of Sir James 
Lancaster's Sound." • 

" Oh, the Griper had overtaken us ; indeed it 
had made better speed, and had not been out of 
sight of its protector, the Hecla, for many days to- 
gether. 

"Well now, my boys, you have scon us ad- 
vance, by the middle of August, as far as Maxwell 
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Bay ; fenagioe us all fufl <rf the hopes of rtiaking 
discoveries, which we flattered ourselves would 
immortalize our natnes, when all at once we found 
our progress stopped by continued floes of ice, 
which an ice-blink warned us it would be useless 
to attempt to cut through." 

" What is that, uncle?" asked torn. 

"An ice-blink is a bright light in the atmos- 
phere, which shows that you are approaching ice, 
or land covered with snow. 

"Well, we steered our course southward, to 
escape from being surrounded by the ice, which a 
current was driving rapidly towards us, and we 
soon came in sight of some islands, which we 
named * Prince Leopold's Isles ;' we then entered 
a grand inlet to the south of the sound, and sailed 
a distance of 120 miles down it. The shores ap- 
pesufed to us to be formed by islands on each side 
of it, and at some fiiture time it might be thought 
V worth while to explore it, with a view to find an 
opening into Hudson's Bay ; but as our present ob- 
ject was to go westward, and as Captain Parry 
hoped that by this time the ice in the sound would 
have cleared itself oflE^ we made what expedition 
we could northward again. As we could not, 
however, proceed rapidly, we determined to ex- 
plore the eastern coast of this inlet, which we 
christened * Prince Begent's Inlet' Cape Kater, 
you perceive, is the southern extremity of our 
visit ; we sheltered along some cliflfe in a beautifiil 
little bay, to which we gave the name of ' Port 
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22 BARBOW'S STRAIT. 

BoweTs/ These clifib look like ruined towers and 
battlements, and fragments of the rocks were con- ^ 

stantlj tumbling one upon another. At last we 
came to the eastern extremity, which we called 
*Cape Yorky' in honour of the Duke of York, and 
took our leave of the inlet, after leaving traces of 
many of our friends, by naming points and bays 
after them." 

"Indeed, "uncle," exclaimed Charles, "I must 
go with you on your next voyage, for I think it 
must be delightful to find out new places and to 
give them names.'* 

" Well, wait, my little fellow, till I have finished 
my history before you decide upon accompanying 
Captain Parry in his next voyage. At the time I 
am now speaking of, it was certainly very exhilar- 
ating, and you will enter into the delight of the crew, 
on the certainty we all felt that we had at length 
disentangled ourselves of the land which forms the 
western side of Baffin's Bay, and that, in fact, we 
had actually entered the Polar Sea. Impressed 
with the hope that we had passed from one sea to 
another, our captain gave the name of Barrow's 
Strait to the opening through which we had made 
a passage from Baffin's Bay to Wellington Channel, 
in honour of Mr. Barrow, Secretary to the Admi- 
ralty, who has done so much in promoting northern 
discovery. It was now the middle of August, we 
had six good navigable weeks before us, our ships 
had suffered no injury, we had plenty of provisions, 
a navigable sea, and a crew in high health and 
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spirits, and resolute to do ^11 in their power to ac- 
complish the object of the expedition. Now you, 
Tom, who are so intently studying the map, place 
your finger upon Behring's Straits and Fly Cape, 
and draw it carefully along to the north-west corner 
of the newly .discovered Barrow's Strait Observe 
our ships, which are stationed in this corner, now 
steering their course in the direction of this line. 
The wind favoured us ; it is impossible to conceive 
anything more animating than the quick and unin- 
terrupted run which our ships took from Beechy 
Island across to Cape Hotham. Rapid motion, 
you know, always raisea the spirits; for who, 
Charles, would know it to be the same boy listening 
80 gravely to me now, who, at a game of cricket, is 
so full of boisterous mirth and glee? ' This feeliog 
was much increased in us by the slow and tedious 
manner in which our navigation had hitherto pro- 
ceeded in*these seas. Imagine our vexation and 
disappointment, then, when a report was issued 
from the crow's nest, that a body of ice lay directly 
across our passage! For some time no opening 
could be seen in it, but in about an hour, Lieuten- 
ant Beechy discovered one narrow neck, which 
consisted of loose pieces of ice, instead of one solid 
mass ; beyond which, there was a considerable ex- 
tent of open water. We immediately pushed the 
Hecla into this neck, and after a quarter of an 
hour's boring, we succeeded in getting her througli 
it The Griper followed in the opening we had 
made, and now again we were in an open sea, pur- 
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suing our oourse westward. We passed yarioos 
islands, the first of which we named * Lowter Isle/ 
the next *You»g/ and the next *Davy Island.' 
We had not a very distinct view of the shores of 
these islands, but thej were not in general so much < 

covered with snow as we had expected, nor were 
they very high. 

"Being once more stopped by ice, we landed 
for a while on a new island to the south-east, to 
which we gave the name of 'Byam Martin Island ;' 
here our eyes were once more gladdened by the 
traces of human beings : these consisted of heaps 
of stones placed in a circular form, which those 
who had visited those regions before, knew to be 
the remains of Esquimaux huts. In vain did we 
look for any living beings, rein-deer's horns and 
traces of the musk-ox alone met our eyes. 

"During this time we moored our ships to a 
floe, which afterwards became a common practice 
with us; we pursued our course westward, and 
soon came to another much larger idand, which 
appeared, however, to resemble Byam Martin 
Island in its general outline. We continued a 
westerly course, keeping land in sight, and naming 
every different point as we went on, till we reached 
that degree of west longitude, by arriving at which 
the Hecla and the Griper became entitled to the 
reward of five thousand pounds, which had been 
promised by the king, to be distributed among 
such of his subjects, as should reach the meridian 
of 110 degrees, in latitude 74. 
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"It was on a Sunday that Captain Parry an- 
nounced to us this joyful fact ; and I shall never 
forget the smile of honest satisfaction that appeared 
on the faces of my fellow seamen. 

"Thus we had completed one stage of our 
voyage, and, as if to make it the. more striking to 
all of us, we dropped anchor f<^ the first time, 
since leaving the coast of Norfolk. The pendants 
and enfiigns were hc»sted as soon as we kad an- 
chored, and we sailors shouted with joy, at seeing 
the British flag wave in those regions, which had 
till then been considered beyond the limits of the 
habitable world. But I must not omit to tell you 
that this was the celebrated Melville Isle, which 
you have beard me talk of so often, and that the 
bay in which we anchored, we named in honour 
of our stcHit ships the 'Bcqt of the Heda and the 
Griper.'" 

3 B 
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CHAPTER H. 

AIIUBEICENTS ON SHOBS. SHOOnNG AND HUNTINO. MB. FIFe's AD- 
YVNTimB ON 8HOBB. DANOSBODB POSmON OW THK SHIPS. TON 
ORIPKB DBIYKN ON BHORB. UEOTXNANT LIDDOM's ILLNESS AND 
FIRMNESS. SAILORS OUT A OANAL^ AND ANOHOR IN WINTER HAR- 
BOUR ON SVNDAT AFTERNOON, AT THE LATTER END OF THE 
MONTH or SEPTEMBER. 

" TTOWEVER flattering our success had been, 
you must remember that we had now to 
look forward to the speedy arrival of winter, for in 
those regions there is but little summer you know, 
and the rest of the year is one perpetual night ; 
consequently we could not hope to do much more 
this season. The few dark hours we began to ex- 
perience in the night already gave us much un- 
easiness, and the circumstance that we found it 
necessary to have the ships at those hours fastened, 
to a floe. 

"But, notwithstanding every impediment, Cap- 
tain Parry determined upon sailing on as long as 
he could through September, and therefore gave 
orders that every thing should be ready when the 
ice would admit of our sailing again. As we were 
compelled to be quiet for the present, we amused 
ourselves as well as we could : a party of us took 
our guns on shore to beat for game. We met 
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with a white hare, which it was difficult enoagh to 
trace, its white skin resembling so much the colour 
of the snow over which it scampered. A ptarmigan 
and a few snow-buntings fell to the lot of some of 
the best of our sportsmen, while I, who am but a 
clumsy hand at shooting, came home laden with 
two or three skulls of the musk-ox, and a few rein- 
deer's horns, the live animals of that kind being no 
where to be found. One of our straggling seamen 
was particularly welcome on his return, for he 
brought with him a lump of coal which he had 
picked up, and which proved to be tolerably 
abundant hereabout, and particularly valuable, 
from the circumstance of its giving a bright flame 
when it burns, so as to serve for the double pur- 
pose of fire and candles. Our impatience to get on 
was extreme, but it was madness to think of mov- 
ing, and our uneasiness was added to by a very 
alarming occurrence. Mr. Fife, with a party of 
six men from the Griper, had been despatched the 
day before in search of rein-deer and musk-oxen, 
and had not yet returned. As they had taken but 
little food with them, and as there had been a heavy 
fall of snow during the night, we were afraid they 
had lost their way. Lieutenant Liddon despatched 
three of his crew in search of them, but the snow 
made the atmosphere so thick, that these also lost 
their way, but they fortunately were at last guided 
by our rockets back to the ships, where they ar- 
rived at ten at night, exhausted with hunger and 
fiitigue, and unable to give any account of the ab- 
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sentees. The next day at daylight, I w&nty by 
Captain Parry's wish, and took the Hecla's fore- "i 

loyal-mast, npon which I hoisted a large ensign, 
and planted it npon a hill four or five miles inland. 
We thought the wanderers conld hardly fail to see 1 

this, and that it would be a more certain method 
of goiding them to the ships than sending oixt jt 

parties^ which, indeed, it woold hare been almost < 

crael to do; bat the snow fell so thick that this 
plan failed. 

" Another night passed, therefore, without any ' 

tidings of the stragglers, and we were aU anxi^y 
to know their fate. i 

^* Next morning four parties were despatched in i 

different directions, all carrying with t&em pikes 
on whidit flags were fSastened. These pikes they i 

pnt into the giound at intervals as they went on, 
in order both to mark the path by whidb they might ^ 

retnm, and to warn tbe nnhaj^y wastderers if they ^ 

came near them, that relief was at hand ; and to 
eadi pike there was a bottle fixed, in which was a j 

slip of paper, giying notice that provisions would 1 

be met with at the large flag-staff on the hilL 

^^Tbe whole of that day there was the moat I 

piercing cold wind, and a constant drifting snow, 
and our horror was extreme when we found the 
sun setting for the third time fflince these poor fel- . 

lows had left the ship. Our joyful feelings may be 
guessed when we heard the Griper's signal that her ' j 
men, or some of them, were found. Part only as 
yet were returned, without Fife, and Uiey told us 
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CAPE PROVIDENCE. 29 

that they had lost their way a few hours after leav- 
ing the ship, and that they had wandered about till 
they saw the flag-staff. Mr. Fife fancied this flag 
was one which had been hoisted some time before, 
and walked another way with two of the men, while 
these four made for the flag-staff. They halted for 
the night on their way, and made a sort of hut of 
stones and turf to shelter them from the weather, 
and kindled a little fire with moss and gunpowder 
to warm their feet: and, fortunately, they never 
wanted food,, being able to supply themselves with 
raw grouse, which they shot and eat. 

" We were just going to despatch some parties in 
search of Fife, when news was brought that he was 
seen returning with his two men. They had been 
three nights exposed to the dreadful cold, and were 
much exhausted by cold and fJEitigue; their toes 
and fingers were frost-bitten, and required great 
care from our medical gentleman before they could 
be cured. 

" We had great reason to be thankful for their 
return, for the following night was so severe that 
it is scarcely possible they could have survived it. 
In gratitude for this act of mercy, we named the 
spot * Cape Providence.' 

" If this does not present to you some idea of the 
increasing dangers of our situation, I will endeavour 
to describe to you the situation of our ships, when 
I drew this little picture. You know the danger 
to ships of being on shore : well, we were sailing 
with a fair wind along-side of the main-land, but 
8* 
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so BANOKROt'S SITUATION. 

our progresB was delayed by yoBng, or what ire 
call bay ice, which is ice newly frozen, and which 
requirea efforts to cat through, although it is not 
sufficient entiiely to stop us. We were as near 
shore as we could well be without danger, when we 
perceived a field of thick ice driven by a strong 
current against us, which threatened momentarily 
to dash us against the land. Nothing could have 
saved us from immediate destruction had there not 
been a mass of thick ice, or iceberg, projecting 
from the main land, on each side of which one of 
our ships was forced by the drifted ice to take 
shelter. We were within a hundred yards of this 
point, when we saw the floe dash against it with a 
tremendous crash, piling up enormous fragments 
of ice in a most terrific manner, and thankful in- i 

deed were we at having escaped a situation from 
which no human skill could have saved us." i 

" Oh ! my dear uncle," cried Charles, who had ! 

been almost breathless during this account, " how 
I rejoice at your escape, and that your poor Heda , 

was not run aground ; but do tell me why the good 
Griper, your consort, is drawn in that foriorn situa- 
tion, all on one side, as if she were already light- 
ened of her crew, and half filled with water." 

" I will tell you, my boy, for our calamities ap- 
peared to be hourly multiplying. We passed a , . 
fearful night, surrounded by terrors. In the morn- 
ing we perceived numerous floes which threatened 1 
us ; some of them missed the Hecla by a hundred \ 
yards ; but, at length we perceived one moving up 
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to the Griper, and we saw her %xan on ker side so 
much, that we had no doubt she had been foreed on 
shore. Indeed it was too true, and what made it 
tnore melaneholy, vfm that its commander, Lieute* 
nant Liddon, was suffering from illness, which had 
been much increased from the laat fortnight's dis- 
asters, and the severe weather. 

" We sent some of our men round to assist the 
Griper in her distress; and Captain Parry was 
anxious that Lieutenant Liddon should be removed 
to the Hecla : but he refused, saying that he would 
be the last man instead of the first to quit his ves- 
sel ; and accordingly he remained seated against 
the side of the deck, during the greater part of the 
day, giving the necessary wders." 

"I like him for it, uncle," cried Charles; "I 
hope, mamma, that you will let me call that firm- 
ness, and not obstinacy." 

"I will allow you, my boy," answered his 
mamma, " and I agree with you in admiring that 
firmness of resolution, which made him persevere 
in performing his duty, notwithstanding his bodily 
sufferings." 

" The Griper, our distressed consort," continued 
uncle Richard, " was not very long before she was 
afloat again ; but the unpromising appearance of 
the ice, the advanced season, and the risks we had 
undergone for some days past, made our com- 
mander think that it was time to look out for 
winter quarters. 

'^ The young ice was forming so rapidly, that we 
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were convinced that it was owing to the strong 
winds alone that the sea was not entirely frozen 
over in these parts ; and it seemed not improbable, 
that if the weather continued calm for fonr and 
twenty hours we might be obliged to pass the win- 
ter in our present exposed situation. It was unani- 
mously agreed, therefore, that it would be the 
wisest plan to put back into the bay of the Hecla 
and the Griper, which promised the best shelter. 
We anchored at the south of this bay, but found 
that it would be necessary to cut a canal of about 
two miles in length, through the ice, before we 
could plant ourselves into the harbour which we had 
decided upon. The sailors set to work to cut this 
canal with great spirit, and being fond of doing 
things in their own way, had several new contri- 
vances to help thera on. For instance, look here, 
Charles, these blocks of ice were to be floated out 
of the canal, as soon as they had cut them ; and to 
do this the easier, they fastened these old boat sails 
to them, by which a northerly breeze soon wafted 
them into the open part of the sea. 

" But the cutting of this canal was very tedious 
work, our first day's task took us till midnight to 
finish, and on the second we found that it was ne- 
cessary to sink the blocks of ice under the floe, in- 
stead of floating them out, as the entrance of the 
canal, through which the ships had passed, was 
now frozen. We accomplished this difficult job in 
the following manner: some of our men stood 
upon one end of the block of ice which was to be 
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sunk, while others on the floe dragged the opposite 
end towards them. Officers and all joined in the 
employ, and many of them frequently stood during 
the whole day up to their knees in water which 
was nearly as cold as ice. In the eyening we 
moved the ships ; the Griper, you observe, is fes- 
tened to the Hecla, and the two ships' companies 
in parties on each bank dragged the ships along by 
ropes fastened to the Hecla. 

" Oar work ims not completed by Sunday, which 
we would gladly have made a day of rest^ but we 
were afraid of being frozen up entirely, as the ice 
was forming with great rapidity. On Sunday after- 
noon, however, we finished it. Our shipMS were 
safely anchored in a harbour, to whieh we gave the 
name of Winter Harbour ; and a group of islands 
which we had discovered to the north we called 
the * North Qeoigian Islands,* in honour of our 
King George the Fourth, who had given such great 
encouragemwit to the prosecution of useful dis- 
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CHAPTER III. 
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PARE A theatre; LIEUTENANT BEEOHY STAGE-MASTER. OBSER- 
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TURE OF JOHN PEARSON. EXTRAORDINARY EFFECTS OF GOLD. 
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SHIPS OUT AWAY. TAKE LEAVE OF THE SUN FOURTH OF NOVEM- 
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"TTEEE we are, then, my boys, at rest from all 
our toils ; but do you envy us our situation, 
Charles, shut up in the midst of ice and snow for 
eight or ten months to come, some of which must 
be passed in utter darkness? We had many se- 
rious evils to face, such as you who stay at home, 
and have a good fire always to go to, and good food 
of every kind to sustain you, little dream of But 
to face evils steadily is half to conquer them, and 
therefore we set to work to arrange every thing in 
the best manner that we could. 

"The masts of the ships were dismantled, and 
we formed on the deck of the Hecla a kind of 
housing, by planks covered with thick cloth, such 
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as wagons are covered with, and this sheltered the 
upper deck from the wind and snow. The upper 
deck was cleared, to enable the crew to take exer- 
cise there when the weather was too severe for 
them to go on shore. We were so anxious to pre- 
serve our ropes, and a variety of other things, that, 
we took unnecessary trouble ; if we had had more 
experience we should have known, that to suflFer 
the fine snow to fall upon them would have pro- 
tected them better than any plan we could have 
devised. 

" The next thing to be considered was the health 
and the comfort of the men. They had hitherto 
enjoyed very good health, except Lieutenant Lid- 
don, who was now, however, much recovered. 
Captain Parry first took measures to have tbeir 
berths made dry and warm; then, both for the 
sake of health and economy, it became necessary 
to reduce the allowance of food. Donkin's pre- 
served meat, and vegetable soup, were distributed 
instead of so much salt meat, and an allowance 
was made of pickles and vinegar, to keep off the 
scurvy. Each man was' forced to diink some lime 
juice mixed with sugar every day. I can assure 
you that sailors are no better than children when 
their own health is concerned, for if some of us 
had not stood by all the while, this potion would 
never have been drunk. How to amuse and oc- 
cupy ourselves was the next, and a very important 
consideration." 

"Oh,", exclaimed Charles, "I should not have 
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been long m fixing upon that^ voele : yon could 
skate and slide, and you oould buiM snow kouses, 
and hunt the white hares, and set fbx^^tn^ and a 
hundred other things." 

" Well done, Charles, with your hundred other ^ 
things. In some respects, indeed, we did as you 
would have done, we hunted all the anknals we 
could find. Very few deer fell to our lot, for the 
tamer animals migrated at the end cf October, and 
left us nothing but wolves and foxes to keep us 
company. We had fox-traps too ; and one day 
Captain Sabine's servant, in looking at one-of these 
traps, was followed by a white bear almost all the 
way back to the ships, from which several balls 
were aimed at him, but the sly feUow made his 
escape. This was the only bear we saw all through | 

the winter, and it was of a pure white : I was in j 

hopes of bringing you home a beautiful little white 
fox, but it died in its passage ; he paid our ship a 
visit one night, and I succeeded lin catching him. 
You cannot imagine, Charles^ how the poor little j 
creature shrunk and trembled whenever a wolf was ! 
heard to howl near the ships; I canuot help fancy- 
ing from that circumstance, that diey are hunted by I 
wolves in their wild state. As for wolves, we ms^ 
to hear them liowl most piteously on the beach for 
hours together, but we seldom saw many at a time, 
and they were -shy of coming near us^ and never 
attacked any of us, even when evidently suffering 
from hunger. j 
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' "And now for our other amusements: what 
think you, Charles, of acting plays ?^ 

" If you had but had a playhouse, uncle ?" 

^*So we thought, and we set to work to have 
one prepared, and Lieutenant Beechy was ap- 
pointed stage-master; and the 5th of November 
we fixed upon for our first performance, as that is 
a grand holiday, you know. 

"While our theatre was preparing, we set on 
foot a weekly newspaper, which we called the 
North Georgian Gazette and Winter Chronicle; 
Captain Sabine was editor, and it was written by 
the officers of both ships ; many an hour being thu^ 
occupied which otherwise might have been passed 
in thinking of our gloomy situation. 

"Captain Sabine, who was astronomer to the 
expedition, sent a party of the men to build an ob- 
servatory on shore, as well as a house to hold the 
clocks and instruments. This house was built of 
fir planks, which had been brought in the ships 
for the purpose of building spare boats with, and the 
walls were made double, the space between being 
filled up with moss, by which means a single stove 
could warm it. A house of snow, Charles, might 
not, perhaps, have answered the purpose, but it 
would have been much easier to build than this, 
for the ground was frozen so hard, that it was with 
the greatest difficulty we could dig holes for the 
upright posts to be put in. 

"While thus employed we had reason to be 
thankful for the safe situation of our ships in the 
4 
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harbour, for on the very night of their arrival, the 
thermometer fell to one degree, and the sea was 
observed the next day to be quite frozen over as 
far as could be seen from the highest hills, nor was 
any more water visible from this time. 

" The following incident will give you some idea 
of the cold which we had to suffer even in this 
early stage of the winter, for it was only on the 
10th of October that one of our sailors nearly lost 
his life from it : this was John Pearson, who went 
with a party of other sailors to hunt some deer. 
A stag was wounded, and, in the eagerness of the 
men to secure him, they forgot the order of the 
captain, that every person should be on board be- 
fore sunset, and they did not return till late. John 
Pearson was the last of all the party, and had im- 
prudently gone out without his mittens, and with a 
musket in his hand. A party of our people most 
providentially found him, although the night was 
very dark, just as he had fallen down a steep bank 
of snow, and was beginning to feel very drowsy ; 
and I dare say you know, that if he had indulged 
this drowsiness, and gone to sleep, it would have 
proved fatal to him. 

" As it wa3, when he was brought on board his 
fingers were quite stifl^ and bent to the form of that 
part of the musket which he had been carrying; 
and his hands were so severely frost-bitten, that a 
short time afterwards the surgeon was obliged to 
cut off three of his fingers. 

" I remarked in this man, and in several others 
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whom I have since seen, who have been exposed 
to extreme cold, that it affects the. mind no less 
than the body. He looked very wild, and spoke 
thick and unintelligible, exactly like a person who 
is intoxicated, so that, if I had not been sure that 
he could not have been drinking on shore, I should 
have thought that he deserved punishment for get- 
ting drunk. 

"We experienced also a serious inconvenience 
from the loss of our lemon juice ; the bottles which 
contained it being burst by the frost. The whole 
C9ntents being frequently frozen into a solid mass, 
except a small portion of highly -concentrated acid 
in the centre, and this in most ca^es having leaked 
out, the ice, when thawed, was found to be little 
better than water. Two-thirds of our lemon juice 
was thus destroyed, the remainder was saved by 
removing it from near the ship's side 'where it had 
been stowed, and placing it amidships. The vine- 
gar also became frozen in the casks in the same 
way, and lost a great deal of its acidity when 
thawed. But, fortunately, there had been sent 
out with us on trial, a few gallons of highly con- 
centrated vinegai*, which, when exposed to a tem- 
perature of twenty-five degrees below zero, con- 
gealed only into a consistence resembling honey. 
This, when mixed with six or seven times its own 
quantity of water, was sufficiently acid for every 
purpose. 

" To prevent the sailors from losing their way 
again, Captain Parry ordered finger-posts to be set 
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up on all the hills, about two or three miles from 
Winter Harbonr." 

"Prajy uncle,'' asked the srefleeting Tom, "at 
what time did your real winter begin ; I mean^ 
when did you lose sight of the sun altogether?" 

"About the middle of October we took leave of 
the sun for four nwnths ; it continued, indeed, to 
rise for a few hours every day until the 4th of No- 
vember, but the weather was so thick that it was 
not visible to us. From half past nine till half past 
two we could just see in the captain^s cabin to write 
and read, the rest of the time we lived by can- 
dlelight. The sky was extremely beautiful at 
the setting and the rising of the sun at this pe- 
riod, the rich blueish purple round the horizon 
being crowned with an arch of the most brilliant 
red. 

" We were all of us rather dull on the 4th of 
November, when, as I have told you, the sun had 
set not to rise on us again for a long timq. How 
could we tell whether our fuel might not be con- 
sumed before we again could hope to welcome its 
beams, and what should then prevent our provi- ^ 
sions frotn being frozen and spoiled, and ourselves 
all dying of cold and hunger ? 

" Our captain knew that, of all the evils we had 
to encounter, want of employment was the worst, 
and, therefore, he proposed to us to act our first play 
on the following day, and accordingly we perform- 
ed the farce of ^ Miss in her Teens,^ much to the 
amusement of the sailors, whose mirth was very 
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great at seeing some of their officers stoop to per- 
form the character of young ladies." 

"You must have found the hours pass rather 
tediously most days, I think, uncle," said Charles, 
" if you could not go out of the ship ?" 

" I will tell you what our daily occupations were, 
and you shall judge if we did not contrive to keep 
the enemy, idleness, out tolerably well. Our offi- 
cers and quarter-masters were divided into four 
watches, which were regularly kept, and the re- 
mainder of the ship's crew were allowed to pass 
the night undisturbed., At six all the crew got up, 
and both decks were well rubbed with stones and 
warm sand. -At eight both officers and men sat 
down to breakfast; and at a quarter past nine the 
muster took place on the quarter-deck, and a strict 
examination j>f the cleanliness of each man's per- 
son, and whether his clothing was in good condi- 
tion and sufficiently warm. 

" The captain and one or two more officers then 
generally went down to visit the lower deck, while 
the men were allowed to walk or run round the 
upper one. Every little piece of ice which was 
frozen in the night was cleared away from the 
berths, to prevent the dampness occasioned by 
the warmth of the breath melting this ice. The 
bed places were very difficult to be kept dry, as 
we were afraid of burning a fire constantly on 
the lower deck, * for fear of consuming too many 
coals. 

" Captain Parry took the opportunity of seeing 
4* 
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those who were on the sick list, and consulting the 
surgeon as to their comforts and recovery. 

"The men were then allowed to go on shore 
till noon, when they returned on board and dined ; 
when the weather would not admit of this, they 
were ordered to run round and round the deck, 
keeping step to a tune on the organ, or to a song^ 
of their own singing. Some of the men did not 
like this mode of taking exercise ; but when they 
found that the captain had fixed upon it for their 
good, and that no excuse wquld be taken, they 
cheerfully complied, and made it an occasion of 
much mirth and frolic. 

"The oflftcers dined at two, and rambled for a 
few hours^ even on the darkest days, on shore, 
except when there was a very heavy snow-drift. 
There was little to amuse or interest us on shore, 
as we seldom extended our walks above one or 
two milefei, for fear of a sudden snow-drift, which 
would have prevented our return to the ships. 
If we looked towards the sea, one unbroken sheet 
of ice was before us ; if we turned to the land, snow 
alone presented itself to our view, with here and 
there a small patch of brown, bare ground. There 
was something rather melancholy in the scene, 
when viewed from the summit of the neighouring 
hills, on a calm quiet day. Not an object on which 
the eye could rest with pleasure till it reached our 
own dimmuti ve colony, where the smoke of several 
little fires showed the presence of man, and the 
sound of a few voices, which could be heard at a 
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great distance during the cold weather, broke the 
death-like stillness which reigned around. 

"In the* afternoon, the men^were employed on 
the lower-deck, drawing and knotting yarns for the 
rigging, and prejiyaring other little requisite con- 
veniences. At six the same muster and examina- 
tion of the crew took place as in the morning ; the 
sailors then went to their supper, the officers to 
their tea; after which the men were allowed to 
amuse themselves as they pleased. Dancing, ding- 
ing, and. games of all kinds (for sailors are jolly 
men, Charles,) went on till nine, when they went 
to bed, and lights were extinguished. 

" I suppose I need hardly tell you, that we offi- 
cers spent our evenings somewhat more gravely ; 
reading and -jjvriting, a game at chess, or a tune on 
the flute or violin, being our chief employments. 

" On Sundays, divine service was performed on 
board each of the ships, and a sermon read ; and 
it was pleasing to see the attention paid by our 
Bailors to their religious duties. 

"We acted plays once a fortnight, and they 
continued a source of great amusement. Unfor- 
tunately we had but few plays with us, and it was 
difficult to vary them sufficiently. Some of the 
officers, therefore, whom we called our authors, 
because they were better skilled in the use of their 
pen than most of us, set to work, and composed a 
musical entertainment for a Christmas piece. 

" They with great ingenuity adapted it to our 
audience, and to the situation in which we were 
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placed, and alluded to the success we had already 
met with in so happy a manner, as at once to pro- 
duce entertainment, and to encourage hopes of the 
ultimate success of the expedition. 

" You will perhaps wonder hoV we could mark 
each day, when the total absence of the sun had 
placed us in perpetual night. 

" The whole face of nature was indeed com- 
pletely changed to us, but it was far from being so 
gloomy as you would imagine. A considerable 
twilight about noon denoted the return of day, and 
in clear weather, a beautiful arch of red liglft over- 
spread the horizon to the south, for an hour or two 
before and after noon." ^ 

" That was a very short day, uncle ; and had you '* ** 
light enough then to see to read ?" asked Tom. 

" Yes, Tom," answered his uncle. " Christmas 
came without bringing with it utter darkness ; in- 
deed the reflection of light from the snow, in ad- 
dition to the occasional presence of a bright moon, 
prevented us from experiencing at any time the ^^. 
gloomy night which occurs in more temperate -| 

climates. ♦• 

" Great care was taken, all the while the sun was 
under the horizon, to keep regular hours for our 
meals ; and as the days shortened very gradually, 
we did not feel the approach of the shortest day, 
though we were not sorry when it had passed. 
"We spent our Christmas-day as much as possible 
in the same manner as we should have done at 
home. After divine service the men had fresh 
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meat at dinner, and rather more grog, to drink the 
health of their friends in England. The officers 
had a piece of roast beef, which, strange to say, had 
been kept without salt in our ship since May. 

" A great many frost-bites occurred at this period, 
even when the men were walking quickly for exer- 
cise, and they were very difficult to heal on account 
of the extreme cold ; and much injury to the general 
health of the men was apprehended, from the long 
confinement necessary for their cure. Mr. Edwards, 
our medical man, thought the stiff leather of their 
boots prevented circulation ; and Captain Parry, in 
consequence, ordered a pair of canvas boots, lined 
with woollen stuff, to be made for every man; 
after which there were few frost-bites in the feet. 

"The latter end of December the weather 
changed, and the year closed with milder weather 
than we had experienced for two months." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

tKJURVT. SAL AB' BIDS. BRILLIANT APPEARANOK OF AUBOKA BOREALIS. 
LIGHT BEAPPEAB8 THE LATTER END OF JANUARY, AND THE STARS 
ARE NO LONGER TISIBLE AT NOON. THE SUN SEEN AGAIN . ON 
FEBRUARY 3, 20 MINUTES BEFORE NQpN. WORK BY DAY-LIGHT 
THE MIDDLE OF THE MONTH. STONES COLLECTED TO FORM BAL- 
LAST. FROST-BITES.' DELIGHT OF THE MEN WHEN THE FROST 
6ITBS WAY. THE HOUSE ON SHORE REBUILT. THEATRE CLOSED. 
RETURNING SUMMER. THE MUSK-OX, REIN-DEER, AND PTARMIGAN 
REAPPEAR. SHOOTING EXCURSION. SNOW-BLINDNESS. THE SHIPS 
LAUNCHED AND EXAMINED. RAIN FALLS. IVORY GULLS SEEN. 

"J AM very impatient for you to continue your 
. story, uncle," cried Charles, the following even- 
ing, when seated as usual at the round table, " and 
I can assure' you, I have heard nothing yet that 
should prevent me from still wishing to make a 
voyage to the Arctic regions." 

" And I believe you have heard the worst of it 
too," continued uncle Eichard ; though in January 
the severe weather returned, and the scurvy began 
to make its appearance among us. As this com- 
pjamt IS supposed to arise from salt dry food, we 

st^Tr nil'"' ^'^''"^^" ^^^P^' lemon-juice and 
towh-rn ' ^'^^'^^^ and spruce beer; added 
^ which. Captain Parry had a constant supply of 

« <»«>«i, placed in a warm situation near 
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the stove-pipes. These are never-failing remedies, 
and our patients were tot long in being cured. 

" You may be surprised, perhaps, that you have 
not heard me mention the Aurora Borealis, which 
is a phenomenon which displays itself in the north- 
ern regions, affording some recompense for the an- 
nual loss of the sun's presence for so many weeks. 
Hitherto we had been disappointed, having seen 
only a few faint appearances of it ; but about the 
middle of January we were gratified by a very 
brilliant display of it. I should attempt in vain to 
convey an idea of the beauty of this magnificent 
phenomenon : the luminous arch, which before we 
had seen only of a pale light, was now most bril- 
liant, being broken into a thousand irregular masses, 
streaming rapidly in different directions and vary- 
ing every moment, sometimes resembling in shape 
a snake curling itself about, and sometimes a shep- 
herd's crook : it is said that a sound is usually 
heard from the Aurora Borealis, but we listened 
and could hear none. 

"We now began to watch for the first reap- 
pearance of the sun, and for nine days, all on board 
took it by turns to look out for it from the mast's 
head, one person not being able to watch long to- 
gether, for fear of suffering from frost-bites. 

* " At twenty minutes before noon, on the third 
of February, we saw the sun for the first time for 
eighty-four days ; we could now see to work on the 
outside of the ships from eight till four, and de- 
lighted enough we were, to employ ourselves ^bout 
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something useful for the equipment of the ships. 
Our first job was to collect stones for ballast, for it 
was calculated that the Hecla alone would require, 
in the spring, nearly seventy tons, to make up for 
the loss of weight in stores and provisions that had 
been consumed. We brought the stones down 
upon sledges about half a mile to the beach, where 
they were broken to a convenient size, and weighed 
in scales which we erected on the shore for the 
purpose. 

" The coldest season was now approaching, but 
the animating presence of the sun made us rather 
imprudent; for instance. Captain Parry was so 
anxious to enjoy daylight, and to save the candles, 
that he ordered the stern windows of his cabin to 
be uncovered. The cold then became so great, 
that for several weeks, it was impossible to sit in it 
without being warmly wrapped up, so that we used 
to throw off our great coats when we went on deck, 
and could warm ourselves by exercise, and put 
them on again, when we went down in the cabin. 

" One day, when the men were running on deck 
for exercise, the house on shore, which you remem- 
ber we had built to put our clocks, etc. in, was seen 
to be in a blaze of fire ; officers and men all ran to 
extinguish it, and by pulling off the roof with ropes, 
and knocking down a part of the sides, and throw- 
ing snow upon the flames, we succeeded in extin- 
guishing them in about three-quarters of an hour, 
and saved our clocks and other instruments lodged 
there. After removing these, and covering the 
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Tuins with snow, we returned on deck till more 
temperate weather should enable us to dig out the 
rest of the things : we then^ had a general muster of 
the ship's companies, to see that all had put on dry 
clothes, after which, they were employed in drying 
the wet ones till dinner. When assembled at the 
fire, our faces presented a singular appearance,^ al- 
most every nose and cheek being white with frost- 
bites, while our medical gentlemen, and two or 
three others fixed upon to assist them, were going 
from one to the other rubbing the affected parts 
with snow, which, strange as it may seem, is the 
only remedy in these casea Notwithstanding such 
good care was taken, we had sixteen men added,to 
the sick list, in consequence of this accident, and 
four or five men were confined for several'weeks.. 
Captain Sabine's servant indeed suffered much 
more severely ; he and Sergeant Martin, were in 
the house at the time the fire broke out, and, 
anxious to save the dipping needle, of which they 
knew the value, they immediately ran out with it 
into the open air; Captain Sabine's servant had 
not time to put his gloves on, and in half an hour 
his hands were so benumbed, that when taken on 
board by Mr. Edwards, and his hands plunged in 
cold water, they literally caused the surface of the 
water to freeze ; and, poor fellow, though all that 
was possible was done for him, he was forced some 
time after, to have part of four fingers cut off from 
one hand, and three from the other. 

" If this adventure does not satisfy you, my little 
5 
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fellow, that we had something to endure in this 
pitiless region, what would you have said if you 
had witnessed the excessive joy that showed itself 
on board our ships, on the first appearance of milder 
weather? 

" It was now March, and we daily watched in 
hopes of perceiving some change in the snow which 
surrounded us. 

" At length we found that the snow had melted 
a little upon the black paint pf the Hecla's stern, 
and this was a pleasing sight 

" We took advantage of these few days of milder 
weather to rebuild the house on shore, which we 
accomplished in a very short tima Soon ^ter this 
we performed our last plays, having plenty of 
work now for the sailors, in preparing the ship for 
sailing again. The Citizen, and the Mayor of 
Garratt, were the forces, and our poets composed 
an address on the closing of the North Georgian 
Theatre. We were not, however, at present grati- 
fied Tyith much spring weather; April piissed in 
the same manner as the former month ; the snow 
drifted so much, that we were sometimes obliged to 
dig out the sentries when they were to be relieved. 
It was not till the second week in May when a 
ptarmigan was killed, and the first tracks of rein- 
deer, and musk oxen traced, which was a proof that 
they return fi'om their migration during this month. 
We had now constant daylight, the sun never dis- 
appearing below the horizon. When the birds be- 
came more plentiful. Captain Parry ordered that 
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they should be given to the invalids, and the 
" game laws" again issued : by which all the game 
caught became public property, and were served 
out the same as other food, without any distinction 
between the officers and the men. 

'* In consequence of going out to shoot so much, 
a new disorder was introduced among us, which is, 
in cold countries, called "snow-blindness." It 
causes a sensation as if dust or sand were thrown 
into the eyes, and i^ cured by the Indians by hold- 
ing the eyes over a steam from warm water. We 
found a preparation of lead mixed with cold water 
a certain cure, but, in order to prevent its occur- 
rence, every man was provided with a short black 
crape veil to wear when he went out." 

Charles. " You must have looked like a band 
of ruffians in disguise, uncle." 

" I suppose some of our officers thought so, for 
they contrived something instead, and this was a 
pair of spectacles with black or green crape in the 
place of the glasses, which were found to heat the 
eyes. 

" Towards the middle of May we began to cut 
the ice round the ships. We found it to our joy 
to be only six feet thick, although in the middle 
of the harbpur it averaged four-and-twenty feet : 
this was partly owing to the thick snow which 
covered it, and partly to our having cut round the 
ships daily as long as we could at the beginning 
of the winter. We began our operations by dig- 
ging a large hole under the stem in order to enter 
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the saw: this alone occupied us two whole days* 
A few men only could labour at this ; while the 
rest of the crew were employed in clearing away 
the snow and rubbish from the ship's side, and in 
cutting a trench with axes two feet wide and four 
feet and a half in depth, by which means they left 
only eighteen inches for the saws to work upon. 

" The saw being entered in the hole, under the 
stem, was worked in the usual manner, and small 
pieces of ice were occasionally broken off t|y hand- 
spikes and ice-chisels, and hooked out piece by 
piece. 

"This cold and tedious operation lasted nine 
days, and on the tenth the ship suddenly disen- 
gaged herself from the ice, and was once again 
* launched,' as our sailors wer-e pleased to call it. 

" An examination now took place of our stores 
and provisions, and the Griper was supplied with 
her allowance, which the Hecla had carried for 
her. Our ships' crews were all alive ; some of us 
were busy breaking stones for ballast, other hands 
were occupied m getting out the sails and boats; 
carpenters, armourers, coopers, and sail-makers, all 
were at their work, bustling and busy I 

" As for my employment, or rather amusement, 
I defy you to guess what it was. I laid out a little 
garden, and planted it with radishes, onions, mus- 
tard, and cress. But, alas I notwithstanding all 
my care and attention, when the end of July came, 
my radishes were only an inch in length, and my 
other seeds failed utterly. Not even a single crop 
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of mustard and cress could be raised in the open 
air, and we were obliged to be content with what 
could be grown in Captain Parry's cabin, where 
they could always be raised without difficulty. 
Some common store peas, however, were found to 
thrive ; and if we had discovered this sooner, we 
might at least have cultivated a quantity of the 
leaves of this plant, which, boiled as greens, would 
have been a great treat to persons like us, who had 
been without fresh vegetables for more than ten 
months." 

" And all this time, uncle," asked Tom, " were 
you without the sight of one green field or tree ?" 

" Indeed, Tom, we were," answered uncle Eich- 
ard; "but towards the latter end 6f May the 
brown soil of the country showed itself in patches ; 
here and there, too, we discovered roots of the 
sorrel among tufts of moss, and with joy we hailed 
the appearance of this plant, which is a valuable 
preventive and cure for the scurvy, but there were 
as yet no leaves upon it. 

" If you remember, Tom, it was September, and 
the winter was set in, when we sheltered ourselves 
within this memorable harbour : we had therefore 
no opportunity of knowing what were the produc- 
tioiis of the country we were near. Hitherto all 
had been wrapt up in one white mantle of snow : 
the Table Hill was the most distant object that we 
had explored, and its surface appeared to be com- 
posed of sand and masses of lime-stone, white and 
brown, and disagreeable to the smell when broken. 
5* 
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The Table Hill itself was about five miles from the 
harbour, and formed a conspicuous object. In our 
excursion there we found a little pool of fresh 
water, of melted snow, with which we filled a bot- 
tle ; it was the first that we had seen since Septem- 
ber, and was a sign to us of an approaching thaw. 
On the 24th we felt a few drops of rain, and the 
same evening were agreeably surprised with a smart 
shower, which was succeeded by several others,- 
To see water in a fluid state at all, and to see it 
falling from the heavens, was to us so remarkable, 
that I believe every soul of us was on deck to wit- 
ness this phenomenon. This rain made little pools 
upon the ice, which remained fourteen days with- 
out being firozen. Two ivory gulls were reported 
to be seen upon the same day." 
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HABBOUB. 

" T^^ERY thing now being in order within the 
ships, Captain Parry felt anxious to explore 
the country before he left it, and he therefore de- 
termined upon making an expedition on land till 
the ice would set the ships jfree. You may be as- 
sured that I was among the numerous volunteers 
to accompany him. We were twelve of us alto- 
gether, and were supplied with provisions for three 
weeks. Two tents, formed by blankets spread 
across pikes, with stones laid upon the foot of the 
blankets, made us a comfortable and portable 
shelter. These tents, our provisions, and conjuror 
or cooking apparatus, were carried upon a strong, 
but light cart, built on purpose. 

"Each officer and man was furnished with a 
blanket made into a bag, with a drawing string at 
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tbe end, a pair of spare shoes and stockings, a flan- 
nel shirt, and a cap to sleep in. We carried our 
clothing and blankets in knapsacks on our backs, 
and three men attended us on our first day's jour- 
ney to help us in carrying our luggage. 

" We determined to travel as much as possible 
in the night, if any part of the twenty-four hours 
could be called night, when, as you know, the sun 
never was below the horizon. This we fixed upon 
partly in order to avoid the full glare of the sun 
upon the snow, and partly that we might have the 
advantage of sleeping during the warmest part of 
the twenty-four hours. 

" We left the ships- amidst the cheers of the men, 
accompanied by a party of officers who wished to 
relieve us of the load of our knapsacks for an hour 
or two. At eight in the evening our companions 
left us, and we journeyed on, finding here and 
there some dwarf willows, sorrel and poppy roots, 
and moss in great luxuriance. Soon after ^mid- 
night we came in sight of an extensive plain, with 
not a spot to break its uniformity, till it terminated 
in a range of lofty hills, which we had before seen 
from a distance and had named the Blue Hills, 
from their colour. At six in the morning we 
pitched our tents, and, in the course of the day, 
we killed seven ptarmigans, two plovers, and two 
deer." 

"Did you find the deer very wild, uncle?" 
asked Tom. 

"In general very much so; but in our next 
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nigbt's journey, Captain Sabine and myself having 
walked faster than the rei^, had seated ourselves to 
wait for them, when a fine rein-deer came trotting 
up to us, and played around us for a quarter of an 
hour." 

" I hope, uncle," cried Charles, " that, you were 
not savage enough to kill him?" 

" Why, Charles, we had no gun, and we knew 
that the cart was heavy enough already for the 
men to drag, and, indeed, the poor animal seemed 
to place so much confidence in us, that we neither 
of us should have felt disposed to make him so ill 
a reward. 

, " When he heard our people talking on the other 
side of the ravine, he ran up to them without cau- 
tion, and they, less scrupulous than we, fired one 
or two shots at him. Happily they were without 
effect, upon which he returned to us; and when 
we got up und walked on, he trotted by our sides 
like a dog, sometimes getting before us, and then 
coming back. When the rest of the party came 
up to us he trotted off." 

"The pictures of rein-deer, uncle," said Tom, 
" made me fancy them to be much more beautiful 
animals than I found to be the case, when I went 
last spring to see one exhibited in London." 

" Its fine branching horns are a great improve- 
ment to them, Tom, and probably the one you saw 
was without them. . But it is by no means a grace- 
ftd animal ; its high shoulders, and awkward stoop 
in its head, give it rather a deformed appearance. 

o* 
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Our new^ acquaintance had no horns, was of a 
brownish colour, with a black saddle, a broad rim 
of black round his eyes, and very white about the 
tail. 

"It is impossible to imagine any thing more 
dreary than our journey continued, over one level 
plain, where for an hour together not a spot of un- 
covered ground could be distinguished. The few 
patches of this kind that we did meet were most 
welcome, for they not only relieved us for a time 
from the intense glare of the sun upon the snow, 
which was most oppressive to our eyes, but it was 
on these alone that we could pitch our tents, or 
expect to find any water. A brisk wind rising up, 
our men as if determined not to forget that they 
were sailors, &stened a large blanket upon the cart 
in the manner of a sail, which helped it on amaz- 
ingly. 

"The moment our tents were pitched, every 
one was ordered to change his shoes and stockings, 
and had his feet examined. We could only dry 
our articles of dress at noon, and, therefore, after 
our midnight halting we were obliged to put wet 
ones on again, which, as you may imagine, was far 
from agreeable. 

" One day as we were travelling on, we came 
to some large stones sticking upright, and as the 
men were much fatigued, and Captain Parry was 
afraid to let them lie upon the ground, he proposed 
that we should pick out theSe stones one by one, 
and pave a spot for our tents to be pitched upon. 
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After an hour's work we made a famous floor, dry, 
though rather hard. This was our dinner time, 
and it was the 4th of June, therefore, we loyally 
drank the health of his majesty in both tents, not 
knowing at that time that our venerable King 
George the Third was dead. 
, " As several of our party were beginning to be 
aflfected with snow-blindness, you may guess what 
a comfort it was to us to perceive before us a stripe 
of black- or uncovered land, the bank of a ravine. 
We pitched our tents on the north side of it, and 
by removing some heaps of sand-stone found abund- 
ance of pure water, which tempted us to cook the 
grouse we had killed, and we -made a nice supper 
before we lay down to rest. 

"After leaving this ravine we came to another 
plain of snow, beyond which lay some high land, 
which we discovered to be a separate island, and 
which we named Sabine Island. 

" Captain Parry, accompanied by Mr. Nias and 
Mr. Eeid, then left the party, in order to examine 
tne sea to the north, after seeing us all safely en- 
camped behind a wall which we had built to pro- 
tect us from the weather, many of us being great 
suflferers from snow-blindness. They travelled till 
they gained the summit of a point eighty feet 
in elevation, which they named Point Nias, and 
Captain Parry being anxious to discover whether 
it was the sea, proposed that we should remove our 
encampment thither. The party accordingly re- 
turned to us, dined, and then we all set out to the 
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Point, which we were sometime in reaching, on 
account of the depth of the snow, which made it 
almost impossible to take the cart along. It froze 
all day long, and we found it extremely cold. Our 
people were allowed to rest after supper, and then 
we all set to work to build -a monument upon 
Point Nias. 

" Here we found nothing living except a flock of 
ducks, none of which we killed ; some stunted moss 
alone deserved the name of vegetation. 

"Our monument was completed in about two 
hours, and I should hope that it would last for 
many years, as Mr. Fisher took great pains in 
building it. It was twelve feet high, and could be 
seen at several miles' distance, and within it we put 
a tin box containing an account of our party, and 
one or two English coins. 

" As we had reached the eastern extremity of 
Melville Island, we now pursued our journey to 
the blue hills, which we soon entered upon, and 
' were glad to be relieved from the tameness of travel- 
ling always upon a flat surface of ground. We 
met with a small running stream, which was the 
first we had seen this season, passed a few deers' 
horns, and killed some ptarmigans and ducks. 
The plumage of the cock grouse still continued 
white except near the tip of the tail, where the 
feathers were of a glossy black, but the hen changed 
from day to day and was becoming speckled : the 
snow-bunting, too, cheered us by its lively note, 
and reminded us of a better country. 
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" We now arranged our baggage -eo as to carry it 
on our shoulders for the remainder of the journey, 
and chopped the wood of our cart for fuel. Some 
ptarmigan, therefore, were cooked, and we had an- 
other sumptuous supper, which you, who have not 
lived on cold provisions in a rigid climate, can 
scarcely imagine how much we enjoyed. 

"After crossing a gulf of the sea, which we 
named Liddon's Gulf, and travelling in various di- 
rections, we returned to the point and determined 
to stop a whole day there for the purpose of 
sporting and examining its natural productions. 
The first animal our sportsmen met with was a 
musk-ox, who was feeding on a fine pasture ground. 
They fired at him without wounding him, and he 
galloped off to tjie hills. The musk-ox is an ill- 
proportioned little animal ; his hair is so long that 
he treads it under his feet, which appear too small. 
When disturbed and hunted, he tears up the 
ground with his horns, and looks rou^d at his 
pursuers, though without attempting to attack 
them. 

" I had the good luck to fall in with a large herd 
of deer ; three of them only had horns, and these 
were larger than the others, and always drove the 
others on when they attempted to stop. One or 
two mice were caught, which had been white, but 
were beginning to turn brown. We found the 
holes and tracks of these littje creatures in every 
part of the island. Sergeant Martin ran after one, 
which, finding no hole near, put himself against a 
6 
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stone, as if trying to defend himseli^ and bit the 
sergeant's finger when he took hold of him. 

"Here, too, we discovered the remains of Es- 
quimaux huts, and they appeared to be recently 
deserted, although it is not likely that the Esqui- 
maux would often take up their abode on Mel- 
ville Island, where the summer season is so short 
that there is scarcely time to lay up a store for 
winter. 

" Finding nothing more of interest to detain us, 
we determined upon journeying fiomewards across 
the table hills. On the -top of the highest of these 
hills we erected another monument, and likewise 
put into it a box containing an account of our visit. ' 
From the summit of this hill we looked anxiously 
to the sea, hoping to perceive open water, but, 
alasl nothing of the kind was to be seen. We 
then set forward for Winter Harbour, which we 
reached, and received a most hearty welcome from 
our brother sailors, who were all well, and who 
complimented us upon our robust looks. 
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it rp2j] party at the ships had been going on very 
quietly in our absence : shooting had been 
their chief sport ; and they had been gratified by 
the sight of some very beautiful rainbows, a phe- 
nomenon exceedingly rare in those cold climates, 
where the sun has so little power. 

" You remember that I told you what pleasure 
the sight of the sorrel roots afforded us : they now 
began to put out their leaves, and Captain Parry 
gave directions that two afternoons should be de- 
voted by the men for gathering them, and that they 
shoidd be used instead of lemon juice and pickles. 
When more plentiful, our men went daily to gather 
them, and they were dressed at the messes, and 
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eaten as salad, or pickle, or boiled as greens, or 
made into puddings." 

Tom. "Is the sorrel used in England, uncle 
Richard?" 

"But little, Tom: it is, however, occasionally 
used as a medicine, and in France it is cultivated, 
in order to put into salads ; among the Laplanders, 
the free use of the sorrel-leaves is considered the 
only cure for scurvey, and I can safely say, that 
the crews of the Hecla and Griper owe the good 
health they enjoyed at this period to the unlimited 
use of this fresh vegetable substance, so bountifully 
supplied by the hand of Nature. 

" Lieutenants Beechey and Hoppner were sent, 
with a small party of flien each, up the country to 
procure game. They took with them provisions, 
tents, blankets, and fuel, and were charged to bring 
word when the ice should be seen to move or 
thaw ; they soon sent us in some deer, and in a few 
days' time, the welcome intelligence that the pools 
upon the surface of the ice were increasing, though 
as yet there was no appearance of the ice breaking 
up. Lieutenant Beechey returned from his excur- 
sion at the latter end of June, and reported, that 
the ice to the east was more thawed than at Winter 
Harbour, and that he had observed several cracks 
in it, large enough for a small boat to pass ; he told 
us, too, that the deer were become very wild, but 
that he had succeeded in killing one, by lying 
down and imitating the voice of a fawn, upon which 
the deer came within gun-shot of him. Lieutenant 
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Hoppner returned soon after, and reported that the 
ice was in motion, which was soon confirmed by 
our observing a large field of ice floating to the 
eastward, at the rate of a mile an hour. 

" We had now the misfortune to lose one of our 
seamen, who h^d been long ill, and whose com- 
plaint gradually increased, notwithstanding the 
skill and care of our medical man. 

"On the following Sunday, bAot divine service, 
poor Scott was buried ; we walked in procession to 
his grave, which was dug on a level piece of ground, 
near the beach ; the flags were lowered, and every 
man and officer attended the remains of our unfor- 
tunate shipmate to his grave : the solemnity of the 
burial service, and th^ peculiarity of our situation, 
made it a very impressive scene. A neat tomb- 
stone was afterwards placed at the head of the 
grave, and the name of the deceased carved upon 
it by Mr. Fisher. 

"The snow was now gradually disappearing; 
the waters, which had flowed in torrents down the 
ravines, were become passable, the ice was thawing, 
and we looked -forward at length to being once 
again at liberty to continue our discoveries. But 
it was already the middle of July, and we could 
not reflect without pain on the shortness df the sea- 
son, before winter would again return to bury us 
once more in snow and ice. 

" Our ships had been ready to sail some days ; 
our hunting parties were recalled, and, desirous to 
make a move from a spot on which we had most 
6* 
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unwillingly passed nearly ten months, (and long 
ones they had appeared to us,) we weighed anchor 
on the 25th of July, at half-past two o'clock. Our 
progress at first was trifling, but on the last day of 
the month the wind changed, and the whole body 
of ice in the harbour was perceived to be slowly 
moving out to the south-east, breaking away at the 
points which form the entrance of the harbour. As 
we were on the point of sailing once more, Captain 
Parry left instructions with the Griper in case of 
separation, and after embarking our clocks, tents, 
and observatory^ we took our leave of Winter Har- 
bour on the anniversary of that day on which we 
had the preceding year began our discoveries, at 
the entrance of Sir James Lancaster's Sound. 

" We sailed round Point Hearne, and steered to 
the west, but the wind was against us, and the 
broken pieces of ^ce obstructed us much ; added 
to which, it was found that the Griper sailed worse 
than ever, and detained us at least seven miles a 
day. This, in the short season which we had to 
look forward to, was a great inconvenience, and 
we began to have serious thoughts of taking in the 
Griper's crew, and finishing the voyage in the 
Hecla alone. We continued coasting, and fre- 
quently landed to gather sorrel, and what little 
game we could find. We then passed the place 
where we had been detained so long last Septem- 
ber, and where Mr. Fife and his companions were 
so nearly lost; and we recognized as an old ac- 
quaintance the berg to which we had been an- 
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ctored, as well as the pile of stones we had erected 
on the hill above it When we reached Cape 
Providence, we could perceive that there was a 
free and open channel beyond the western ex- 
tremity of Melville Island, but the want of a breeze 
vexatiously prevented us fixmi pushing on as we 
anxiously wished. 

" Beyond Cape Hay we were again stopped by 
the ice, and were forced to secure the Hecla in the 
best berth we could find for her. 

" We noticed, on the land near this place, what 
appeared to us to be a high wall, built with large 
stones, and Captain Sabine went to examine it 
He found it to be composed of sand stones, and 
formed by the washing away of the rock and earth 
aside of it Large flocks of glaucous gulls had 
chosen it as a secure retreat from foxes, and these 
birds were so fierce in defence of their young, that 
until a few shots had been fired it literally was not 
safe to approach them. 

" The ice continued very troublesome, the floes 
perpetually threatening us, and absolutely pre- 
vented us fi:om stirring. A musk-ox came* near 
enough to be shot, and it afforded us excellent 
food." 

"Is its^ flesh like beef then, uncle ?"^ enquired 
Charles. 

" The flavour is peculiar, but it appeared as it 
hung up as fine beef as could be seen in an English 
market A small seal, too, was caught and eaten, 
by the Griper's crew, who declared that it was 
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tender and gcx>d, ;though it did not look so, being 
of a red colour. 

" On the 9th of August the body of ice, which 
had been within a quarter of a mile of us, was seen 
to advance, and soon after a piece of a Qpe which 
was between it and the Hecla, ireceired the whole 
pressure of it as it came in. It spht in several 
directions with a great crash, and we presently saw 
a part raised slowly and majestically, and deposited 
on another part of the floe from which it had broken. 
The ice where it had split was of a fine blue, trans- 
parent, and quite solid. 

**The mass of ice which had been lifted in this 
manner having drifted to us the next day, we 
measured it, and found.it to be forty-two feet in 
thickness^ which you know was prodigious. This 
gave us very serious reflections. In fact we were 
convinced that the icy sea to the south-west of Mel- 
ville Island, was peculiarly unfavourable to navi- 
gation. We had arrived here, as you may re- 
member, in September, 181&, after a strong north- 
west wind, which alone can be expected to open 
the ice in this quarter, and here again we were ob- 
structed the following August, afl»r finding a clear 
sea all the first fifty miles from Winter Harbour, 
The ice not only was of increased thickness, but it 
pressed so closely together that no opening was 
afforded. 

"Our situation, indeed, was very dangerous, 
every detached piece of ice that was drifted to us, 
gave our ship a shock which its strength alone en- 
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*bled it to support. Th^ Griper was forced ou 
fehore again, aud nearly lost, and we were hourly 
contemplating a similar fate for the Hecla. The 
wreck of both ships appeared inevitable, and the 
officers were assembled on board the Hecla to con* 
suit upon what should be done ; a sudden change 
of wind, however, relieved us for a time from our 
fears, and allowed us to gain a situation of tolerable 
security. 

" The dangers, and the certainty that he could 
not proceed £ar westward in this latitude, deter- 
mined Captain Parry to watch for an opening ia 
the ice to steer southward a little ; and accordingly 
we put back to .Cape Providence, where the ice 
being more clqse than before, our ships were no 
longer manageable. Our ships received most ter- 
rible shocks, and being in danger of becoming * bcr 
set' at sea, we made our way to the largest piece 
of grounded ice we could find, to yrhich we j^stened 
ourselves. 

" These vexatious delays, and the constant dan- 
ger which attended the ships, disheartened us much, 
for already half the navigable season was past. 
Our captain thought he could scarcely be justified 
in persevering in the attempt to get westward, and 
he addressed a letter to all the officers, requesting 
their advice upon the subject, 

" Now, Charles, you look very serious ; what do 
you think of the matter?" 

" "Why, uncle, I am jaot for returning yet, till you 
. have tried navigating a little to the south ; and an- 



70 EXAMINATION AND. CONSULTATION. 

other tbing I want to know, which is, whether yonr 
stock of provisions would hold ont, and yonr coal," 
answered Charles. 

" Very true, my boy, every thing should be taken 
into consideraticm, for the health and lives of many 
brave men depend upon the judicious conduct of 
their commander. An examination was accord- 
ingly made of our stores and provisions, and it ap- 
peared that they would at the present allowance 
last till November, 1821, and if a greater reduction 
was made, that they would last till the end of the 
following April ; our fuel could be made to last to 
the end of November, 1821, but only by taking in 
the Griper's crew to live on board the Hecla for 
six of the winter months, and that would be a* very 
unhealthy plan. Our ships, to be sure, were nearly 
as good as when we left home, and our men were 
all healthy. 

" However, the officers sent in their answers, and 
they all were of one opinion, that it was in vain to 
attempt to penetrate farther west^ but that it would 
be desirable to look otit for an opening in the ice 
southward^ and to endeavour to reach the northern 
shores of America ; and in case that plan should 
fail or be delayed too long, that it would be best to 
return home to England at once. 

"You do not look so much disappointed as I 
expected, Charles, and therefore I suppose you 
are fully impressed with the necessity we all felt 
of acting according to the dictates of sober reason, 
rather than of following inclination, which might 
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perhaps have induced some of the adventurous 
spirits among us to endure the rigours of another 
winter, rather than return baffled of our hopes, and 
disappointed of our reward. 

" But to continue my narrative : we soon doubled 
Point Hearne, and passed Bounty Cape ; there we 
observed that the snow which fell during the day 
did not thaw, a proof that the glass was below 
freezing point, and that another long and dreary 
winter was beginning, 

" The channel, however, increased in width, and 
when we had sailed eight miles beyond the eastern 
point of Melville Isle, we could perceive that it 
was ten miles in width. We kept close to the 
edge of the ice, in hopes of finding an opening in 
it to the southward, but not a single break could 
be discovered. 

" It was a singular fact, that we arrived within 
four or five miles of the same spot where we had 
been on the same day and the same hour the year 
before, and that the ships were forced, as they had 
• been then, to steer by one another, for want of a 
better mode of knowing in what direction they 
were driving. The fog froze hard upon the rig- 
ging, and made it difficult to handle the ropes. 

"You may trace us now, as we pursued our 
route without many adventures, passing Cape Cock- 
bum in Bathurst Isle. The ice to the southward 
was composed of large floes, often without a crack 
for many miles together, and their surface as smooth 
and glassy as a bowling-green. We found, how- 
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ever, that .the ice was leading us to the north of 
Garrett Island, instead of the south, which we had 
passed the preceding year, and which was now 
completely blocked up by ice. 

"In passing between Garrett and Bathurst 
Islands, we found a new one, which we named 
Baker Island, and in the night we passed two other 
small ones, which Captain Parry named succes- 
sively Brown and Somerville Islands. Oornwallis 
and Griffith Islands we left to the north, and took 
a southward direction, hoping to find a passage to 
the west of Cape Bunny. But our hopes were 
again disappointed, the ice was as compact here as 
in every other place, and no resource was left us 
except to steer on to the east. . 

" We had now an opportunity of examining the 
land to the south, of which we had as yet only 
taken a distant glimpse, and of naming all its most 
prominent points ; Cape Rennell was called after 
Major Rennell, the ablest geographer of the age. 
We then crossed Gamier Bay, and soon came to 
Cape Clarence, which is its most easterly point. 
The land along which we had just been sailing, 
Captain Parry named North Somerset, in honour 
of his native county, while to the northern shore 
of Barrow's Strait, he gave the name of North 
Devon, in honour of that of his brother com- 
mander. Lieutenant Liddon. 

" Thus we had traced the ice for twenty-four 
degrees, without finding any opening by which 
we might hope to penetrate it southwards, and 
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tkerdfor^ it Iras thought advisable to tnstarii at once 
to Snglaiid, to giv6 an accoilnt of the disooveries 
we had tdade^ and, if hte Majesty should think fit, 
to be teady to coHtintie thein anodiet' seasotu 

'' After this detentkination, we had again our full 
allowance of provisions, and, what we all thought 
of more, a su&ciedt supply of coals, for we had 
felt the ^ant of these eve^ Au6e our entrance into 
Sir James Lancastet^s Sound. 

" We sailed briskly across to Cape York, passed 
Eardley Bay, Cape Ctaufurd, Admiralty Inlet, 
Cape Franklin, and Cape Charles Yorke, all of 
which spots were new to us, and were named as We 
passed them. Navy Board Inlet and Cape Castle- 
reagh, we had discerned and named the preceding 
year; and we had again a distinct view c^f the 
lofty Byam Martin Mountains, whose summits are 
clothed in perpetual snow. As we approached 
Possession Bay we encountered several long low 
icebergs, three quarters of a mile in length, flat and 
even at the top. These are peculiar to the western 
coast of Baffin's Bay. We also saw a large bear 
swimming towards the ships, and despatched our 
boats in pursuit of him, but without success. 

" Anxious as we now were to get home, we would 
not even land in Possession Bay, but took out leave 
of tiie flag staff on its mount, and pursued our 
course down the western course of Baffin's Bay. — 
We were anxious to explore this coast, from an 
idea that it might become a useful whaling station ; 
judge then of our astonishment, when we spied at a 

7 D 
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distance some whalers making towards the land. 
It now seemed clear that they had been here be- 
fore ns; and the reason of our meeting so few 
whales in Sir James Lancaster's Sound was after- 
wards accounted for, bv the circumstance of the 
fishing ships having previously cleared them. 

"Not long after we met another fishing ship 
jfrom England, and held the first communication 
with our countrymen, from whom we heard of the 
death of King George the Third. 

" The master of the vessel told us that he had 
met with some Esquimaux in the River Clyde In- 
let; and, thinking it would be a good thing to 
communicate with these people, we made for land. 

" We proceeded along the sandy beach of this 
inlet, when we observed four canoes come paddling 
towards us, and heard the Esquimaux making a 
great noise. By their own desire their canoes 
were taken on board ; and how you would have 
laughed, Charles, if you had heard their increased 
vociferations, and beheld their surprise and joy. 
There was one old and three young men, and 
when they had any present made to them, or saw 
any thing which excited fresh admiration, they set 
up a fresh noise, until they were quite hoarse and 
out of breath : and this was accompanied too by 
incessant jumping. Lieutenant Beechey wanted 
to take a likeness of the old gentleman, whom we 
persuaded to stand up on a stool, and by putting on 
a demure look, which the old fellow directly mim- 
icked, we managed to keep him tolerably quiet. 
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We gave each of them some presents, and ex- 
changed things with them, and they went home 
highly delighted. 

" As we wished to see a little more of the habits 
of these Esquimaux, we went on shore to them : 
they met us, and brought with them some pieces 
of whalebone, and seal skin dres^s for barter, but 
were very cautious only to show one thing at a 
time, and when they had got something in ex- 
change for it, they returned to the ships and brought 
One more thing, and so on. They seemed to have 
great ideas of fair and honest dealings, and in order 
to encourage that feeling, Captain Parry would not 
allow any present to be made to them till all the 
purchases were concluded. 

" The old man was very inquisitive, and particu- 
larly about things of the useful kind. The young 
man was in raptures at the sight of a looking-glass, 
and jumped about for a quarter of an hour, while 
the old man, giving one smile at the sight of his 
queer old phiz, turned his attention to the tin can- 
nister of preserved meat, most earnestly watching 
the manner in which it was opened : this was with 
a mallet, which he begged very earnestly to have 
when it was done with, without ever asking for the 
meat. Their canoes are very difficult to balance, 
and we were pleased to observe the younger man 
carefully assist the old one in launching. 

" We visited the two Esquimaux tents, and as 
soon as we. came in sight of them, every living an- 
imal, men, women, children, and dogs, set up one 



76 XSQUIHAUZ YILLAGBT, 

oproaor; tbe onlj words we coald disthigmsli being 
*piHetej' (giye me). Though they were begging 
all the tune we were with them, we did sol find 
them at all inclined to dishonesty, and we purchased 
a yariety of things from them, and among others,, 
my fine feUow of a dog there, Charles^ whom you 
have such a fancy to beg from me. I offered aa 
axe £>r one of the dogs, and I gave it to a wconaxi 
who was tibie owner of several, before I received 
the dog, to show her that I trusted to her honesty, 
and sbe went and picked out for me the finest 
among them. 

^^ These Esquimaiix were all very little, with 
round plnmp lace% and not very dark complex- 
ions. The dresses of the men and w(Mnen are 
much alike, being composed chiefly of seal-skins. 
Their tents are formed by one long strip of whale- 
bone covered with skins, and &stened to the ground 
by crooked pieces of bone. Their dogs^ I need 
scarcely tell you^ reaem1[>le wolves, and ^re vora- 
Qiou^ eno^h. 

"We took leave of these people with a fevour- 
i^ble impression of their honesty and cleanliness,, 
when compared with the Esquimaux who had beea 
met with in former voyages. The inlet of the 
Eiver Clyde is a very magnificent one, and after 
exploring it; with considerable interest, we once 
again sailed southwards. The ice and log were 
very troublesome in the middle of Baffin's Bay^ 
and we had a series of adventures similar to those 
Tfe had experienced in sailing up it, but wo werei 
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now more experienced, and were steering home- 
wards, which enabled us to bear up bravely in the 
midst of our trials, 

"September the 24th we crossed the Arctic 
Circle, having been within it more than fourteen 
months, and after th^t, finding the state of the ice 
would prevent us from continuing to explore the 
coast, we hoisted in our boats and made the ships 
snug, in order to shape our course to England." 

** Pray let me ask you, uncle, before you quite 
reach home, whether you are really of opinion that 
a passage will ever be effected from Baffin's Bay to 
Behring's Strait ?" asked Tom, who always liked 
to have every thing clearly arranged in his mind. 

" I feel no doubt that there is a continuance of 
sea between them, and if land could be met with 
all the way, it might be navigated, but not, I fear, 
otherwise. The obstructions from the ice, increase 
so much towards the middle, that if that barrier 
could be passed, I should hope the rest might be 
effected, notwithstanding the short season for sailing 
there, and the rigours of the climate." At all events 
the attempts already made have not been utterly 
useless, since the whale fishery is considerably ex- 
tended in consequence of them. 

"We had no more adventures, but were fa- 
voured with some very fine appearances of the 
Aurora Borealis. We took leave of the Griper on 
the 2d of October, reached Scotland on the 29th, 
and I was here, my boys, to receive your hearty 
w^elcome, on the 3d of November, 1820." 
7* 
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CHAPTER Til, 
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TTNCLE Richard had gone his second voyage 
with Captain Parry, and his return was anx- 
iously awaited by Tom and CharleSy both of whom 
had been left behind^ notwithstanding they would 
willingly have accompanied him ; Charles, indeed 
was too young, but his active and enterprising 
mind, made him particularly well suited to the life 
of a sailor, preparing himself for which occupied 
all his thoughts. His little ship Hecla had long 
since given way to one of larger dimeusious, which, 
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made under the auspices of uncle Bicliard, was an 
exact model of the real Heda; this be generally 
kept secured iu a dij dock, which he had built in 
a recess of the large pool near the house, and every 
now and then the sails were unfurled, and the 
breeae was allowed to waft it across t^e water. 
His constant companion was the Esquimaux dog, 
which his uncle had left as his especial charge, and 
which was so far tamed as to know how to obey 
the voice of his young master, although he was 
still a terror to all slarangers. 

Tom had made another short cruise and had 
added to his store of information much valuable 
knowledge. Nothing escaped his observation, and 
when his curiosity was once excited, he had no 
rest until he had learnt all he could upon the sub- 
ject of it ; he had never felt more interested than 
by his uncle Eichard's narrative, and every book 
in the study had been searched through and 
through, for accounts of northern adventurers. 

January 1824 brought no news of uncle Eichard, 
but our youthful sailors were summoned by their 
father, to hear the adventures of Captain Franklin, 
who had been sent out to make discoveries on the 
northern coast of America. 

"I must tell you," said their father, who him- 
self undertook to relate these adventures to his 
sons, "that the object of this expedition was to 
visit the mouth of the Copper-mine Eiver in North 
America, and from thence to trace out the northern 
coast in an easterly direction ; to correct the geo- 
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graphy of that part of the world and to gain such 
information as to the bays, harbours, and rivers of 
that shore, as might be useful to Captain Parry, or 
any future voyager. 

"Captain Franklin was accompanied by Dr. ] 

Richardson, Mr. Back, Mr. Hood, and James Hep- 
burn, a faithful English seaman ; the whole party 
embarked at Gravesend on board the Prince of 
Wales, on the 23d of May 1819. This ship be- 
longed to the Hudson Bay trading company, and 
had for its consorts the Eddystone and Wear. 
The wind was unfavourable, and they were obliged 
to anchor at Yarmouth, where an unlucky incident 
happened, which damped the spirits of the party 
for a time. The officers all went on shore at Yar- 
mouth, when a favourable gale springing up, the 
commander of the vessel found it necessary to set 
sail immediately, in order to get through the intri- 
cate passage, called the Cockle-gat before dark ; he 
fired signal guns, and his passengers hastened to 
embark, all but Mr. Back, who unfortunately was 
gone two or three miles' distance, on business, 
along the coast, where he fancied he should be 
able to watch the first movements of the ships ; by 
some accident, however, this was not the case, and 
he was left behind. The ships had a fair wind, 
and after passing the bold projecting rock called 
John o'Groat's House, anchored at Stromness. 

" It was thought advisable here to engage boat- 
men to accompany the expedition, lest the party 
should be detained when they arrived in Hudson's 
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Bay, and therefore a notice for volonteer boatmen 
was put up on the church door of every parish." 

ToH. " That seems a singular way of letting 
people know, papa." 

'^ It would by no moans be an effectual way in 
England, Tom ; but in Scotland, the lower classes 
never fail in attending divine service every Sun- 
day. 

*^ The notioe was given, and the day fixed upon 
for a meeting, when several men came, but none 
would promise to attend the service, though some 
of them said they would consider about it; and 
accordingly, the following morning, four men only 
presented themselves,^ who, after great hesitation, 
agreed to accompany the party, provided they 
should be taken no farther than to Fort Chip- 
ewyan, and sent back to the Orkneys free of ex- 
pense : this caution is strikingly different from an 
English sailor, who enters readily into an enter- 
prise, however hazardous, withoi^t a thought or in- 
quiry. 

'* Captain Franklin and his companions, having 
settled this affur^ were about to sail, and were in 
the midst of the gaieti^ of a ball, when the door , 
opened and Mrv Back appeared, who had travelled 
by the coach for nine days without stopping, in 
order to reach them ; it seemed that he came down 
to the beach near Yarmouth just as the ships were 
passing, and applied to a boatman to row him to 
them, who, taking advantage of his anxiety to 
join the ships, asked more money than.Mr. Back 
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had about him, and the man consequently refused 
to assist him. 

" On the 16th of June the ships weighed anchor, 
cleared some dangerous rocks off the Pomona 
shore, and entered at once into the Atlantic ; their 
progress was so slow, that it was the latter end 
of July before they entered Davis's Strait. 

" The ships were not long before they were en- 
tangled in a heavy stream of ice, through the nar- 
row channels of which they steered with difficulty, 
for the weather was very foggy ; one of the ice- 
bergs was one hundred and forty-nine feet in 
height, and too soon were our voyj^ers visited 
with all the horrors of the region they had en- 
tered. The currents ran in strong eddies between 
the masses of ice, and the Eddystone was per- 
ceived to be driving rapidly towards one of these 
masses. The boats of the Prince of Wales and the 
Wear, were despatched to assist in towing the 
Eddystone clear of the bergs, when the former 
ship was discovered to be quite unmanageable; 
the fog prevented its crew from seeing which way 
it was driving, till they beheld a barren, ragged 
shore within a few yards, towering over their mast 
heads ; the ship almost instantly struck with vio- 
lence on a point of rocks, and was brought close to 
the shore ; the blow displaced the rudder, and the 
current forcing the vessel along, an alarming pros- 
pect opened to the crew^ ; on one side was a steep 
cliff whose summit was hid in fog, and on the 
other a small bay, into which the ship was at 
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length tossed. Shipwreck was every moment ex- 
pected, till another blow from the rocks replaced 
the rudder, which enabled the crew to take advan- 
tage of a light breeze, and direct the ship's head 
away from the diflf ; but the breeze was only for a 
moment ; again was the ship driven to shore, and 
again rescued by a swell, which enabled the sailors 
to turn her head once more to the sea, and escape 
from the danger of shipwreck : a few moments 
only were allowed them to rejoice, for the current 
forced the ship violently against an iceberg, and 
her situation was more frightful than ever; all was 
confusion, the female passengers and children 
rushed upon deck with fearful looks, in spite of 
the endeavours of the officers to keep them be- 
low; the ship was driven with amazing rapidity 
along the steep side of the berg, and every one 
expected that it would be dashed against the 
rocks, but it escaped this danger most providen- 
tially." 

"Thank goodness it was not the Hecla," ex- 
claimed Charles; "and now, papa, pray let us 
hear how the poor consorts fared." 

"Stop, Charles," answered his papa, "for the 
Prince of Wales is not yet safe : a leak was dis- 
covered, which let in water very fast. All hands 
were employed in pumping, and signals of distress 
made to the Eddystone, whose commander came 
on board, and set his men to assist. The leak, not- 
withstanding, increased, so that both officers and 
passengers united to bale out the water in buckets ; 
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the sails were split, and the ship sttrrontided by 
ice. The crew were obliged to rest from Ais se* 
vere labour for a short time in the night, but the 
water next morning was so alarmingly increased, 
that they had to set to work more rigorously than 
before— but with very 111 success, and their strength 
was just failing them when they thought df trying 
an experiment ; this was of thrusting in felt and 
oakum^ over which they nailed a plank, and be* 
fore nighty to their great joy, the leak was stopped 
Up. As they still thought that they should be 
forced to leave the ship, they sent their old women 
and children to the Bddystone; the young women 
Were so active at the pumps that they were allowed 
to remainv 

** Their own ship was now in safety, but when 
daylight re-appeared the Wear was no where to be 
found, and all feared that she had been shipwrecked 
on that barren shore." 

ToK. " But, papa, you have not told us what 
shore it was." 

" It was Resolution Island, at the very entrance 
of Hudson's Strait. 

** The ships were ndw abreast of this island, but 
4id not land here, proceeding to Saddleback Island, 
<;l^e next pl^.ce of rendezvous, where still they found 
po traces of the Wear. Not thinking it prudent 
iq yait, fihey conjbini^ed their voyage, and soon 
piade Upper Savage Island, where they steered 
plose to shore, in order to allqw the ^gsquimaux to 
visit them. A loud shout soon proclaimed Ji party 
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of them at hand, even before their oanoes could be 
perceived. 

" They brought with them oil, -vrhalebone, sea- 
horses' teeth, seal-skin dresses, deer skins and 
horns, and models of their canoes; and they re* 
ceived in exchange small sawS) nails, tin kettles, 
knives, and needles* 

" Captain Franklin noticed a droll practice 
among these Esquimaux, which I do not remember 
uncle Eichard to have mentioned, which is, that 
they always, when they received a thing in ex- 
change, licked it with their tongues, as a finish to 
the bargain, and as a sign that it now belonged to 
themselves. Even so small an article as a needle 
passed through this ceremony. 

"Knives and saws were held in the greatest es* 
tiniation; and the same shout was set up when* 
ever they received any thing that pleased them. 

" One old man received a rusty sword from the 
Bddystone, and his exclamations of delight were 
extravagant 

" These people had some ingenuity, considering 
that they are without iron, and consequently without 
any instruments for working with ; the figures of 
men, women, animals, and birds, carved out of sea- 
horses' teeth, which the women brought, were not 
badly executed, though without eyes, fingers, or 
ears. They took a delight in mimicking the sounds 
and gestures of the .Englishmen, and laughed 
amazingly when the Englishmen prQ^^p,>ii^cec\ ^ijiy 
pf their words. On the whole^ t^^s0 ^^uiBftau^ 
8 ^^ ' . 
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were very similar to those whom Captain Parry- 
had seen, and as great beggars. 

" Captain Franklin took leave of this band of 
Esquimaux, and a favourable gale soon took our 
voyagers to the termination of Hudson's Strait. — 
Here they parted with the Eddystone, who was 
bound to Moose Factory, which you will find 
marked on the map at the bottom of the bay, and 
shaped their course across to York Factory, where 
to their great delight they found their long lost 
consort, the Wear. Her adventures were shortly 
told : a large mass of ice had drifted in between 
the ship and the rock, and thus providentially 
saved her ; and a &esh breeze had sprung up and 
enabled her to pursue her voyage. The com- 
mander visited the Prince of Wales, and was re- 
ceived as one saved from the dead. 

"York Factory, which you will find, Tom, at 
the mouth of the Hayes Eiver, is a grand depdt 
of Hudson's Bay Trading Company. The princi- 
pal buildings are in the form of a square, two 
stories high, and have flat roofs covered with lead ; 
the servants' houses are ranged on the outside, and 
the whole is fenced by a high mound. It is built 
on a marshy spot of ground, and the only walk 
the people have is on a platform, from the build- 
ings down to the pier. 

"A race of Indians called the Swampy Crees^ 
.frequent the neighbourhood, and live encamped on 
the outside; and listen, Charles, to a new mode, 
and I think rather an ingenious one, -of making 
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tents. These Indians tie a bundle of poles together 
at the top, spread them out at the base, and cover 
them with moose skins. The fire is in the middle, 
and a hole left at the top for the smoke to escape 
through. These poor wretches were suflFering from 
the evils of measles and hooping-cough, and were 
too weak to make their usual exertions in the 
goose-hunt" 

Charles. "The goose-hunt 1 what can that 
mean, papa?" 

" The geese which flock in great numbers to 
the northern regions, migrate in the winter, and, 
in their road to the south, alight on the extensive 
flats in the neighbourhood of York Factory, and 
are hunted by the Indians, who thus supply the 
traders with their winter store of food. 

"And now our adventurous little party com- 
menced their voyage up the river into the interior. 
With the exception of a steersman, they were 
obliged to be content with the boatmen they had 
brought from Stromness. They found it equally 
difficult to procure an Esquimaux interpreter, but 
the governor of York Factory promised to send 
them one the following spring. And, alas, when 
all their stores were brought down to the beach, it 
was found the boat would not contain them. The 
flour, rice, and tpbacco, therefore, were left to be 
forwarded afterwards, as the governor assured Cap- 
tain Franklin, that these, as well as spirits, could 
be procured in the interior. 

" With a salute of guns from the fort, and three 



88 SAD S7XKT. 

cheers from its inhabitants, they took their} leavei 
in high spirits at the thoughts of their-joomej^ 

"They had not proceeded far, when the crew. 
were obliged. to commence tracking^ or dragging, 
the boat, by a line which was tied round their 
bodies. This tedious process was particularly un- 
pleasant, as the men. had to walk on a steep bank 
which the rain had made soft and slippery, and 
every now and then they met with a tree which 
had fallen down from the wood above. At sunaetf 
they landed, kindled a fiie, around which they ate 
their supper, and Ihen^ dressed in bnffido robes^ 
laid down and slept soundly. 

" In passing ddwn the river next day, they saw 
the spot where a sad event; had happened a few 
years before. Two liidian: families enticed by the 
flat beach which lay between the river and a clifi^ 
had chosen it for their encampment. They retired, 
quietly to rest, when the cli£^ which was separated 
from the land, gave way, fell over them, and the 
whole party was buried in its ruins. 

" With much fatigue, our party continued their 
voyage down the river, though their progress waa 
slow, owing to the heavy lading of their boat, and 
the rapids. 

"To navigate these North American rivers is 
very different from any species of navigation you 
have a notion o^ Charles. In the first place, the 
rapids, which are strong currents of water over 
rocky bottoms, are very dificult and dangerous to 
pass ; besides these, there are every now and then 
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what are called portages, or places through which 
the boats cannot pass, but must be emptied of their 
cargo, which, as well as the boats themselves, have 
to be carried across and reladen at the end of 
every portage. The Orkney boatmen were very 
clever in navigating, and their exertions amazing : 
they often jumped into the water to lift the boat 
over the rocks, and remained the whole day in 
their wet clothes. These men will carry immense 
loads with the utmost cheerfulness. 

" Winter set in with a great fall of snow in the 
middle of September, and found our travellers pur- 
suing their course down Steel and Hill Bivers 
till they arrived at a d^pot on Swampy Lake. 
From the two only inhabitants of the place they 
received a supply of mouldy pemmiean, which is 
buffalo _meat dried, pounded, and mixed with 
melted fat. Leaving them to their delicious fare, 
Captain Franklin proceeded, when lol a blazing 
forest met his eye." 

Charles. " Why, this is more wonderful than 
the walking wood which met William the Con- 
queror, papal" 

"Very true, Charles: the Indians make fires in 
the woods, and neglect to put them out, and the 
woods being quite dry, easily catch the flaipes, 
. which sometimes spread for many miles. 

" On the 2d of October the travellers crossed 

the White-fall Lake, where they had busy work 

in carrying the cargoes on their shoulders, and 

launching their empty boat across several ridges of 

8* 
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rock whioh separate the water, and cauae variow 
cascades. The rude grandeur of the mountam 
scenery struck them much ; rocks hung over rooks 
in huge and shapeless masses, while the torrent 
raged at their feet, and the bright green of the 
mosses which covered the face of the cli£&, was 
finely contrasted with the dark pines on the top. 

" On this spot, they met with a fop sticky or land- 
mark, made of a pine tree stripped of all its 
branches except a tuft at the top. 

" This top stick is a useful guide- to trarellers, *^ 

and is generally made by some ambitious youth, 
who gets together a parcel of young companions, ^ 

treats them with rum, and they in return strip the 
tree of its branches, and name it with his name. 

'^ Captain Franklin here met with a little acci- | 

dent, which will give you some idea, Charles, of ; 

the pleasure of walking in that peculiar country. — 
While overlooking the men, a bed of moss gave 
way under his feet, and he slipt from the summit 
of the rock into the river between two falls. After 
being carried some way down the stream, he caught \ 

hold of a willow, till two gentlemen came in a 
boat to his rescue. | 

" Nor was the water travelling much less dan- 
gerous. Sometimes they came to dry channels 
which contained only a foot or two of thin mud. / 

A dam alone would render these places navigable, 1 

and here and there they met with one constructed 
by beavers, which, notwithstanding their useful- J 

ness, the Indians make a point of destroying when- 
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erer they meet them. In a single night would 
theae industrious litUe animals repair the opening 
that the passage of a boat had made in their dam* 

" It was early in October that Captain Franklin 
landed at Norway House, on the shores of Lake 
Winnipeg, or mvd(iy water. The water of this 
lake is in fact very niuddy, and a droll story is told 
by the Indians to account for it. One of their de- 
ities, according to their account, is a very mis- 
chievous little fellow, a kind of Eobin Puck ; his 
name is Weesakootchast, and he has a good deal of 
power, which he employs in tormenting. One day, 
however, an old woman caught him a.nd took him 
prisoner, and calling in a number of other women 
to help her, they so covered him with mud, that it 
took all the waters of the great lake to make him 
clean again, and the lake has appeared muddy ever 
sipce. 

" After crossing this * Muddy Lake,' they reached 
the * Grand Eapid' of the Saskatchawan Eiver. 
The foam of the water, which dashes over the 
rocks, and forces its way through a narrow bend- 
ing channel, is a very grand sight ; here a flock of 
pelicans and some brown eagles were fishing, un- 
disturbed by the roaring of the cataract, while some 
beautiful golden plovers, cross-beaks, and wood- 
peckers, were fluttering about. A delicate little 
marmot was caught who bore in his pouch a store 
of vetch for winter use. 

"They crossed the woods to the top of the 
* Grand Rapid,' where the scenery was very fine, 
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and pitched their tents at Cross Lake, where their 
night was enlivened with a most brilliant display 
of the Aurora Borealis. 

"After travelling in this laborious manner 
through scenes of wild and desolate grandeur, they 
were not sorry to reach the d^pot of the Hudson 
Bay's Company at Cumberland House, where Cap- 
tain Franklin determined to stop till the winter 
months were over. It was great enjoyment to 
leave their canoes for a time, and travel about in 
sledges drawn by dogs, who seemed as pleased 
with the exercise as the men themselves. The 
Indians in the neighbourhood of this dep6t were in 
an equally miserable state as those at York Fac- 
tory, the hooping-cough, hunger, and the measles, 
making sad havoc among them. Illness prevented 
them from hunting, and, shocking to relate, in- 
stances were mentioned to Captain Franklin of 
people who had been reduced to the necessity of 
devouring the bodies of their own family to satisfy 
their hunger: Another sad thing is, that those 
who are recovering themselves, give way to such 
excessive grief and despondency at the loss of their 
wives and children, that they cannot be roused to 
exertion." 

Tom. " I wonder, papa, that more cannot be done 
to assist the natives by European traders there." 

" It is melancholy, indeed, for if these poor peo- 
ple could be instructed in Christianity their minds 
would be supported and consoled in the midst of 
their hardships. This however must be a work of 



SCHOOL FOB THE INDIANS. 9S 

time, and, as captain Franklin statesthat the pr^- 
ent Governor, is endeavouring tp establish a school, 
for the yo^pgcr Indians,^ I^ shoi^ild^ l^PRQ' that it. 
woujd be eflfected by degreea, 

" Christm^ and New: Year's idays. were kept up 
with jollity by this, party, of Ei^rpfjeans, i^ themidst 
of the wilds of America, and a beaver wa? sacri- 
ficed to their enjoyment, the, flesh of which th^y 
found, very delicate. They, were, joined Vfx their 
evening dances by tte Canaciians. 

"In fixing th^ir arrangementsi fpr. the future, 
Captain. Franyin, detf^rnxined, upon, taking Mr. 
Bla^k and Hepburn/^^th him into the Athabasca 
departments, from whence guides, hu^ters, and in- 
terpreter^, could best be procured, whilst Dr. Kich- 
ardson and, Mr. Hood should remain at Cumber- 
land House till the spring, and then proceed with 
the storesr to Fort Chipewyan. With regard to the 
Stromness boatmen, ijt wap settled that they should 
be despatched to York factoiy, to fetch up the re- 
maining stores^ and then return to the coast, to be 
ready for the. first ship tha.t might sail to the 
Orkneys. 

" Having thus arranged their pla^s for the fu- 
ture, they had leisure to study the manners and 
habits of the hordes of Cree Indiana^ by which the 
establishment was surrounded. The misery these 
Indiansi endured at this time, from the measles and 
hooping;-cough, united with cold a,nd hunger, was 
extreme. One night, an Indian man caine into one 
of the houses, carrying in hi^ arms the body of a 
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dead child ; he was followed by his wife, and they 
told a sad tale : they bad been out hunting, they 
said, but had found no food ; and, while suffering 
the pangs of hunger, they had all been taken ilL 
So accustomed is an Indian to a state of starvation, 
that they did not dwell much on that part of their 
sufferings. Their journey to Cumberland House 
was a most terrible one; weakened with illness, 
and often with nothing to eat but a bit of skin, or 
a few berries, which were, at length, exhausted. 
For the last four days they had had nothing to eat, 
and all their anxious endeavours could not save the 
life of their child; it died just as they came in 
sight of Cumberland House. The poor parents 
were inconsolable, the father in particular, who, 
when food was offered him, threw it from him, ex- 
claiming, * Oh, my poor child I' 

" It must be allowed that these Cree Indians are 
improvident and indolent, but they are not without 
some good feelings, as this anecdote proves : they 
are hospitable and peaceable. Their faults are 
easily accounted for ; as they are hunters, accus- 
tomed to depend upon chance for their food, they 
care little for the morrow. They have a habit of 
boasting, which is, I suppose, to give their ene- 
mies an idea of their strength', and are ridiculously 
fearful of the conjuring powers of their neighbours. 
There are noted conjurors, whose saying is, * I am 
God-like :' and who delude their countrymeiJ in all 
manner of ways. One of these mighty conjurors 
visited Cumberland House, and gave out, that al- 
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thoagli bis bands and feet sbould be tied quite fast, 
yet, tbat if be were placed in a conjuring-house, be 
would undertake to summon two or tbree familiar 
spirits who would unloose bim. Accordingly a 
conjuring bouse was made for bim, by fastening four 
willows in tbe ground, and enclosing tbem in a 
boop at tbe top : a quantity of ropes were fastened 
round bis body, by wbicb be was beld fast, and a 
moose-skin was tbrown all over to conceal bim. 
He began a kind of cbaunt, but tbe Indians, wbo 
tbink mucb more of tbe powers of a wbite man, 
tban of tbose of a spirit, began to fear for bim ; at 
last tbe conjuring-bouse sbook violently. *One 
spirit at least is gone into bim,' said tbe Indians ; 
but, alas! no: it was only tbe * God-like man' 
trembling witb cold, for be bad gone in naked. 
He continued bis attempts for a few bours, wben, 
finding no spirits to release bim, be reluctantly 
gave up bis attempt Tbe fact was, tbat wbenever 
tbe Indians bad tied tbe cords, be bad found no 
difficulty in slipping tbe noose; but Governor 
Williams bad tied tbis knot bimself, and took care 
tbere sbould be no trick : after this discovery tbe 
fellow soon contrived to sneak away from the place. 
" Tbe Cree women are forced to work very bard ; 
they make the huts, dress the skins, cook, and 
carry all tl^ heavy loads ; though, wben any thing 
disables tbem, the men are not ashamed to assist 
them. One poor man's wife bad lost her feet by 
tbe frost, and he was obliged to bunt and do every 
tbing for bimself; and in winter be dragged bis 
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mfe tod all Ws stock of^fiirnitufe &^m <^ne etJ* 
campment to another. 

" Both men arid women 'are excessively fond of 
their children, and rarely punifth'them. Some- 
times the woman, whose temper is warm, cannot 
avoid giving a blow or two; toa troublesome child, 
but her heart is directly softened by the roar which 
follows, and she mingles her tears with those that 
streak the smoky face of her little dean 

"The manners and Gustoins of the Orees are 
much changed since Iheir intercourse with Euro- 
peans, but still they are sufBciently peculiar, 

" They are allowed two or more wives at a time, 
and when a young Oree marries his first wife, he 
takes up his abode in her father's tent, and hunts 
for the family ; he generally marries for his second 
wife, the sister of his first, who still remains mis- 
tress of the tent ; when he has children he may 
have a separate tent if he pleases ; but as long as 
he remains in his father-in-law's tent, he keeps up 
very little intercourse with hia father and mother- 
in-law. 

" The Crees have several games ; one of which 
is called mitten, and is played with four balls, three 
plain ones and one marked ; these four balls are 
hid under four mittens, and a person is desired to 
guess which is the marked ball ; if he guesses right, 
he "receives a feather, if wrong he gives one; they 
have ten feathers, and when one person has got 
them all in his hand, they begin over again, and 
divide the feathers equally between the players ; 
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and if the same person get the feathers three times, 
he has won the game, and receives the stakes. 

"They have another game called the platter, 
which is more intricate. Thej take about eight 
bears^ claws, which are covered with lines; these 
they shake in a wooden bowl, toss them up in the 
air and catch them again ; the claws are cut straight 
at the broad end, and if they happen to stand up- 
right on this broad end when they come down 
again, they count the lines on the uppermost part, 
and receive so many counters from the person they 
are playing with. 

" They likewise play at a game called the cross, 
in which they have high stakes ; these stakes are 
either tied to a post, in a large pasture chosen for 
the game, or given to the care of two old men. — 
Two parties prepare for the contest, by being 
ranged on each side the field, stripped, painted, 
and armed with a kind of battledore in the shape 
of the letter P ; the handle of this battledore is of 
some length, and its head is made of loose net- 
work, which forms a shallow bag ; this is called 
the cross. A ball is thrown up into the air, which 
each party try either to knock into their home or 
goal, or to catch in their net bags ; if they succeed 
in doing this, they jirk it out for some one else to 
knock it on to the home, and the other party are 
just as eager to strike it back to their's ; this kind 
of battle goes on till one or other of the parties get 
the ball into their home, which decides the game. 

" The ancient traditions of the Crees are so min- 

9 B 
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gled with the stories they have heard, since they 
have known Europeans, that it is not very easy to 
get a knowledge of their religious principles ; they 
all, however, believe in a general flood, which, ac- 
cording to their tradition, was caused by the fish 
who attempted to drown one of their demi-gods, 
with whom they had quarrelled. This demi-god, 
whose name was Woesackootchachto, built a raft, 
on which he embarked all his family with every 
kind of beast and bird; when the flood had cov- 
ered the earth a long time, he ordered some water- 
fowl to dive to the bottpm ; they were all drowned, 
and he then sent a mui»k-rat, who returned, bring- 
ing with him a mouthful of mud, with which the 
demi-god made a new earth, imitating the manner 
in which rats construct their houses ; a little mound 
of mud first appeared above the water, which con- 
tinued spreading until it formed an extensive bank, 
hardened by the sun into a solid mass. This 
clever little demi-god, however, is not very amiable, 
and the Indians do not sacrifice to him. 

''They have another deity, named Kepoochi- 
Icawn whom they worship, and make offerings to 
of all their most valuable things; they represent 
bim by a rough kind of human figure, or by tying 
the tops of willows together, and though they wor- 
gbip him they treat him with great freedom, scold- 
ing ^«d threatening him if he does not give them 

""" tbinrelse ^^""^ ^'''' ^^^^ ^^^"""^ P''^^ ^^" 

^^.. A Cree hunter resolved to dedicate some offer- 
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ings to this god, and the following was the cere- 
mony of the dedication : — The two wives of the 
hunter built a temple, or sweating-house, of arched 
willows, large enough to hold about twelve men ; 
in shape it was like an oven, and was covered with 
moose skins, except on the east. side, which was 
left open to serve as a doot ; a dozen red-hot stones, 
with a few leaves scattered about them, were put 
into a hole in the ground in the centre of the tent ; 
all was prepared for the hunter, who came for- 
ward: he was naked, and held in his hand an 
image of the god, rudely carved ; this he placed at 
the upper part of the sweating-house, and pro- 
ceeded to fasten his offerings round the neck of 
the image ; a cotton handkerchief, a looking glass, 
a tin box, a piece of ribbon, and a morsel of to- 
bacco were the costly offerings which he presented 
to the god, and for which he had paid as many as 
twenty skins. While the hunter was so engaged, 
xnany of his brother Indians entered the tent after 
undressing themselves, and ranged themselves on 
each side ; the hunter squatted down on the floor 
by the side of his beloved image and made a speech 
to it, told it what valuable presents he had made 
it, and desired it not to be ungrateful. He then 
set up a hymn, the chorus of which was, * I will 
walk with god, I will go with the animal,' in which 
chorus aU the others joined ; then he took a pipe 
filled with tobacco and bear-berry leaves, and 
moved it slowly round and round over the red-hot 
stones ; the mouth of the pipe was then held to 
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that of the image, then towards- the earth, and then, 
in an equally solemn manner, to all the four quar- 
ters of the sky ; then he drew a few whiffe from 
the pipe, passed it to hi» neighbour, and so on 
round to that whole party; when the pipe was 
emptied, the hunter made another prayer to the 
god, a hymn followed, and some more water was 
sprinkled upon the hot stones, and the attendants 
closed the temple by covering it with moose skins. 
The heat was intense, not only to the people 
within, but to the spectators on the outside who 
were all perspiring freely; the worshippers re- 
mained in the sweating-house half Jin hour, and 
the corering was then thrown off, and the half 
stewed beings exposed to the air ; after this cere- 
mony was quite over, the sweaters scampered off 
to the river and pluriged into it 

" With regard to a future state, an old Indian, 
named Blackfoot, told Captain Franklin, that it 
was a tradition among them, that the souls of the 
dead scramble up the sides of a steep rock on the 
top of which they find a beautiful plain with all 
sorts of game in it, and new tents pitched here and 
there ; they then see the inhabitants who come up 
to them, and in -new seal-skin dresses welcome the 
good to the happy land ; while those who have led 
" bad lives, are sent back and thrown down the steep 
rock which they had been ascending. 

" Women who have been guilty of infanticide, 
or of killing their own children, are never admitted 
into tihe happy country, but wander about, with 
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branches of trees tied to their legs. They are 
supposed to be always moaning, and in still sum- 
mer evenings the screams of the goatsucker are 
mistaken for the groans of these poor women. 

" The painful operation of tattooing is here prac- 
tised : the women, in general, are tattooed only in 
lines, down from the corners of the mouth to the 
lower jaw ; but the men's whole bodies are com- 
pletely covered with lines and figures. It is con- 
sidered rather as a proof of courage, than of orna- 
ment, for the operation is a very painful one, and 
lasts several days. The lines in the face are made 
by a kind of awl which pierces the skin, under 
which is drawn a string dipped in charcoal water. 
The lines in the body are done with needles set in 
a frame. A number of bells are fixed to the frame, 
which, by their jingling, hide the groans of the 
person who is being tattooed, singing also goes on 
at the same time. One of the Indians, who had 
his arm cut off by Dr. Eichardson, declared, that 
tattooing was much the most painful operation of 
the two. 

" The seeseequay, a kind of rattle, and the Cree 
drum are the two musical instruments of the people. 
In the latter they have great faith; an instance 
may be given in the poor man before mentioned, 
who came to the fort and had lost his child ; ex- 
hausted as he was, he would not leave behind an 
enormous drum, which he carried at his back. 

" I could relate to you, my boys, a number of 
other characteristics of these wild people, which 
9» 
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would surprise you, but I am anxious to accom- 
pany our voyagers, some of whom now prepared 
to leave Cumberland-bouse." 

" Papa, I expect some extraordinary adventures, 
for I think they have got into a wild kind of place," 
cried Charles. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE TRAVELLERS PHSPABE TO LEAVE OVMBBIILAND-HOVSE. THBIB 
TBAVBLLINO DBf^ES AND EQUIPAGE. WOLVEB' METHOD OV 
CATOHING THE RSIN^DSEIb ARRIVAL AT CARLTON BOUSE. SNOW- 
SHOES. MB. BAOK VISITS A STONE-INDIAN ENOAMPMBNT. OHAR- 
ACTBB OF THESE SAVAGES. THEIB DRESS. OBUELTT Ot STONE 
INDIANS. BUFFALO POUND. MODE OF HUNTING BUFFALOES. 8U- 
PEBSTinOUS PBAOnOSS OF CBSES. DE8CBIPTI0N OF OABLTON 
HOUSE. METHOD OF MAKING PEMMICAN. CAPTAIN FBANKUN 
PURSUES HIS JOUBNET TO ISLE A-LA-CB068E. GBEEN LAKE. 
8CAB0ITT OF PBOVI8IONS. VOBAOITT OB CANADIAN V0TAGEB8. 
GLEAB LAKE. AUBOBA BOBBALI8. METHTE POBTAG& OHIPEWTAN 
INDIANS. THUMB, THE CHIEF. MB. BACK DBAWS A LIKENESS OF 
THE SON. CHIPEWTAN CHIEF NAMED "sUN." PIERBB AU-CALAMEIL 
ANECDOTE OF AN OLD CANADIAN. THE END OF A JOUBNET OF 857 
MILES. PAIN OF WALKING IN SNOW SHOES. PLEASUBEB OF THE 
ENCAMPMENT. FOBT CHIPEWTAN. BABBITs' HEADS. TRADITION 
CONCERNING THE DI8C0VEBY OF THE COPPEB MINES. CHIPEWYANs' 
ESTEEM FOB THEIB DOGS. THEIB WANT OF HOSPITALITT. THE 
PARTS IS JOINED BT MB. HOOD AND DB. BIOHABDSON. JOUBNAL 
OF MR. HOOD. THE ** WABBIOB." MOOSE-DEEB. THE PARTY 
LEAVE CUMBEBLAND-HOUSE WITH THEIB CANADIAN BOATMEN. AD- 
VENTUBE AT OTTEB POBTAGE. BEACH THE ISLE A-LA-CBOSSE. 
'POVEBTT OF ITS FEW BESIDBNTS. THE WHOLE PABTT SET FOB- 
WABD. THE POBTAGE OF THE DBOWNED, CROSS THE OBEAT 
SLAVE LAKE. MB. WENTZEL. OONFEBENGE WITH THE INDIANS. 
DANCE. YELLOW KNIFE BIVEB, OB BIVEB OF THE TOOTHLESS 
FISH. ARRIVE AT THEIR STATION AFTER A JOURNEY OF 553 
MILES. AKATTGHO's DESERTION OF THE EXPEDITION. 

" TN" beginning the travels of our countrymen, I 
must describe their equipment, which you will 
think somewhat extraordinary. Their snow shoes 
for instance, which you must not imagine to resem- 
ble the neat leather ones which so exactly fit your 
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feet, Charles. These are made of two light bar?f 
of wood, fastened together at each end, the front 
turning up, and the back ending in a point; the 
flpaces between the bare are filled np with a fine 
netting formed of leather strips every where ex- 
cept where the feet go in. They are so contrived, 
that the heel rises while the back of the shoe goes 
down, and remains level with the snow ; the length 
of this elegant little shoe is from fi>\yr to six feet, 
and its breadth a foot and a half. 

" A capot, or fur cap, under which a hood i» 
worn in cold weather, leather trowsers, and Indian 
stockings, with a blanket over all, secured round 
the waist by a belt, in which i» sus^nded a fire- 
bag, knife, and hatchet, completed the dress which 
our travellers put on for their journey. 

"■ Their sledges were made of two or three flat 
boards curved up in front and fastened by cross 
bars of wood, with carioles, or pieces of leather, 
which are affixed to the sledge, and form a cover- 
ing for the lower part of the body, and each sledge 
was drawn by three dogs. 

"The party consisted of Captain Franklin, Mr. 
Back, and Hepburn, and several sledges full of 
traders. 

" When they were on their second day'^s journey, 
they met Mr. Isbester, whose employment during- 
the winter is, to follow and find the Indians, and 
get their furs in order to send them to Englanifand 
elsewhere. And little do we think of the trouble 
and danger there is in procuring this luxury and 
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ornament ; for it can hardly be called a necessary 
in our mild climate. He was going in search of a 
band of Indians, of whom nothing had been heard 
for four- months, and his only guide for finding 
them was, that they had promised to hunt in a par- 
ticular place at a particular time. This place was 
about six or seven days' journey from the place in 
which he then was, and he had provisions to last 
him till he could reach it; but it might happen, as 
it often had before, that the Indians had left, and 
that a Ml of anow had hidden their foot marks, 
and then where was he to look for a supply of 
food? It was not many weeks before, that he, and 
his servant, and dogs, were four days withotxt food, 
and were just on the point of killing one of the 
dogs to satisfy their hunger, when he happily met 
with the Indians. 

"Wolves, red-deer, and foxes crossed the path 
of our travellers several times. A wolf passed 
close to a man who was beating a track in the 
snow, but did not attempt to touch him. Wolves 
are inferior in speed to the red or moose deer, 
whom they get at therefore by stratagem. When 
they see a herd of deer grazing near a cliff, they as- 
semble in numbers, form a crescent, and creep 
gently, so as not to alarm the deer, till they are 
quite near to them. When they have surrounded 
them so that the deer cannot escape, they set up 
hideous yells, which so terrify these poor animals, 
that they set off full speed and are easily driven 
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down tbe cliffi by their enemies, who then deflcend 

at leisore, and devoar the mangled carcasses. 

**The country through which Captain Franklin 
was now trayelling was not utterly desolate. Here 
and there they met with an old deserted house, in 
which the travellers took up their station for a 
night, the wolves serenading them without tbe walls 
with their hideous yellsw As they approached 
Carlton-house their provisions became very scanty 
and the dogs were allowed to eat only scraps of 
burnt leather ; the cold waa very great^ and even 
whilst walking they had difficulty in preventing 
their skin» from being frozen. They were de* 
lighted therefore to reach the good quarters of 
Carlton-house, where they were hospitably regaled 
with a hot dish of buffalo steaks. 

"Captain Franklin suffered too much fiom 
swelled ancles, owing to walking in tbe heavy 
snow shoes^ to proceed immediately : Mr, Back and 
himself, therefore, went to visit some Stone Indi- 
ans who lived in the adjoining plains. The char- 
acter of these people is not very pleasing, though 
their looks are prepossesring ; they are very 
treacherous, and dreadful thieves, particularly of 
horses, which, they say, were sent by the Almighty 
for the general use of man, and therefore, that they 
have a right to take them wherever they find them. 
Besides this, they strip defenceless people, when 
they meet them, of all their clothes, especially those 
who have buttons about them, and leave them to 
find their way home without them, however oold 
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the weather may be. The traders have such a 
dread of them, that they keep men on guard while 
they sleep, for fear of being surprised by these 
people, who do not hesitate to murder if they can. 
These Stone Indians are of a light copper colour, 
M'ith a profusion of black hair, on which they string 
beads, buttons, and small coral bells, the tingling 
of which when they move their heads pleases these 
wild creatures. Their features are regular; they 
are tall and well made, and their dress neat and 
convenient A waistcoat and trowsers of leather, 
cover their body closely, and a buffalo robe thrown 
gracefully over alL These dresses are cleaned with 
whxte mud^ a kind of marl, and looks bright con- 
tracted with their jetty locks. Their quiver hangs 
behind them, and in their hand they carry a bow 
and arrow ready for attack or defence ; a bag or- 
namented with porcupine quills, and filled with 
materials for lighting a fire, a calumet or pipe, and 
tobacco completes his equipment The Stone In- 
dians are on friendly terms with their neighbours, 
the Creee, and join in acts of hostility to the Slave 
Indians, who are, like themselves, a desperate set 
of men. Captain Franklin was fortunately pre- 
vented, by a fall of snow, from visiting an encamp- 
ment of these Stone Indians, for though they may 
receive a visitor kindly, and treat him hospitably, 
yet they generally send two or three young men 
to waylay and rob him on his way home." 

Charles. "Oh I papa, what a disgusting ac- 
coimt I and how very different are these Stone In- 
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dians from the poor Crees, who, in the midst of 
misery, are kind hearted." 

**I agree with you, Charles, and to be snr- 
roanded with such human beings, must be tar worse 
than to be left alone with wolves and bears, un- 
less there could be hopes of taming and civilizing 
these barbarous people. I turn with pleasure from 
these barbarians to give you some further account 
of the Crees, whose encampment in the same neigh- 
bourhood our travellers had the curiosity to visit, 
as well as a buffalo pound. Seven tents formed 
the encampment; the chief occupied the largest, 
and welcomed them with a hearty shake of the 
hand, and * What cheer 1' As their visit had been 
expected, the tents had been prepared ; fresh grass 
was strewed upon the ground ; buffalo robes placed 
for them to sit upon, and the kettle upon the jBre, 
ready to boil meat. Our travellers invited the 
chief to smoke with them, and the news was 
shouted through the camp, which brought a num- 
ber of hunters to join the party. The women and 
children withdrew, according to the etiquette of 
the country. The calumet or pipe was lighted, 
and presented to the chief, who pointed it to the 
south, west, north, and east, and then to the heavens, 
the earth, and the fire, as an offering to the spiriia 
who presided. He then took three whifife, gave 
it to another, who did the same, and so it w^nt 
round the party. Some rum and water was then 
presented to the chief, who, before he drank, took 
a feather, and, dipping it in the cup, sprinkled 
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9ome i&pon the ground, uttering a. prayer each time. 
He prayed to the Great Spirit, that buffaloes might 
come in abundanee to the pound ; then he prayed 
that other animals, and particularly those whose fur 
was valuable, might be plentiful ; then he prayed 
that the whole party might escape sickness, and 
many other prayers. At the end of every prayer 
the hunters cried out * aha:' the old man then drank 
a little, and passed the cup round. The whole 
party then smoked and conversed, and our travel- 
lers would have been glad enough, if their inter- 
preters could have related to them all the conversa- 
tion, for it appeared very humourous, and produced 
much laughing among themselves. 

*^ Some Stone Indians came into the camp, but 
one only of them entered the tent, as they are not 
great friends with the Crees. Captain Franklin, 
by means of the interpreter, begged the Crees to 
continue to behave kindly to the traders, and he 
promised to mention their good conduct to their 
* great father' beyond the sea, which is the name 
the natives give to the king of England. 

" The buffalo pound was a circular space, fenced 
in and banked up with snow at the entrance, to 
prevent the buffaloes from getting out, after they 
had once been in. For about a mile leading to 
the pound a number of tall stakes were driven into 
the ground, which the buffaloes mistake for men, 
and which prevent them from running out. A 
number of Indians lie concealed behind branches 
of trees at some distance from the pounds, while a 
10 
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party of horsemen chase the buffido into the road 
leading to it. They shout and drive on the poor 
animals, and as they get nearer, the concealed In- 
dians rise and set up another shout, which so be- 
wilders the bufEEdoes, that they hurry into the 
pound, and an arrow or gun soon despatches them.'^ 

Tom. " This mode of hunting the buffalo, papa, 
is something like that of hunting elephants in the 
island of Ceylon." 

Papa. "The Crees^ who, as you have learned 
from what I have related to you, are a very reli- 
gious people, have always a large tree in the centre 
of the pound, on which they hang strips of buf- 
falo skin, as grateful offerings to the Grreat Master 
of Life ; and they often place a man in this tree 
to sing to the presiding spirit until the hunt is over 
and the buffaloes all killed. 

" Carlton-house, which is a little provision post 
for the traders in fur, is pleasantly situated near 
the river. The land about it is fertile, and pro- 
duces wheat, barley, and potatoes, and in winter 
the provisions are furnished by the Indians in the 
form of dried meat and fat. A steep bank rises 
above the house, beyond which is an immeasurable 
plain, in travelling across which the trader finds 
his horse for ever stumbling in badger holes, and bo- 
sides suffering from thirst and hunger, meets with no 
fuel to warm him except the dried dung of buffaloes. 

" Pemmican is the principal food for voyagers 
as the least bulky, and is made of buffalo meat, 
dried by the Indians iij the sun, spread on ^ skjn 
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and pounded with stones. They bring it in this 
state to the forts, where the hair is sifted from it, 
and melted fat kneatied into it. It is then squeezed 
tight into leathern bags, hung out to cool, is fit for 
use, and if kept dry will be good a year or two. 

"As soon as Captain Franklin and his party 
were recovered from their fatigue, they made pre- 
parations for continuing their journey to Isle k la 
Crosso. Captain Franklin and Mr. Back were 
mounted on horseback, and the carioles and sledges 
filled with provisions. It was February, the 
weather was tolerably warm, and as they met with 
deer, partridges, and rabbits, they had an abundant 
supply of food which was particularly agreeable to 
their Canadian voyagers, who were very ravenous 
kind of people. They stopped for a time at the 
Company's trading posts at the Green Lake, where 
they heard that provisions were likely to be very 
scarce farther north, and they accordingly wrote to 
Dr. Bichardson, requesting him to bring as much 
as his canoes would hold. On leaving Green 
Lake they were favoured with a friendly salute of 
guns, which were fired by women, the men being 
absent hunting. They crossed the woods to the 
Beaver River, the banks of which were adorned 
with pines, willows, and poplars. Woods destroyed 
by fire every where met their eyes, and a very des- 
olate appearance it gave to the country. While 
the party were passing through a deep glen, they 
came up to the remains of an Indian hut. The ra- 
pacious Canadians, hoping to find something to 
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eat, palled off the cover of a pile of wood which 
wa» near it, when to their surprise, thej found the 
body of a woman in a leather dressy which evi* 
denti J bad been placed there Terj lecently. The 
clothes she had formerly worn lay besidie ber^ to^ 
^ther with materials for making a fire, a hatchet, 
and a b«rk-dish and a fishing line. An owl was 
sitting on a tree Just by, which the CaDadksns 
thought ominous, and covering up the pile again, 
proceeded. They next passed several lakes and 
swamps, till they came to li'crin LaSce^ from whicb 
traders get their birch to build sledges or frameocux ; 
there they met some sledges full of fish sent them 
from Ide si la Groese. They came the next day ta 
the Gonypony's bouse at I^e ^ la C^x^sse Lake, and 
were hospitably leoeived. The Indians assembte 
to play at the game of the Ooss in an i^and of 
this lake, wbicb accounts fi»r its name, aod it j» 
oelebrated also ix a fish called the tittameg. 

" After a short rest here, our party went travel- 
Ung along by Glmr Lake and BuffeJo Lake tiy 
Beaver Biver, enlivened by the paddling song;^ of 
their Canadian voyagers, and illuminated by the 
Aurora Borealis, which was particularly fine. At 
Ihe fort here they had a dance, which the residents 
always expect to be treated with on the arrival of 
any stranger* 

*^ Pursuing their journey they came to Methyo: 
Portage, where the seenery was very grand, even 
though it was winter. Here they overtook a party 
of Chipewyan Indians^ and smoked a calmxiet iik> 
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the tent of the chief, whose name was Thumb. — 
Mr. Back drew a picture of one of Thumb's sons, 
with which the father was highly delighted, and 
he charged the boy to be very good since his pic- 
ture had been drawn by a great chief. 

"They came to another Chipewyan tent, the 
chief of whom was named the Sun, and he had 
five sons who were hunters. Both of these families 
were very disconsolate at the loss of some relations, 
nor could the travellers get any information from 
them. 

" They next arrived at a station in the Athabasca 
department, called Pierre au Calumet, which is so 
called from being the place where the stone is 
found of which the Indians and Canadians make 
their pipes. In proceeding onward to Fort Chip- 
ewyan, they passed an old Canadian who was rest- 
ing his wearied dogs, during the heat of the day. 
He was carrying meat from the Indians, and his 
sledge which was loaded with two hundred and fifty 
pounds' weight, was dragged by two miserable dogs. 
Captain Franklin was amused at the conceit of this 
fellow, who entered into a quarrel with the other 
Canadians about their dogs, and offered to lay them 
a wager, that his two dogs, lean and poor as they 
were, should carry their burthen to the Athabasca 
Lake sooner than any three of theirs. The chief 
reason he gave for this was his own superior skill 
in driviag. 

"Thus Captain Franklin and his brave com- 
panions travelled on, and approached towards the 
10* 
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end of a journey, eight hundred and fifty seven 
miles in length, many ports of which, bad bcerr 
agreeable, and many more, most disagreeable. 
The fatigue and pain of walking in snow shoes, 
can hardly be imagined by those who have never 
fe]t a weight of two or three pounds,, fastened to 
sore feet and swelled ankles. Another evil they 
experienced was in witnessing the cruel manner in 
which the Ganadians use their dogs, whom they 
beat unmercifully. 

"But when stretched out in the encampment 
beft>re a roasting 6re, amid merry ocxnpapions, all 
care was for the time forgotten, even the trouble- 
some dogs were forgiv6ti, who prowled about to 
snatch at every kind of food tbey eoold reach ; 
these animals indeed made up for the trouble they 
gave by the warmth they imparted at night, when 
they reposed by the side or by the feet of the tra- 
vellers. The hospitable reception they met with 
at Trading Fort too, was most gratifying to the 
travellers, and recompensed them for much suffering. 

" At Fort Chipewyan, the first object of Captain 
Franklin was to gain information as to the mode 
of reaching the Copper-Mine River. An old Chipe- 
wyan, named Rabbit's-head, gave a curious tra- 
dition concerning the discovery of the copper mines 
in the neighbourhood of the river. This is it: — 
* A party of Esquimaux, who were supposed to in- 
habit a land beyond the seas, came over and stole 
a woman from the Chipewyan Indians. She, poor 
soul, was very unhappy among them, and after 
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some years' residence ran away and readied the 
sea-side. As she was sitting there disconsolate a 
wolf came and licked the teara from her eyes, and 
then walked into the sea. With joy, she per- 
ceived the water was very shallow, and she deter- 
mined upon following the wolf. With two sticks 
she made her way through the waves, and walked 
on for two days ; the third day the water became 
deeper, but still she persevered, and on the fifth 
she reached her native shore. A herd of rein-deer 
passed by, and with some kind of weapon she 
killed enough for her winter's store, and built a 
house for herself. Next spring, when she came 
out of her snow hut, she found the earth all glitter- 
ing with bits of copper, and she saw at a distance a 
hill of copper: she collected what she could, think- 
ing it might be useful to her friends, stuck her 
clothes all over with it, and set out again to seek 
her home. She soon met some of her relations, 
and telling them what she had discovered, took 
them to the copper hill : but they, treating her un- 
gratefully, she fled to the summit of the hill, which 
opened suddenly, and swallowed up both herself 
and the hill. Ever aflier small pieces of copper 
only could be found.' 

" This is a specimen of Indian tradition, and we 
must not wonder that they become rather marvel- 
lous, since the natives have no means of writing 
down their histories, nor any principle of truth to 
guide them. 

"The Chipewyans are as boastful, or indeed 
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more 80, than any other tribe Franklin met with. 
They style themaelves the northern Indians, or 
the • people-' They soppose that they originajly 
sprang firom a dog, and some years ago the wise 
idea entered their* heads that it was wrong to em- 
ploy animals so nearly related to them, and there- 
fore they determined npon destroying them all. 
Of course, the task of dragging the sledges, and 
carrying the tents, now falls to the women's share, 
since the proud Chipewyan only condescends to \ 

carry his gun and his medicine chest. The char- 
acter of these people is not much more pleasing 
than that of the Stone Indians; they are cruel to 
their wives, they abandon the aged and the sick, 
and they have not even the virtue of hospitality. 
If any one enters their tent he is never offered any 
food, but if the stranger 'has impudence enough to 
thrust his stick into the boiling pot and fish up a 
piece of meat for himself, the Chipewyan thinks it 
beneath his dignity to quarrel with him about a 
bit of meat. 

"It was the middle of July before Captain 
Franklin could collect sufficient stores and infor- 
mation to enable him to proceed, and in the mean 
time he had been joined by Dr. Eichardson and 
Mr. Hood, of whose journey to Chipewyan Fort I 
must give you some account; but first tell me, 
Charles, whether you would be as willing to'make 
discoveries by land, as you professed yourself to 
Wish to do by sea?' 

"Indeed, papa," answered Charles, "I feel my 
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courage sinking fast. Hunger, * cold, fatigue, and 
the neighbourhood of those Indian savages^ appear 
to me too much for any one to endure." 

" It is indeed, Charles, a terrific prospect ; let ua 
wish our trarellers courage through their perils, 
the account of which ought to make us think lightly 
of our own little daily trials, which are apt to affect 
our temper and our happiness much more than 
they ought. 

" To return to our travellers. Mr. Hood, whom 
we left at Cumberland -house, had made an ex- 
cursion to the Basquian hills, to draw a picture of 
a moose-deer. He visited the tent of an Indian, 
named * Warrior/ and amused himself by sketch- 
ing the inside of the tent and its inhabitants. One 
of the old women left off quarrelling with another, 
thinking he was employing a oharm against her : 
and a young man, in mimickry of him, drew, with 
a piece of charcoal, a picture of a frog on the side 
of the tent, and by pointing at Mr. Hood, drew 
forth peals of laughter from the Indians. It was 
so long before the hunters could succeed in killing 
a moose-deer, that the savages concluded, as they 
do when they are suffering any affliction, that the 
evil spirit was tormenting them, and they assem- 
bled all together, and beat a tambourine and sang 
a hymn to the manito or deity, and uttered three 
words over and over again, which were intended 
for a prayer for success. A moose was at length 
caught : but between the starving Indiians and the 
rapacious wolves, Mr. Hood had great trouble in 
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keeping it together till he had made a drawing of 
it, when it was instantly cut up and devoured. 

" The English travellers, accompanied by eight 
Canadian boatmen in two canoes, and some small 
store of provision, at length left Cumberland-house. 
They crossed several small lakes, and sailed down 
Sturgeon river, where they met with numerous 
and dangerous rapids. 

" They crossed Beaver j Island, fferon, and Woody 
Lakes, and embarked on a part of the Mississippi 
River, leading to Bapid River, till they arrived at 
the Mountain Portage. This was an ascent over a 
rocky island, between which and the shore were 
three large cataracts. The country here became 
very bold, woody, and mountainous. Their first 
adventure happened at the Otter Portage. — The 
river ran with rapidity among large stones. They 
carried the cargoes,' and attempted to get the 
canoes through by tracking. They succeeded 
with the first canoe, but the last, with the steers- 
man and foreman in it, was upset and hurried 
away by the current Mr. Hood immediately 
jumped into the other boat, and urging the men to 
follow him, they immediately launched into the 
rapid, descended it quickly, and perceived the bot- 
tom of the lost canoe above water in a little bay 
into which it had been whirled by the eddy. One 
man had reached the bank, but the foreman was 
seen no more. The canoe was saved, but the 
Canadians were deeply affected with the loss of 
their companion, and, full of melancholy forebod- 
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ings, erected a little cross in the rocks near wUch 
he had perished. 

" Their road lay through a variety of lakes, 
rivers, and portages, till they reached the Isle k la 
Crosse, where in vain they endeavoured to pro- 
cure a supply of provision to take with them for 
the expedition. — All the residents were ill sup- 
plied, and poor; ten bags of pemmican alone 
could be furnished. From this post their route 
was very similar to that Captain Franklin had re- 
cently taken : the weather being fine, they had 
few troubles to brave except the mosquitoes and 
sand flies, and the disappointment of finding, when 
they reached Chipewyan, that their ten bags of 
pemmican were all rotten and good for nothing. 

" With this disaster ended Mr. Hood's narrative, 
who, with Dr. Eichardson, having joined Captain 
Franklin at Fort Chipewyan, the whole party pre- 
pared to go forward^ not without some few melan- 
choly forebodings on account of their scanty sup- 
ply of provisions. The small store, however, they 
could procure from their trading friends at Chipe- 
wyan, was packed up in three canoes, and as the 
Canadians were very cheerful, the party set out in 
great glee. A lively paddling song was volun- 
teered by the boatmen, and kept up till they lost 
sight of the houses. They entered the magnifi- 
cent river called the Slave river, passed down a 
part of the Dog river, and reached * The Portage 
of the Drowned.' This took its melancholy name 
from an accident that happened there many years 



120 ENGAGE AN INTERPRETER. 

ago. Two canoes arrived at the upper end of the 
portage* In one of them was a skilful guide, who 
thought he might venture to shoot the rapid, and 
he promised to fire a musket, as a signal for the 
othCT canoe to follow if he came safely to the bot- 
tom. It proved a very dangerous rapid, and the 
boat and the crew were nearly lost in spite of the 
skill of the guide. They reached the land, how- 
ever, when ail unlucky fellow seized a gun and 
fired at a bird. The other canoe took this as a 
signal, followed incautiously down the rapid, got 
frightened in the middle, the canoe upset, and 
every man was drowned. 

" At Salt river the party filled their casks with 
salt for winter use, and here too they had the good 
fortune to kill a buffalo which was swimming in 
the river. They towed him to land and loaded 
the canoes with meat, and amid the songs of the 
boatmen descended the stream merrily. 

"At* the foot of Moose-deer island they engaged 
Pierre St. Germain as interpreter to the expedition, 
but could not get a farther supply of provision. 

"After crossing the Great Slave Lake, they 
reached Fort Providence, where Mr. Wentzel hietd 
procured for them an Indian guide. Mr. Wentzel 
was a trader, whose business was to make arrange- 
ments with the Indian hunters, and distribute stores 
and provisions to the European traders. 

" And now our travellers held their first confer- 
ence with the Indians who were to assist them in 
their expedition, and accordingly they dressed 
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themselves in their uniforms, and made themselves 
as smart as possible, as they were told the Indians 
thought much of appearances. The Indian canoes 
approached in regular order, and on landing, the 
chief, whose name was Akaitcho, or Big foot, 
marched up with a very grave look, till he reached 
the hall where the officers were, and after smoking 
his pipe, drinking a glass of spirits, of which he 
handed a glass to each of his followers who were 
seated on the floor around him, he began his har- 
angue. ' He rejoiced,' he said, ' to see such great 
chiefs on his lands : his tribe was poor, but they 
loved white men, and he had heard too that a 
great medicine chief was among them, who could 
restore the dead to life. And as he now under- 
took to assist them in their expedition, he wished 
to know what was the object of it ?' 

"Captain Franklin answered, that he and his 
companions were come from the greatest chief in 
the world, who loved peace, and was the father of 
the trading countries, and that hearing his children 
in the north were in great want of merchandize, in 
consequence of the distance by land, he had sent 
some people to find out a nearer way by sea, by 
■which vessels could bring a supply to their country. 

" Akaitcho and his guides then gave all the in- 
formation they could, and after they had made 
many promises of assistance, Captain Franklin put 
a medal round the neck of the chief, with which 
he was highly pleased, though he thought it be- 
coming his dignity to look very grave. 
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" A dance in the evening oonclnded this peace- 
ful introduction^ and after the Indians bad been 
amused with the grotesque gestures of the Cana- 
dians, they favoured the travellers with a sight of 
the celebrated dog-rib Indian dance. To perform 
this, they ranged themselves in a circle, and, with 
their legs widely separated, jumped all together, 
sideways, with their bodies bent, their hands upon 
their hips, and a '' (sa" at the end of each jump. 

" The party of Indians who were to accompany 
the expedition to the Copper-mine River being se- 
lected, the travellers set out, having a small canoe 
to carry the women, in addition to the three others. 
Akaitcho at first kept up a kind of state, but when 
he thought the Europeans did not observe him, he 
would frequently help the Indian to paddle his ca- 
noe along, and in a few days he was quite free and 
easy with them. 

" They proceeded, travelling in the same manner 
as they had done before, up the Yellovf -knife River, 
or as the Indians call it Beg-ho-lo-dessy, ' the river 
of the toothless fish.' But, alas I neither toothless 
fish, nor any other fish could be procured, and the 
rein-deer were very shy, so that our party began to 
feel pangs of hunger creep upon them. The Ca- 
nadians, whose dispositions now began to show 
themselves, murmured many days, and then broke 
out into open discontent, and threatened not to pro- 
ceed a step farther without food. Captain Franklin 
behaved with great spirit, and ordered any one of 
them who dared to stop, to be instantly punished, 
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for he perceived they were trying their power with 
their new masters, and that if he gave way to them 
at first that they would continue disobedient. In 
consequence of this firm conduct they behaved 
tolerably well for a time, and every supply of deer 
brought in by the hunters restored their spirits. 

" A number of lakes brought them, at last, to 
the spot which the Indians recommended for their 
winter establishment, and accordingly they en- 
camped there. It proved a very well chosen situ- 
ation, commanding a fine view, and sheltered by 
pines thirty or forty feet high. 

" Thus had they accomplished a journey from 
Fort Cbipewyan, five hundred and fifl;y-three miles 
long, and as it was Sunday, when they arrived at 
this station, they spent it in rest and thanksgiving, 
and all united in hearing divine service read. 

" Akaitcho and the Indians who had staid be- 
hind hunting were warned of the arrival of the 
travellers at their destination, by a large fire on a 
hill. The voyagers divided into two parties, the 
one to find wood and build a store-house, the other 
to fetch the meat as the hunters killed it. A flock 
of geese migrating to the south, gave them the 
melancholy intimation that winter was again ap- 
proaching, and they had the vexation to find that 
Akaitcho positively refused to accompany them 
himself or suflFer any of his people to accompany 
them to the Copper-mine till the next spring, as 
they would all be certain of losing their lives from 
cold and hunger. After saying a great deal to him 
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to make him change his reeolation, Akaitoho said^ 
* well, if you will not be persaaded for yoar own 
good, to give np going this winter, yon shall take 
some of my young men with you, but the moment 
they embajrk in the canoes I shall lament them as 
dead.' 

"This desertion of the chief obliged Captain 
Franklin to give up his intended journey for the 
winter, and he contented himself with sending Mr. 
Back and Mr. Hood in a light canoe to ascertain 
the distance and the size of the Copper-mine River. 
Accordingly they set out, accompanied by St. Ger- 
main and some Canadians^ and furnished widi a 
tent, blankets, and eight days* provisions. 

"An eclipse, which had happened some little 
time before, excited great curiosity among the In- 
dians, who wondered above every thing, how the 
white men could fixetel wheai it would ha^^en. It 
convinced them, they said, that whites were supe- 
rior to Indians. Captain Franklin took the oppor- 
tunity of talking to them of a Supreme Being, and 
of persuading th^n to pay great attention to do 
what was right, in order to please their Heavenly 
Father, and Akaitcho immediately said, * we will 
go directly and hunt and provide food for the white 
men, in return for the interesting things they have 
been telling us.' " 

Charles. " I begin to think, papa, that these 
poor savages want only instruction to make them 
good people, and that they deserve more pity than 
contempt" 
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"ipORT Enterprize, for such the winter estab- 
lishment was named, was deserted for a time, 
as Akaitcho, with his Indians had taken theif de- 
parture, and Captain Franklin and Dr. Richardson 
were gone a walking tour towards the Copper-mine 
River. The house was finished in the mean time, 
and preparations made for another tedious northern 
winter. 

" When all were again re-assembled, Mr. Back 
and Belanger were despatched to Fort Providence 
to see what stores and provisions could be pro- 
cured, for the hunting season was closed, and the 
Indian party had added their numbers to be fed at 
the fort. 

" Belanger was the first to return ; he had 
walked for six and thirty hours during a storm ; 
11* 
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his hair was matted with snow, and he was covered 
with a crust of ice from head to foot, so that they 
scarcely knew him at the fort He brought a packet 
of letters from England, which, when thawed, was 
found to contain the news of the death of George 
the Third, which Captain Franklin wisely concealed 
from the Indians, lest the death of their * great 
master* might lead them to suppose that the En- 
glishmen might not be able to keep their promises 
to them. This precaution was very needful, but, 
unfortunately, some Indians arrived soon after with 
the report that these travellers were not really oflEi- 
cers of the great king, but only a set of wretched 
dependants, who wanted to obtain subsistence in 
the plentiful country of the Copper Indians ; and 
that as the trading companies had only helped 
them out of charity, there would be no chance of 
their being able to reward the Indians as they had 
promised. Of this report Akaitcho very properly 
came and informed Captain Franklin, and he suc- 
ceeded pretty well in convincing him of the Mse- 
ness of it." 

" In this winter, at Fort Enterprize, did the sun 
disappear altogether, papa?" asked Tom. 

" It was below the horizon for twelve days only, 
which was a very short absence compared with 
that Captain Parry experienced. The cold was 
intense, though not suf&oient to prevent the wood- 
cutters and other workmen from going about their 
business. 

" The winter hours were spent by Captain Frank- 
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lin and his fellow travellers in the following man- 
ner : They read all the newspapers and magazines 
from England over and over again; they wrote 
their journals, walked out to see the woodmen, and 
in the evening joined in the games of the men in 
the ball. Mr. Hood completed his drawings ; Dr. 
Bichardson studied the mineralogy of the country. 
They ate rein-deer meat and fish, and on Sunday 
had a oup of chocolate, but. their greatest treat was 
tea. With, strips of cotton shirt and rein-deer fat 
they made candles, and Hepburn was a skilful 
manufacturer of soap out of wood ashes, fat and 
salt Keskarrah, their Indian guide, had a wi& 
and daughter. The wife had long been ill, and 
her old husband made an offering of a knife and 
some tobacco to the water-spirits, whom he thought 
had caused her illness. He would not, however, 
trust these spirits entirely, but came to the * great 
medicine chief,' Dr. Eichardson, for some physic. 
One day he received the medicine with such gravity 
and wrapped it up in his rein-deer robe so care- 
fully, that the officers could not help laughing. 
Keskarrah smiled too, for he was a good-tempered 
old fellow, but his wife fancied that their laugh- 
ing was a sign some bad medicine had been given 
her, and the whole night was spent in gi'oans and 



" The daughter was named green^stockings, and 
was thought a beauty. Mr. Hood toojc her por- 
trait, but the mother was not pleased; she said 
that if the great chief who lived in England saw 
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the picture, he would be sure to send for her 
daughter to make her his wife. 

''Two Esquimaux interpreters now arrived at 
the fort, Tattaneuck and Heooterock, or as the 
English named them Augustus and Junius. Mr. 
Back likewise joined the party, having performed 
a perilous journey, chiefly on foot, of a thousand 
miles to Fort Chipewyan, in order to provide 
stores and other necessaries for the expedition. 

" And now before the travellers leave the fort 
and begin their discoveries, I must give you some 
account of the Copper or Birdrind Indians, and 
other small tribes, on whom so much of their future 
support is to depend. Akaitcho is the chief of the 
Copper Indians, of which there are not above two 
hundred, and he is looked upon as a great chief. — 
They resemble the Chipewyans, but are kinder to 
their women, and more hospitable to strangers, but 
still dreadful beggars. They are willing to be 
taught, and regularly attended divine service every 
Sunday while with the Europeans. 

" Old Keskarrah was an intelligent, but rather 
conceited Copper Indian. He used often to say, 
* it is very strange that I never meet with any one 
so clever as myself.' Among other strange tradi- 
tions of his nation, he told Captain Franklin the 
following: *When the earth was first formed, it 
was in utter darkness. A bear met a squirrel, and 
both agreed to set out in opposite directions, and 
run round the earth, and whoever reached the 
place they started from first, should show his victory 
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by some wonderful deed. The squirrel got tliere 
firsty and jumping into a tree called out for light, 
and the darkness instantly left the earthy and a bird 
like a crow was seen with its wings flapping it away. 
The squirrel then broke a piece of wood off the tree, 
held it up, and said^ '^ Wood, like this, shall pro- 
vide future ages with the means of crossing the 
deep waters of the earth." ' 

" The Dog-ribs inhabit a country to the weirt of 
the Copper Indiana, are mild imd bosj^iCable and 
fond of dancing and singing ; in which amusements 
they spend much of their time. They ard much 
kinder to their wives than the other tribes, and do 
the laborious work themselves, while the women 
ornament their dress with quill- work. When 
bands of Dog-ribs meet, after a long absence, they 
perform a dance, which frequently lasts two or 
three days, the ground being cleared of snow or 
bushes for the purpose. They begin the dance 
with their backs turned to each other, and follow 
one after another in a chain, carrying a bow in 
one hand and an arrow in the other. They make 
many turns till they come back to back again^ 
when they pretend to see each other for the first 
time, and immediately change the bow to the right 
hand and the arrow to the left, to show that they 
do not mean to employ their weapons against 
their friends. They are not great friends with 
the Copper tribe, who steal their women and 
furs. 

" There is a «nall tribe of Indians called Tymo- 
p* 
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thee IMnneh, or Squint-eyed qnarrellers; and 
there is a tribe called the Sheep Indians, and an- 
other the Strongbow, or Thickwood Indians, who 
frequent the Bwiire aux Liards. The yonng men 
of this tribe are named after their dogs nntil the j 
are married and have a son, when they are called 
the &ther of the boy. The women have a Tery 
gentle method of reproving the dogs when they 
are %hting: they say to them, 'Are yon not 
ashamed to quarrel with your little brother?' 
The dogs appear to understand, and sneak ofil 

*'The winter at Fort Enterprize did not pass 
without great want of food, particularly among the 
Indians, who were often seen clearing away the 
snow to collect bones, deer*s feet, and bits of hide. 
"With pity did the trayellers behold them, little 
thinking that before the year was over they them- 
selves would be collecting these very bones a sec^ 
ond time. 

" Captain Franklin introduced the amusement of 
sliding down the steep firozen bank of the river in 
sledges, which descended rapidly, and went a long 
way upon the ice. The officers joined in this 
sport, and the frequent overturns made it very 
amusing. The captain himself one day was over- 
turned and half buried in the snow, when a fat In- 
dian women drove her sledge over him, and 
sprained his knee. 

" And now moose-deer were again seen advanc- 
ing northward from -their warmer winter quarters, 
ducks and geese and robins appeared, and spring 
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broTight again brown patches instead of tlie white 
robe which the country had been clothed in. 

" All were alive and active, and hoping to re- 
commence travelling, when lo I Akaitcho was as 
unwilling to accompany them as he had been in 
tbe autumn. The wary old fellow teased them 
sadly by these repeated delays, and by his inces- 
sant begging , and it was not till he discovered that 
the Europeans had nothing more to give that he 
would keep his promise. The first party were to 
set out on the 4th of June, headed by Dr. Rich- 
ardson, who was in great request before his depar- 
ture : he had to make up little packets of medicine 
for the leader and all the minor chiefs, and write 
down how they were to be used. Akaitcho showed 
himself very grateful for the comfort his tribe had 
experienced in having had this * medicine chief* 
with them through the winter, in which season 
they generally lost many of their people, whereas 
not a life had been lost in the present one. On tLe 
4th, therefore. Dr. Richardson, with a party of Ca- 
nadian voyagers and a few Indians, went forward. 

" When all the packing was done at Fort Enter- 
prize, and Akaitcho saw the empty state of the 
store-rooms, he said with a smile, * Well, now I 
see you have nothing more to give, and therefore I 
shall try to procure you provisions, and not trouble 
you any more.' He promised, likewise, when he 
should return, to deposit a large store of provisions 
in Fort Enterprize to be ready when Captain 
Franklin should reach it on his way back. In one 
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of the rooms Captain Franklin left hia joomal and 
other papers, and then blocked np the room, and 
painted on the door a figure of a man holding a 
dagger, to prevent the Indians fixun breaking it 
open. 

"Taking leave of Fort Enterprize, Captain 
Franklin and his party bad to drag their burdens 
across a number of froeen lakes: the weather was 
still cold, and they, most of them had a tumble 
through the ice with their loads on dieir backs. — 
They shortly reached Point Lake, through which 
the Copper-mine River runs, and joined the rest 
of the party who had encamped here. As the 
lake was still frozen, Captain Franklin determined 
to drag the loads over it They all now travelled 
together, and proceeded acoording to the direction 
of the guide, to the north-east of the lake, but in 
vain did they look for the liyef. The guide was 
confused, and went to look out from some high 
hills near the Bock's nest, while the travellers 
were entertained by the sight of a wolf chasing two 
deer on the ice. The wolf, however, got alarmed 
as he approached the men, and gave up the hunt. 

"The guide now reported that the river was 
flowing between the Rock's nest, and the travellers 
had soon the satis&ction of embarking their canoes 
in its waters. They were carried along quickly by 
strong and repeated rapids, which continued far up 
the river, the banks of which, are very picturesque. 
The hills shelve to the brink, and are covered wijh 
woods, and richly ornamented with mosses of va- 
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rious kinds. Here and there they were stopped by 
drifted ice, over which they were forced to drag 
their canoes. They encamped occasionally npon 
the shores, and found several plants in flower, and 
the weather very warm, and their hunters took the 
opportunity of going out in search of deer, which, 
with some few fish and birds, formed their food. 

" A herd of buffaloes, or musk oxen, making its 
appearance, eight of them were killed by the In- 
dians on shore, and a party from the boats des- 
patched to fetch the store. As Captain Franklin 
was walking by the tents, a young buffalo, enraged 
by the firing, ran down to the river, and passed 
close to him: he took up his gun, fired, and 
wounded tlie animal, who instantly turned and ran 
at him, and Captain Franklin was obliged to jump 
upon a piece of rock, when the people came from 
the tents, and the buffalo took to flight The flesh 
of these oxen tastes of musk, particularly when 
lean, which these proved to be. 

" After travelling up the river for some time, 
they came to a rocky precipice, on which was an 
encampment of ' the Hook,' who was brother to 
Akaitcho, and likewise a Copper Chief. Finding 
they were in want of provisions^he ordered the 
women to collect all the meat they had, saying, 
that his own people could live upon fish until more 
could be procured. 

" Our travellers, in return for the bags of pem- 
mican thus supplied them, gave the Hook and his 
followers all the presents they could spare, and as 
12 
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these people seemed extaremely anxious about the 
safety of the travellers, Captain Franklin urged 
them to continue in that station, and to deposit pro- 
visions in various places during the summer, both 
on the banks of the Copper-mine River, and on the 
Copper-mine mountains. This the Hook promised, 
and after consulting Dr. Richardson about his 
health, and receiving a packet of medicine from 
him, the travellers took their leave, and once more 
embarked to pursue their adventures. They passed 
the rocky Defile Rapid in safety, much to the Indi- 
ans' joy, who call it the terrijui rapid, and with jus- 
tice. The river is here contracted between two 
perpendicular cliflEs, and thus descends in a deep 
and crooked channel for three quarters of a mile. 
The body of the river, pent in this narrow chasm, 
dashes furiously round the rocks, and discharges 
itself at the bottom in a sheet of foam. The ca- 
noes run through, however, when lightened of their 
burdens. 

" After passing this rapid they reached the Cop- 
per mountain, and a party was sent in search of 
copper ore. The Indians were totally ignorant 
where to look for it, having given up the practice 
of making their instruments of copper since they 
have been supplied with iron from the trading 
companies. 

« As the Indians knew the river to be only one 
succession of rapids till it reached the sea, they 
refused to take their canoes any farther, but Cap- 
tain Franklin ordered two of his men to carry one 
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along with them, in case it might be wanted. 
When the party approached the part the Esqui- 
maux were reported to be met with, it was deter- 
mined to send Junius and Augustus, the two Es- 
quimaux interpreters forward to acquaint their 
countrymen with the approach of the strangers. 

" The Indians represented the Esquimaux to be 
very hostile to them, and therefore great fear was 
entertained for the safety of these two poor fellows, 
who had endeared themselves to all the travellers 
by their obliging and pleasing conduct. They 
clothed themselves, however, in Esquimaux dresses, 
and set out, taking with them some presents for 
their countrymen. The officers crawled up to the 
top of the mountain, to try to see them, but night 
came without their return. Dr. Bichardson was 
seated on the summit of the hill looking at the river 
that washed the precipice below, and buried in 
thought, remained there after dusk; all at once, 
looking around him, he perceived nine white 
wolves approaching, who had ranged themselves in 
a crescent behind him, apparently intending to 
drive him into the river. He arose, and they 
baited, and made way while he passed to the tents. 
He had his gun, but he forbore to shoot for fear 
the enemies, the Esquimaux, should be lurking in 
the neighbourhood. Is not this an instance, 
Charles, that to brave a danger is more than half 
to conquer it ?" 

" Indeed, papa, I fear, I should have acted more 
like the poor deer, and have rushed down the cliff 
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to have escaped from the grinding jaws of those 
frightful animals," cried Charles. 

" As Augustas and Junius did not appear, Cap- 
tain Franklin and the officers set off in search of 
them, leaving the Indians with Mr, Wentzel be- 
hind. Each person was armed with a gun and a 
dagger, as if going to encounter a terrible enemy. 
In the evening they met Junius, who was coming 
back to tell them that they had met with four Es- 
quimaux tents, and had held a conference with one 
of the people, who expressed great alarm when 
they were told of the approach of the whites and 
the Indians. 

"They learned, upon their arrival, from Augus- 
tus, that there were only four men and two women, 
and that they had retreated to an island a little far- 
ther off, after destroying their lodges as a token to 
their countrymen, who might chance to come to 
the spot, that enemies were at hand. Captain 
Franklin visited the ^deserted encampment, where 
he found dogs, provisions, kettles, and various 
household things, all of which he ordered to be 
taken care of, that in case the Esquimaux returned, 
they might find that they were in the neighbour- 
hood of friends and not of enemies. 

" Captain Franklin then despatched Adam, the 
interpreter, with a party, to inform th« Indians pf 
the flight of the Esquimaux, but Adam soon came 
running back with the news that some Esquimaux 
were pursuing the men who had been sent to collect 
floats. These men, however, were soon perceived 
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returning slowly, and reported that they had un- 
expectedly met the Esquimaux who were travelling 
down to the rapid : that the women hid themselves, 
but that the men began to dance in a circle, tossed 
up their hands, and made great shouts. One party 
pulled off their hats and made bows, but neither 
people seeming to wish to approach the other, the 
Esquimaux retired. The officers then went to the 
hill, and there, lying behind a stone, they found an 
old man, who had been left with the baggage, un- 
able to proceed. The old fellow was frightened 
when he saw Augustus approach, and seizing a 
spear, thrust it at him. He was soon pacified, and 
after receiving a few presents became composed. — 
He gave them a good deal of information, and after 
asking the several names of all the party, told 
them that his own name was Terreganeook, or the 
white fox, of the tribe of Nagge ook-tor-meoot, or 
deer horn. This poor creature was too infirm to 
walk, and was bent with age; when he received a* 
present he first put it on his right shoulder, and 
then on his left, and when Vfery much pleased he 
rubbed it over his head. When he looked at his 
fiice in a glass which was held to him, he cried out, 
* I shall never kill deer again,' and put the glass 
down. His wife, who had concealed herself among 
the rocks, soon joined him. 

"The Indians, through fear of the Esquimaux, 
now determined to leave the travellers to them- 
selves, and to return, nor could they be persuaded 
to leave any hunters. The only two who remained, 
12* 
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who had any skill in hunting, were the interpre- 
ters, St Germain and Adam, who likewise would 
willingly have returned if they had not been strictly 
watched until their countrymen were departed, J 
when terror of the Esquimaux kept them safe | 
enough. i 

"The party now resumed their voyage down ( 
the river till they came to where it joined the sea. 
The faithful Hepburn was overjoyed at the sight of 
the element on which he had passed so much of 
his life, but the Canadians had far other feelings. — 
They were terrified at the thoughts of braving the 
rough waves of the icy sea in a canoe made of 
birch-bark, and murmured bitterly at the cold and 
hunger they would have to encounter. 

" Thus was finished, my boys, another part of 
this vast journey. Oar travellers had travelled 
three hundred and thirty-four miles since they left 
Fort Enterprize, one hundred and seventeen of 
which they had been obliged to drag their baggage 
over snow and ice." 
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" V"OTJ must expect, my boys, a chapter of hor- 
rors, and I own I should be unwilling to give 
you so painful a recital, if it were not for the hope 
of inspiring you with admiration at the courage and 
constancy of our band of travellers, and of showing 
you the value of that fortitude which springs from 
a well regulated and religious mind. 

" Captain Franklin and his companions now em- 
barked upon the Polar Sea, pleased at the thoughts 
of taking leave of fresh water navigation, which 
had been a new and troublesome kind of occupa- 



140 LAND AT DETENTION HARBODB. 1 

tion to most of them. They paddled a long way 
without coining to any ice, and passed several 
groups of rocky and barren islands, which Cap- I 

tain Franklin named * Berens' and ^ Sir Graham 1 

MooreV islands. The coast was well covered with I 

trees and herbs, and a fat deer now and then re- | 

warded the hunter's toil when he landed to hunt — 
After a passage of about twenty miles they entered 
the ice, and with difficulty paddled their little bark 
through its masses, till they reached Detention Har- i 

hour, where they landed. The ice was giving way 
fasty and they felt sure that it would all of it melt 
during the summer, as there were no traces of last 
yearns ice to be met with. This was some conso- 
lation for the future, but still the ice, though only 
in small pieces, was so closely packed, that there 
was no prospect of being able to push through it at ; 

present into the open sea. This was unfortunate, 
because they were so fearful of consuming all their 
scanty store of provisions. They sent St. Ger- ^ 
main on shore, and he shot at several deer but j 

killed none ; and when they examined their pem- 
mican, they bad the mortification to find that two 
of the bags were mouldy from the damp, and the ' 

beef was so badly salted as to be scarcely eatable. 
"They again embarked and proceeded slowly 
and with great danger through the body of ice, till 
their stock of provision was reduced to an eight 
days' consumption. Captain Franklin, remember- 
ing that Terreganeook had told him that the Es- 
quimaux frequent the rivers at this season, deter- 
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mined to try to find them to obtain relief for their 
want», and possibly a shelter for the winter. 
When lliey arrived, therefore, at the mouth of a 
river which they named. * Hood's River,* he sent 
Augustus and Junius with Hepburn to seek for 
them and obtain assistance and information. They 
returned without having seen any traces of the Es- 
quimaux. The hunters, however, had been so for- 
tunate as to kill a bear and several deer." 

Charles. " The bear would be of no use to 
them, papa, surely its flesh is never eaten." 

"The flesh was brought, however, to the tent, 
and the officers made an excellent meal on its 
boiled paws; but the Canadians fancied from its 
lean appearance, that it had been sickly, and there- 
fore declined partaking of it. 

" They embarked again, and continued paddling 
for several days, making very good progress and 
finding plenty of deer. You will find, however, 
that after our travellers had left Cape Barrow, 
which is to the north of Detention Harbour, they 
had been pursuing a south-east course, which 
made them fear rtiat they were leaving the main 
land and entering into a large inlet. This they 
soon discovered was the case, and this inlet was 
terminated by a river which they named * Back's 
River.' Their only consolation for this loss of 
time was, that they killed a musk ox and a fat 
bear, which the voracious Canadians now no longer 
refused to eat. A quantity of dried willows ena- 
bled them to make a good fire and to dress their 
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food, and the bear's flesb waa pronoanced exoel- 
lent Fish thej. caught in abundance; and they 
saw plenty <^ seals^ bat could not shoot them. 

^^ After paddling for some time north-north-west, 
and finding the ioe impassable in that direetion, 
they resumed an easterly course, and at last arriyed 
at the eastern entrance of the inlet, which had cost 
them nine valuable dajs in exploring, and which 
they named ' Bathurst's Inlet.' 

^^ With the prospect of an open sea before them, 
they resumed their voyage along the coast, and 
persevered till they were stopped by a strong wind 
after passing Cape Ooker, which raised the waves 
to such a height that the Canadians were quite ter- 
rified, being used only to fresh water navigatioD. 
When the wind was somewhat diminished, they 
hoisted sail, and continued along the coast till they 
entered a large gul^ the only outlet from which was 
a winding shallow passage. This gulf Captain 
Franklin named ' George the Fourth's Coronation 
Gulf,' and they afterwards passed Parry's Bay and 
Melville Sound. 

" At Melville Sound they encamped, and Cap- 
tain Franklin found to his sorrow that the slight 
canoes had suffered greatly from the rough sea and 
the drifted ice. But he was most grieved to find 
that his crew, who had hitherto borne their hard- 
ships cheerfully, now felt such fears for their safety 
that they could not help expressing them even 
before him. These two circumstances, added to 
many minor ones^ and the impossibility of reaching 



TURN-AGAIN POINT. 143 

Repulse Bay that season made Captain Franklin 
think seriously of returning; and, after consulting 
his brother officers, he announced his resolution of 
returning in four days, provided that during that 
time he did not meet with the Esquimaux. This 
news cheered the Canadians, w^ho once more set 
forward cheerfully; and, after passing various bays 
and islands, they had the pleasure of seeing the 
open sea to the north-east. They again encamped, 
and searched in vain for the Esquimaux. A party 
of officers walked about twelve miles on shore, till 
they came to a point which they named * Point 
Tumagain,' the land still continuing its northerly 
direction. 

" They had sailed five hundred and fifty miles 
from the mouth of the Copper-mine Eiver, though 
the direct course would not have been so much, 
and Captain Franklin was convinced that there was 
a continuance of sea as &r as Repulse Bay, which 
future navigators more fortunately situated might 
perhaps explore. 

"Having given up all thoughts of proceeding 
further eastward, their future course was now to be 
fixed upon. Captain Franklin's original intention 
had been to return to the Copper-mine River, and 
from thence to go by the Great Bear and Marten 
Lakes to the Great Slave Lake, but it was now 
necessary in consequehce of the scarcity of their 
provision, to fix upon a nearer place. He deter- 
mined, therefore, to go back to the Arctic Sound, 
where the animals had been more plentiful ; and, 
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after paddling as tox up Hood's Biver as possible, 
to make smaller canoes out of their large ones, and 
to carry them over (he barren grounds to Fort 
Enterprize. 

" The shortness of the summer was enough to 
chill any one's hopes of doing much ; it had not 
begun till the middle of June; and now, when the 
middle of August was come, the geese were seen 
returning southward, the nights were cold and fros- 
ty, and every sign of winter again displayed itself. 

" It is worthy of remark that Captain Franklin 
left Tumagain Point on the same day that Captain 
Parry sailed out of Bepulse Bay, and that at this 
time they were separated from each other only by 
a distance of five hundred and thirty-nine miles. 

" The deer on the coast were now scarce, and 
the Canadian voyagers were so hungry that they 
even volunteered to make a stretch of fifteen miles 
across Melville Sound in a very strong wind and 
heavy sea. It was indeed a bold attempt, but the 
little canoes reached the shore in safety, and after 
an encampment was made, the whole party went 
tg hunt A few more days' sailing enabled them 
to reach Hood's River, and their voyage in the 
Arctic sea was completed to the great joy of the 
Canadians, who spent the evening in talking over 
their adventures and boasting much of their own 
exploits. Ah I poor fellows, no thought of the 
evils that were to come, damped their enjoyment 
that evening. 

" The English XJnion flag was planted on tb^ 
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loMest hill ia the neighbourhood, and an assortment 
of beads and looking glasses left as a present to the 
Esquimaux when they should come there. 

" Our party now proceeded ttp the river, which 
I am grieved to say, will be ever memorable from 
their misfortunes. The shoals and rapids again be- 
came so numerous as to oblige the officers to walk 
along the banks, while the crew dragged the ca- 
noes, thus lightened of their loads. After this la- 
borious day's Work, they encamped at the foot of 
two magnificent cascades, where the water which 
was confined between two huge perpendicular rocks, 
rushes down a precipice of such depth that they 
could only just see the top of the spray which it 
throws up. These fells they named the * Wilber- 
force Palls ;' and now the plan of converting the 
canoes into smaller ones was put into execution, and 
completed in a few days. Each man was supplied 
with leather shoes, worsted stockings, and other 
warm clothing. The weather was warm, and all 
were anxious to begin their journey ; the officers 
carried as much of the baggage as they could, and 
the rest was divided between the men, two of 
whom carried the two canoes. They proceeded 
cheerfully, notwithstanding each had so great a 
weight, and they met with a supply of deer and 
oxen. A fall of snow was succeeded by heavy rain, 
and on the first of September they distributed their 
last piece of pemmican. The men were much fa- 
tigued with marching under such heavy burdens, 
but did not complain. They encamped for the' 
13 G 



146 CAPTAIN franklin's ILLNESS. 

night, drenched with rain, and haying no &el to 
make fires of, continued in bed underneath their 
blankets the whole of the next day. This was the 
beginning of their calamities, the storm increased, 
the tents were frozen, but the pangs of huoger soon 
became greater even than those occasioned by the. 
cold. 

" Thinking that the winter was set in, and that 
it would be useless to delay their journey, the order 
to proceed was given on the seventh, although they 
were all unfit to travel, being weak from hunger, 
and their clothes stiffened with frost. Captain 
Franklin was seized with a fainting fit, and with 
difficulty was persuaded to take a little portable 
soup, being unwilling to diminish the scanty store. 
It revived him, however, and they went on, the 
ground being covered with a deep snow ; a wind 
was blowing, which often threw down the men who 
carried the canoes. By this means the largest of 
the canoes was seriously injured. This was the 
worst accident that could happen, because the 
other canoe was too small to carry the party across 
the river, and it was suspected that Benoit, the Ca- 
nadian who carried it, had let it fall intentionally, 
that he might not have the trouble of carrying it, 
at which he had often murmured. The accident, 
however, could not now be remedied, and therefore 
the canoe was chopped up, and a good fire made 
of it, which served to cook the remainder of the 
portable soup and arrow-root. This was but a 
scanty meal after so long a fast, but it gave them 
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some strength to proceed^ which they did in Indian 
defile, that is to say, in each other^s footsteps, the 
Canadians taking it in turns to lead the way, having 
some distant object pointed out to direct them by. 

" In this manner they travelled along for several 
days, their only meals consisting of half a partridge 
cooked with tripe de roche^ a kind of glutinous moss 
which is found sticking to the rocks. This repast, 
scanty indeed for men who underwent such fatigues, 
was always received with cheerfulness and thank- 
fulness. St. Germain and Adam went out to hunt, 
and Junius bringing a report of a herd of musk oxen 
on the other side of the river, the party crossed it 
in hopes of being able to kill some of them. The 
best hunters were sent out but were two hours in 
getting within gun-shot of them, the others all 
watching with eagerness and praying for their suc- 
cess. They fired, one of the largest fell, another 
too, was shot, but made her escape. The starving 
party rushed to work. In a few minutes they had 
skinned and cut up the animal ; they devoured the 
contents of its stomach on the spot, and the raw 
intestines were pronounced delicious. The travel- 
lers had before been complaining of a thick fog ; 
it was this very fog which had enabled them to ap- 
proach near enough to shoot these oxen, who 
would otherwise have fled I How ignorant are we 
of what is best for us 1 

" This supply lasted them for two or three days, 
but instead of being refreshed, the whole party 
seemed weakened by this supply of animal food. — 
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Now again were thej reduced to their fripe de 
roche diet, which none liked, but which afflicted 
Mr. Hood particularly, always giving him a pain in 
his inside. The Canadians, eyer yoracious, but 
eyer improyident, had thrown away the fishing 
nets, and therefore no fish could be procured, 

" The traydlers were getting weaker and weaker, 
and to encourage them to hunt, Mr. Hood lent Mi- 
chael the Troquois, his gun. Perrault^ one of the 
yoyagers, one day came and gave each of the offi- 
cers a little piece of meat which he had saved irom 
his own allowance, which was a Mndiiess so unex- 
pected in a Canadian, that it filled their eyes with 
tears. 

"In attempting to cross the riyer, they had to 
lament the loss of their best canoe. St. Germain 
the interpreter. Captain Franklin, and Belanger, a 
yoyager, embarked in the little remaining one, 
when, the breeze being firesh, it was driven to the 
brink of the rapid. Belanger applied his paddle, to 
prevent the canoe being forced into it, but he lost 
his balance, and the cano^ was upset. They kept 
bold of it however, till they touched a rock, on 
which they managed to keep their footing till the 
water was emptied. Belanger then held the canoe 
steady, while St. Germain put Captain Franklin 
into it, and got into it himself; Belanger they were 
forced to leave upon the rock ; the canoe dashed 
down the rapid, struck, and was again emptied, but 
at last they got safe to shore. 

" Meanwhile, Belanger, standing up to his mid* 
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die in a freezing rapid, with his body covered with 
wet clothes, roared Qut for help. St. Germain tried 
to get him into the canoe, but in vain, it was hur- 
ried again down the rapid. Adam next tried, but 
could not succeed. They then made a line out of 
slings, but it did not reach him. Belanger was 
nearly exhausted, when the canoe was luckily got 
near enough to throw him a small cord, by which 
they dragged him, perfectly senseless, through the 
rapid. He was instantly stripped, rolled up in 
blankets, and, by Dr.. Eichardson's orders, two men 
undressed themselves and lay by him in the bed : 
but it was some time before warmth could be re- 
stored in him. It would be difficult to describe the 
anxiety that Captain Franklin had experienced 
during these unsuccessful attempts to relieve Be- 
langer. Every time the canoe was put out, it 
dashed furiously down the rapid, and he lost sight 
of it among the rocky islets. Once he thought he 
saw it buried in the waves, and the sad fate of all 
his brave companions, forced to wander about the 
coast of the lake, rushed upon his mind. His own 
fate would have been decided, for he was alone on 
the opposite side of the river, without gun, hatchet, 
or ammunition, unable even to light a fire, or re- 
lieve himself from his wet clothes. This fate how- 
ever was spared him, the canoe was saved, and he 
has been allowed to oflFer his thanksgivings for his 
escape, in a civilized country. 

" Belanger was soon tolerably well again, and 
the recollection of this accident was lost in new 
13* 
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evils; among these, hunger was the most acute^ 
tripe de roche and pieces of singed hide being con- 
sidered a capital meal. Snow fell in showers, and i 
their blankets scarcely kept them warm. Wiien 1 
they encamped at night, they lighted a fire to j 
thaw their frozen shoes, and pat dry ones on ; then 
they wrote their joomals, and prepared their sup- 
per. They eat it in the dark and then went to 
bed, and kept up cheerful conyersation till the I 
warmth of the blankets had thawed their bodies 
and enabled them to fall asleep. When they had ^ 
no fire, they went to bed in their wet clothes, for ; 
fear they should freeze so hard as to prevent their l 
being able to carry them next morning, J 

" Peltier, the Canadian, had bcjen carrying the 
canoe, but he grumbled so much, that it was given 
to Vaillant, who got on pretty well with it. Cap- j 

tain Franklin, who with Dr. Richardson had been 
away from the rest of the party for a short time, : 

returned, and found the Canadians over a willow ] 

fire, seated at a repast of pieces of skin, bones of 
deer which had been killed by the wolves the 
year before, and old shoes. Peltier and Vaillant 
were with them, who declared that the canoe had 
had so many falls, that it was good for nothing, and 
that they had therefore left it behind. 

" This news was a thunderbolt to Captain Frank- 
lin ; he knew the canoe was their only hope, and 
he entreated the men to fetch it. They refused^ 
the officers were not strong enough, and for their 
thoughUesa obstinacy the voyagers had to suffer far 
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iBOTe than they could have anticipated even in their 
desponding state. 

" They resumed their march, but the snow had 
hidden the footrmarks of Mr. Back and the hunters 
who were gone before, and the voyagers became 
furious at the thoughts of being^ieserted* 

"Netxt morning they killed five small deer, and 
thanked a kind Providence for this welcome supply. 

" The greedy Canadians eat so voraciously, that 
their portions were soon consumed, but with the 
strength they had gained, they marched on till 
they came to a part of the Copper-mine Eiver. — 
The loss of their canoe was now felt, and the 
more as neither a ford, nor wood for a raft could 
be found. Mr. Back and the hunters were again 
sent forward with some hopes of meeting the In- 
dians and getting assistance from them. He was 
directed to cross the lake as soon as he could meet 
with wood for a raft^ and to send a speedy supply 
of food to those behind. 

" The remaining party were with some difficulty 
collected, and cheered by finding a putrid deer, on 
which they breakfasted. They set to work to 
make a rafl of willows: but the willows were 
green, and when finished it had so little buoyancy 
that one man could only be supported upon it. It 
would suffice to transport the party, however, if a 
line could be conveyed to the other shore, and Be- 
langer and Benoit, the strongest of the men, tried 
to do this, but they failed for want of oars. Every 
plan was attempted, and at last Dr. Eichardson 
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said he would swim across the stream with the line, 
and haul the raft over. He plunged in with the 
line round his waist, but he had not swam long be- 
fore his arms were benumbed with cold and he 
could not move them ; he turned upon his back, 
and had nearly reached the shore, when his legs 
too got benumbed, and he began to sink. His ter- 
rified companions pulled the line, and dragged him 
back again almost lifeless. They rolled him in 
blankets, placed him before a good fire, and he 
fortunately was able just to speak and tell them how 
he ought to be treated. Towards evening he was 
able to converse a little, and they removed him into 
the tent. He had lost the sense of feeling in one 
side, and when stripped, even the Canadians shud- 
dered at the skeleton form which appeared before 
them. 

" It was his being so dreadfully thin and starved 
that caused the cold water to take so powerful an 
effect upon him. What increased the pain he suf- 
fered was, that when he was getting into the water, 
he trod upon a dagger and cut his foot to the bone, 
but this did not stop him in his brave attempt. 

" The raft plan failing, St. Q-ermain undertook 
to make a canoe out of the pieces of canvas in 
which they had wrapped up their clothes. In the 
mean time Mr. Back returned without any news of 
the Indians. Officers and Toyagers daily grew 
weaker and weaker, the former not being now 
strong enough to gather tiipe de rodhe for Iheir 
meals, and Samandrd the cook refusing to exert 
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himself. Hepburn, the faithful Hepburn alone re- 
mained active, and collected the supply for the 
daily mess^ef the officers. 

" The canoe at last was finished, the whole party 
transported one by one across the river, and Mr. 
Back, with Beauparlant, St. Oermain, and Belan- 
ger, again sent in search of the Indians. The re- 
maining party after eating the. remains of their old 
shoes and scraps of leather, set off over a range 
of black hills. The trijpe de roche disagreeing with 
Credit and Vaillant, these men were weaker 
than the others, and news was brought to the 
party in advance that they could proceed no fiu:- 
ther. 

" Dr. Eichardson turned back, and found them 
lying in different places in a terrible condition; 
they fell down whenever they attempted to move, 
and when some of the strongest men were entreated 
to go and carry them and bring them to the fire, 
they positively refused, and even threatened to lay 
down their loads and make the best of their way 
to Fort Enterprize. 

" After consulting what was to be done, it was 
agreed that Dr. Eichardson and Mr. Hood should 
remain behind with Hepburn, in order both to re- 
lieve the other party firom the trouble of carrying 
the tent, and to assist Credit and Vaillant if they 
should survive. Captain Franklin with his party 
were to go in search of the Indians, or to Fort En- 
terprize, and to send succour as soon as any could 
be obtained. With a heavy heart he took leave 
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of his brother officers, whom nothing but the most 
urgent necessity would have induced him to part 
from." 

Charles. " These brave men will perish, papa, 
in this wretched situation: I cannot bear the 
thoughts of their remaining here." 

" The result, my dear boy, was, I fear, nearly as 
melancholy as you imagine; but, at all events, 
they acted as they felt in their duty to do, and 
their noble devotion of their own lives ought to be 
an example to all, though few, I trusty are likely 
to be exposed to such trials. 

" Mr. Hood's extreme weakness rendered it unfit 
for him to proceed; Dr. Eichardson stayed be- 
cause he devoted' himself to succour the weak, and 
Hepburn, from his attachment to his officers. — 
Leaving these three, however, I will begin by tel- 
ling you how Captain Franklin's travelling party 
got on. 

" The snow was very deep, and before they had 
proceeded many miles they were forced to encamp. 
Michael and Belanger were quite exhausted. Be- 
langer bursting into tears entreated Captain Frank- 
lin to let him return to his tent, and Michael made 
the same request. After passing the night in a 
wretched and half perishing condition. Captain. 
Franklin consented to let these two return, sending 
a note by them to Dr. Eichardson to tell him of a 
group of pines which would aflfbrd good shelter for 
the tent. Michael took a good deal of ammunition 
with him, and said he would go in search of Vail- 
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lant, asking permission to have his blanket if be 
found him. 

"Leaving Michael and Belanger at the encamp- 
ment, the rest went on, when Perrault and Fontano 
were seized with dizziness. 

" A few morsels of burnt leather enabled them 
to proceed. Perrault, however, soon became too 
ill, and therefore he was sent back to the encamp- 
ment, where the sriioke of a good fire was stiU 
seen, and they watched him till he had got nearly 
there. The others then left the snow, which was 
deep and troublesome, and tried to cross the lake, 
but the ice was so slippery that they fell at every 
step. 

" And now they had the grief of parting with 
another of their companions. Poor Fontano was 
again seized with dizziness, and as there was no 
possibility of carrying him, the other men being too 
weak, and no tripe de roche to nourish him with, 
there was no alternative but that of sending him 
back to attempt to join the party at the tent. The 
spirits of the whole party were extremely dejected. 
Fontano had that morning been speaking of his 
father, and begging Captain Franklin, if they sur- 
vived this journey, to take him to England and put 
him in a way of reaching home, for he was an 
Italian. 

" Captain Franklin had now only four voyagers 
with him, Adam, Peltier, Benoit, and Samandre. 
Augustus had gone on, being impatient at the delay 
caused by so many being sent back. Their journey 
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was just the same as before, and they arrived in 
excessive weariness at Fort Enterprize, wliere^ 
alas I no traces of human beings could be found. — 
No Indians, no provisions, no letter from Mr. 
Wentzel ; in short, they had been utterly neglected, 
Akaitx^ho had broken his promise, and on entering 
this miserable abode, where they had hoped to find 
rest and succour, they all burst into tears, the me- 
lancholy fate of their poor companions behind 
rushing into their minds. 

"They found indeed a note from Mr. Back, 
saying, that not finding provisions at Fort Enter- 
prize, he was gone on with his party to Fort Provi- 
dence, but that the weak state they were all in, 
rendered it very probable that none of them might 
live to reach it. 

" Thus abandoned, they set to work to collect 
skins and tripe de roche for supper, and some wood 
that they pulled up out of the floor made them an 
excellent fire. Augustus joined them, and Solo- 
mon Belanger came in a few days from Mr. Back 
to say he could not find the Indians, and to receive 
orders how to go on. This poor fellow had had a 
fall into a rapid, and was covered with ice and was 
quite speechless; but affliction had softened the 
minds of the voyagers, and Captain Franklin ob- 
served with pleasure that they set about cheering 
and warming Belanger, and forgot their own suffer- 
ings in their care for another. 

" When Belanger was recovered, he returned to 
Mr. Back, and Benoit and Augustus were sent in 
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another direction in search of the Indians, the part j 
at the Fort being now reduced to four. Two of 
these, Adam and Samandr^, were unable to stir, so 
that Peltier and Captain Franklin had to share the 
fatigue of collecting the wood, poundiug the bones, 
and preparing the two meals which Captain Frank- 
lin insisted they should eat every day. 

"The tripe de roche now became almost too 
frozen to be gathered, and the strength of the party 
declined daily. When they sat down they could 
scarcely get up again, and had to lift one another 
from their seats. Their mouths were sore from 
eating the bone soup, and they left it off and made 
Boup of the skin instead of fiying it. Peltier, the 
strongest among them, was now almost nnable to 
fetch wood. One day they heard the sound of 
voices : " Ah, the Indians I" they cried with joy ; 
but, alas 1 no, it was Dr. Bicbardson and Hepburu, 
carrying each of them their bundle. Both parties 
were shocked at the sight of each other's thin 
skeleton faces and hollow voices ; and Dr. Bicbard- 
son entreated the others to look and speak more 
cheerfully, little thinking that his own appearance 
was quite as melancholy. Hepburn had brought a 
partridge, which they warmed at the fire, tore it 
into six parts and swallowed ravenously. — * Hood 
and Michael are dead,' said Dr. Bichardson ; * and 
where are Perrault and Fontano?' — *They have 
never been heard of.' 

"Dr. Bichardson brought his pr9,yer-book, 
and read to them some prayers and psalms, and, 
14 
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rather more composed, the whole party went to 
bed. 

" The next night, when* the voyagers were all 
reposing, Dr. Bichardson gave Captain Franklin 
an account of what had passed since they had been 
parted. 

" * When you took leave of us, Hood and my- 
self sat over our willow fire, and read in some good 
books which a lady had provided us with before 
we left England. We were much comforted, and 
talked cheerfully; and, if my poor friend were 
alive, I should look back with delight to this period 
of my life. A few days after, Michael, the Tro- 
quois, came with your note, begging us to remove 
to a clump of pines. He said that Solomon Be- 
langer had left the fire before him, and that he sup- 
posed he had lost his way. He brought his gun 
with him, and shot us some hares and partridges, 
and Hepburn exclaimed, " Oh, how I shall love 
this man if he does not tell lies like the other voy- 
agers." We got to the pines, and Michael left us 
for a day or two : his conduct was very extraordi- 
nary and very savage, sometimes refusing to hunt 
or to cut wood, or to do any thing we wished him ; 
and once he answered Mr. Hood surlily, * it is no 
use hunting ; you had better kill and eat me.' — 
Poor Mr. Hood was daily getting weaker ; the iripe 
de roche gave him so much pain that he cpuld not 
eat more than a spoonful at a time. Our minds 
were weak as well as our bodies ; we felt as if we 
could not bear our horrible situation any longer — 
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we tried not to talk of it— our only study was not 
to complain. 

" * One momipg we begged Michael to go and 
hunt, but he lingered about the fire cleaning his 
gun. I went to gather some trvpe de roche^ leaving 
Mr. Hood at the fire arguing with Michael, and 
Hepburn cutting wood at a little distance from the 
tent. In a few minutes I heard a gun and Hep- 
bum's mournful cry; and, getting to the tent as 
soon as I could, I found that poor Hood was life- 
less. A ball had been shot through his head. Mi- 
chael attempted to make out a story that he had 
been shot by accident ; but the ferocious looks of 
this fellow and his confusion, convinced us both 
that he was the murderer. Our horror was beyond 
every thing; but Hepburn and myself carefully 
avoided letting him know that we suspected him, 
for we knew that if he had done the wicked deed, 
he would not hesitate to kill us. 

" * We carried the body beneath some willows, 
and that evening read the funeral service in addi- 
tion to the evening prayers. 

" * The next day we patched our garments and 
set out travelling. Michael was very surly, and 
for ever was saying that we thought ill of him, and 
that Hepburn told tales of him. In short, we felt 
sure that he meant to kill us, and we were too weak 
to hope to m?ike our escape from him. The first 
occasion on which he left us alone, Hepburn told 
me many things which made me decide what to 
do ; and, as soon as he joined us again, I took my 
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pistol and shot bim througli fbe head. This Wfl5 
a painful deed to perform, bat the danger to the 
faithful Hepburn noade me think it right to do it. 
Our journey sinoe to this place has been a painful 
and fatiguing one.' 

*' Thus ended the Doctor's sad story ; and now 
the two united parties put forth all their strength 
to provide food, Samandre and Peltier getting dsdly 
worse. The poor fellows socm were too Dl to eat 
even what food could be got them, and in the course 
of a few days they died. Their companions re- 
moved the two bodies into a forther part of the 
house, but they were not strong enough to carry 
them out or to bury them. This loss of their 
brothers in misfortune was a great shock to all the 
party, and their spirits were very low. Their stock 
of bones was finished, and the fatigue of taking the 
hair off the skin to make it into soup, was now too 
great for any of them. The hardness of the floor, 
which was only covered when they slept by a 
blanket, had caused great soreness to their skeleton 
bodies, but even in the midst of these hardships, 
they could enjoy three or four hours' sleep at night, 
and, strange to say, their dreams were always about 
the pleasure of feasting. In proportion as they lost 
their strength, they lost the power of directing their 
minds. They were pettish with one another with- 
out any reason. If one recommended the other to 
take a warmer place, the other was angry because 
he could not bear the idea of moving. 

" Hepburn at last cried out, ' If we do ever 
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reach England, I wonder if we shall recover the 
use of our understandings.' 

** At last Adam appeared dying, Captain Frank- 
lin was employed in cheering him, and Dr. Eich- 
ardson and Hepburn cutting wood, when a musket 
shot was heard, and three Indians came up to the 
house. The two officers knelt down and returned 
thanks to heaven for their deliverance, and Adam 
tried to get up but fell down. The Indians had 
been sent by Mr. Back, and brought some dried 
deers' meat and tongues. Dr. Richardson, Captain 
Franklin, and Hepburn ate voraciously, and of 
course sujBfered dreadfully, and had no rest all 
night. Adam could not feed himself, and there- 
fore was better off. The Indians gave him small 
pieces at a time, and would not let him eat too 
much. One Indian was then despatched to Mr. 
Back to request him to send some more food ; and 
Crooked-foot and the Rat, the two others, remained 
to take care of the party. These kind creatures 
never rested till ..they had made the travellers 
somewhat comfortable. They buried the dead 
bodies, cleared the room of the dirt, kept up cheer- 
ful fires, and persuaded the travellers to wash and 
shave themselves. Their robust forms, which ap- 
peared quite gigantic aside of the poor travellers, 
surprised them as much as the active manner in 
which they set about every thing. A fresh arrival 
of food and Indians, completed the happy feelings 
of our sufferers, and before very long, they had 
finished their journey to the camp, aided by the 
14* 
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tender cares of the Indians, who fed them like 
children, cooked for them, and prepared their en- 
campment Thus you see, my boys, there are 
kind-hearted savages, as many, many stories will 
prove. 

" The reception of this sad party at the Chief's 
camp was very striking; they were looked at with 
compassion, and in solemn silence for a quarter of 
an hour, as a mark of condolence. Their old 
friend Akaitcho would not suffer a word to be 
spoken till they had tasted food. He cooked for 
them himself which in general he would have con- 
sidered as very unbecoming his dignity. The next 
day every Indian in the tribe came to see them, 
and to show their pity for what they had suffered.. 
These poor creatures themselves were in great af- 
fliction, having lost three of their relations in a 
rapid. Every morning and evening they sung out 
the names of their lost relations amid showers of 
tears. 

"A very few days brought letters from Mr, 
Back, as well as from England, by which they had 
the joy of learning of Captain Parry's SaSe return, 
and that they themselves had received promotion. 
Mr. Back, however, had not sent the presents 
which had been promised to Akaitcho, for his assis- 
tance to the expedition, for which Captain Frank- 
lin was much vexed. 

" After taking leave of Akaitcho for a time, the 
party again set forward, and soon reached Fort 
Providence, where they were once more in a com- 
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foiiable dwelling. They fell on their knees in 
gratitude for this blessing. 

"Mr. Back had a sad story to relate, but it 
shall be a sh^rt one, as I see, Charles, your face is 
quite long with the dismal adventures of the party. 

"You remember that Mr. Back set off with 
Solomon Belanger and Beauparlant to get succour 
at Fort Enterprize, and send it to the others whom 
they had left behind. Their journey was of the 
same melancholy kind as that of the others. In 
crossing the lake Belanger fell into the ice two or 
three times, and was got out by the others fastening 
their worsted belts together, and dragging him up : 
then, by lighting a fire, they prevented his clothes 
from freezing ; but it was long before he could get 
warm, though he was so near the flame as to burn 
his hair : a gun cover and an old pair of shoes pro- 
vided him with a meal or two. Their arrival at 
Fort Enterprize, had occasioned them the same 
disappointment as it did the others. Mr. Wentzel 
had taken away the trunks, and left no guide to di- 
rect them where to find the Indians. 

"According to St. Germain's advice the party 
next went into the woods to look for deer. Beau- 
parlant became very weak, and complained that he 
could not go on. Mr. Back comforted him, and 
told him that a few steps farther they should find 
fuel to make a fire. * Well, take your axe, Mr. 
Back, and I will follow, I shall be with you when 
your encampment is made.' This was the answer 
that the poor fellow made, and the last words he 
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was heard to utter. Mr. Back and St Oermain 
soon found some deer's heads peeping out of the 
snow.* They had been left there by the wolves, 
and were without eyes or tongues. . * Thank Grod 
we are saved,' burst from theii lips, and they shook 
hands for joy. 

" It got dark, Beauparlant did not come ; they 
had not strength to go to him, but Mr. Back hoped 
that he had lighted himself a fire, which, with his 
blanket, would keep him warm through the night. 
Next morning St. Germain went to fetch him, but 
returned with his bundle only, and his eyes filled 
with tears. He had found the poor fellow dead. 
He was frozen to death. Mr. Back was horror- 
struck. 

" Belanger returned from the party at the fort^ 
and the melancholy tale of the five he had left 
there, made the interpreter St. Germain shed 
tears in telling it. 

" After another interval of long suffering, the 
cry of * footsteps of Indians' was heard from Be- 
langer, and the sight of an Indian boy with some 
meat completed their joy. They joined Akaitcho's 
camp in the evening, and the good old man was 
much affected with the story of their sufferings, 
and instantly despatched the timely succour to the 
party at Fort Enterprize, without which they would 
soon have perished. 

"As we have seen the two parties safe, little 
more is to be added. Captain Franklin and Dr. 
Eichardson travelled in carioles to Moose-deer 
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island, where they were joined by Mr. Back, and 
Triiere, surrounded by kind friends, they regained 
gradually their health, so that by the return of 
spring, they were able to walk. Hepburn, how- 
ever, was confined to his bed by a rheumatic 
fever six weeks. In May they embarked for Fort 
Chipewyan, from which place they had the plea- 
sure of sending to Akaitcho and his companions, 
the stores and presents which had been promised. 
"They were very glad to be able to do this, 
especially as the leader's mother having died, the 
tribe had broken every thing in their grief, and 
were in great distress. At Fort Chipewyan, Cap- 
tain Franklin sent home the remaining Canadian 
voyagers ; and, famished with a canoe and a guide, 
and accompanied by Augustus, arrived at York 
Factory, after a journey of five thousand, five hun- 
dred and fifty miles." n 
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nPHE melanclioly sensations caused by the history 
of Captain Franklin's adventures and suffer- 
ings were hardly worn off, when Tom and Charles 
watched a post-chaise drive up the long avenue, 
and running to the portico, they reached it in time 
to open the chaise door, for uncle Eichard to de- 
scend. Charies shook hands with him with unal- 
loyed delight, while Tom fixed his searching eyes 
upon him, as much as to say, "Have you been 
suffering deprivations and hardships like those we 
have been hearing of?" But uncle Eichard looked 
younger and more cheerfiil than ever, and soon 
satisfied even Tom that his adventures had been of 
a very safe and amusing nature. " For, depend 
upon it, my boys, I have had a merry time of it 
among those Esquimaux animals, as we call them ; 
and if I do not make you' laugh with my stories of 
them, you do not deserve to hear them." 
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The whole family were too well assured of the 
power uncle Eichard possessed to amuse and in- 
terest them, not to press him to give them the 
whole narrative of his voyage as he had done be- 
fore ; and uncle Eichard, flattered by their deter- 
mination to be pleased, was not long in consenting. 
Tom's maps had been ready spread upon the study 
table for several days; and Charles, who had 
been studying short hand, was provided with a little 
red book and pencil, to take notes of the most in- 
teresting parts of his uncle's history. Various 
sketches which their uncle had made, lay in a 
port-folio at his elbow, but were not produced be- 
forehand, in order to have their full effect when 
aided by explanation. 

"As you took the trouble, my friends, to follow 
me in my last voyage, I shall skip over the partic- 
idars of this, which was very similar, merely stating 
that we left London in May 1821 ; Captain Parry 
commanding the Fury, Captain Lyon the Hecla, in 
which ship I too had the honour to be, and the 
Nautilus transport accompanying to convey our 
stores. It was more than a month before we saw 
the first ice-berg, when we old sailors laughed at 
the young ones, for hastening on deck to look at 
these huge floating hills of ice. Our scene of action 
here began. After unloading the Nautilus, and 
taking her goods on board, we despatched her back 
again to old England, with heaps of letters and 
messages, and saluted her crew with three cheers as 
they disappeared from our view. We had a little 
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divereion on our passage in falling in with a ship 
oanying some Dutch people who were going to col- 
onize on the Bed Biyer. As we got near to them 
we obeenred them waltzing on deck, the men in 
gray jackets, the women in long-eared mob cap& 
With our ships surrounded bj ice and the ther- 
mometer at fireezing pointy we could not help 
laughing at this unseasonable ball; we found on 
getting up to them that they had been a long time 
upon the voyage, and almost despaired of ever get- 
ting to their journey's end. They had done what 
they could, however, to make themselves happy ; 
several marriages had taken place, the surgeon act- 
ing as a parson, and the happy couples were always 
married on fine days, when they could have a 
dance in the evening. 

" Our voyage was becoming tedious enough, atf 
we had been nineteen days going sixty miles, but 
as we had no ladies on board, we could not make 
so merry as our Dutch neighbours ; we had some 
sport, however, with a huge bear, whfeh we spied 
lying comfortably on a piece of ice; he was chased 
by two boats, and moved quietly to the water : 
he swam rapidly, but boldly turning his face to his 
pursuers as long as he had any strength, and we 
had hard work to kill him ; he was a very fat and 
bulky fellow, of a yellow white, and very sticky to 
the touch ; our seamen partook of the flesh, and 
liked it pretty well, and a large tub of oil for win- 
ter store was procured from it. 

" We were now off Savage Islands, which you 
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may observe are but at the beginning of Hudson's 
Strait, when we had our first interview for this sea- 
son with the Esquimaux, which is a general name 
for all the inhabitants of the most northern parts of 
North America, and whom you may consider as 
friends, for I shall make you familiar enough with 
them, before I have done. A shout, as usual, an- 
nounced the approach of their canoes, and *ha,' 
*ha'a,' resounded loudly through the ships; five 
Oomiaks and thirty canoes, were by the side of us 
in less than an hour, and a merry barter there was 
betwixt us ; their curiosities being as eagerly de- 
manded by us, as our iron and toys by them. — 
The Oomiaks or luggage boats, which convey the 
women, were each steered by an old man with an 
oar, who seemed to have some kind of authority 
over the ladies, whom he occasionally kept in or- 
der by a box of the ear; there were some few 
boys, but the rest were chiefly women, who at first 
were shy, but afterwards became noisy enough; 
as for the features of the £air sex, I wish I could 
describe them; you might indeed see them for 
ever without discovering the colour of their skin, 
under the coating of blood, grease, and dirt which 
covers it ; their jet black locks, sometimes knotted 
up, but generally streaming in wildness about, 
added to their frightful and disgusting appearance. 
" The old women are so truly hideous with in- 
flamed eyes, wrinkled skin and black teeth, that I 
am not at all surprised, that former voyagers re- 
ported that they had seen witches on this shore ; 
15 H 
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I, indeed, would rather compare them to a dressed- 
up Ourang Oatang. I must not forget to tell you, 
that after a bargain was concluded, the ceremony 
of licking was never omitted, even a razor was 
drawn over the tongue, as unconcernedly as if it 
had been made of ivory ; I cannot describe to you, 
the confusion and din of this scene of barter : all 
so eager to sell, that many went away bereft of al- 
most all their clothes ; in exchange for a nail, I 
got a spear with an ivory head, and a line and 
bladder attached to it ; in fact, iron in their eyes is 
of the same value as gold in ours. 

" We soon found that our new friends delighted 
in dancing, and a fiddler was despatched to the ice 
to play for them ; jumping and stamping with all 
their might, was the only figure they attempted, 
and the fiddler, who was a merry fellow, soon 
caught the infection, and it was not long before 
the whole floe of ice was covered, with officers, 
Esquimaux, sailors, and all jumping away. The 
women savages were amazingly pleased with a 
rosy young sailor, and patted his face, and danced 
round him wherever he went A great joke among 
these queer people was, to come and give a shout 
in one of your ears, and at the same moment, a 
good box on the other, which made the person so 
assailed, look wondrous silly, to the great amuse- 
ment of all about. There was no end to the 
amusement these people afforded us, united with 
the boisterous mirth of our own crews. 

" When all parties were thoroughly tired, and 



TRADE WITH THE NATIVES. 171 

mjr fellow messmates gone to bed, I took a turn 
round, to look at the various groups of our new 
friends, who were eating their suppers in their 
boats ; lumps of raw flesh of seals, fat, birds, and 
entrails, formed the delicious meal, and a young 
girl, whom we had styled the belle of the party, 
was biting the inside of a seal into pieces, and dis- 
tributing it to her neighbours in the boat. 

" Our ships received various other visits from 
the savages; whilst they remained in the neigh- 
bourhood; but I do not remember many other 
striking peculiarities, except, indeed, one which 
shocked me much. I think I told you, that you 
might have any thing for a knife; what do you 
think of a woman offering me her child, a little girl 
of four years of age, in exchange for a knife which 
I was bartering ? This melancholy feet, shows us 
how dangerous any uncontrolled passion is, when 
these untutored beings, at other times so fond of 
their children, would be ready, for the love of gain, 
to part with them to strangers. 

"In passing Nottingham Islands shortly after, 
we had a still more picturesque party to visit us. 
There was only one boat full, and it was com- 
manded by a fat old woman, and among her noisy 
crew lay, at the bottom of her boat, an infant, in 
sound slumber; great pains indeed had been taken, 
to make it comfortable ; its two legs being crammed 
into a boot, and its mouth was filled with a large 
lump of whale's blubber, which every now and 
then, it gave a suck at in its sleep, which was 
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unbroken in spite of many a thump and kick. 
The young girls in the boat, gave all they re- 
ceived to the old lady coxswain, who deposited 
them in her usual pocket, the mouth ; buttons, 
nails, needles, pins, and beads, all found their way 
there, and as she never stopped talking, they soon 
found their way out, a girl being stationed beside i 

her, to pick up the stray articles. 

" Our object now was to leave the usual track of 
Hudson's Bay, and steering north-west, we soon 
entered something resembling a deep broad strait, 
to the north of Southampton Island, and bounded 
on the north by islands. Here we were again be- > 

set and thumped pretty severely by the ice, and 
again in a few hours an open sea appeared, in the 
midst of which, uhicorns played around us. A 
shoal of these besRitiful fish with their long horns 
and their glossy backs, spotted like coach dogs, is 
a striking sight. In vain did I attempt to kill one; 
but I ascertained its size to be twenty feet long, in- 
cluding its horn which is five or six. 

" Was not this a strange world we were living 
in? human beings dressed in skins, and looking 
like animals, walking up to our ships across the 
ice ; bears prowling about as if not expecting to 
meet with disturbance; and hundreds of white 
whales close beside us under the rocks ! 

" On the 17th of August we anchored in a large 
and lovely bay, ofi^ a low shingle beach. The 
country beyond was rich in arctic vegetation ; such 
as mosses, grasses, poppies, and ground willow ; 
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and our sportsmen shot birds of various and beau- 
tiful kinds. 

" The remains of Esquimaux huts, in the fonn 
of lime-kilns, were seen; and a curious building 
made of the two jaw bones of a whale set upright, 
and covered with whale bone, to which our sailors 
helped themselves plentifully, to make brooms for 
their ships, leaving a boarding-pike in exchange, 
^ to be found by the invisible owners, whenever they 
should arrive there. 

" We had now ascertained that we were in the 
Frozen Strait, discovered by Middleton ; and, after 
some days' sailing, we passed an opening to the 
f south called Sir Thomas Eoe's Welcome, and ran 

into Eepulse Bay. Here we went on shore, and 
found various traces of the Esquimaux ; for these 
curious people move from place to place just as it 
suits their convenience for seal hunting; and to 
raise a town, with them, is hardly the work of more 
f hours than it is of years with us. Circles of stones 

^ with which they fasten down their skin tents, 

! broken arrows, knives made of wood, ivory, and 

slate, models of canoes, and a variety of other ar- 
ticles, showed that the Esquimaux had not deserted 
' the establishment very long. 

" While most of our people went shooting on 

the shore, pleased at taking this first walk in North 

America, I was busied in searching for natural cu- 

f riosities, and I soon found a complete skeleton of a 

« whale ; it was lying in a little nook on the steep 

li side of a hill, and being much too heavy for the 

15* 
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savages to have conveyed, I was puzzled enough 
to know how it could get there. I found, likewise, 
two tailless mice, who were such voracious little 
things, that they not only devoured bread, cheese, 
meat, and grass, but, in a few hours, when I looked 
into the house into which I had put them, one of 
them had half eaten the other up. 

" We were now satisfied that we were really on 
the coast of America, and therefore we continued 
coasting Repulse Bay, but were so constantly de- 
layed by the ice, that our progress was little. We 
passed Gore Bay, and came to the entrance of a 
small inlet, which Captain Parry, with two boats 
provisioned for a week, left us to explore. He 
soon met with some natives, three of whom ran 
by the side of the water till the boats landed. — 
When Captain Parry went up to them, their salu- 
tation was truly ludicrous ; for, with the greatest 
gravity they stroked their breasts in silence. They 
led them to tents, which were all unfurnished, but 
where they found women and children, and the ap- 
pearance of all were more prepossessing than any 
that had been met with ; the absence of the smell 
of train oil was a great improvement ; these peo- 
ple subsisting chiefly on deer, instead of seals. — -j 
Some presents of course were made to these peo- 
ple, but nothing charmed them so much as an 
empty tin canister, which they hugged and kissed ^ 
in rapture. These sober people contrived, how- 
ever, to steal a pewter jug ancj'two spoons, before / 
the visit was over, but the Ahief was soon dis- 
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covered, I am sorry to say she was a lady, and 
nowise ashamed at being found out, for she laughed 
immoderately. She had on a pair of immense 
boots, one of which she pulled oflf and sold wil- 
lingly enough, but nothing could induce her to 
part from the other ; this led to a suspicion, and 
the things missing were at last discovered, con- 
cealed in this said boot 

"Captain Parry returned to the ships, without 
finding any outlet, and after naming this inlet 
*• Lyon Inlet,' we attempted to move out of it ; but 
the ice still beset us with innumerable floes, and 
we were forced to anchor in a snug berth, which 
we named * Safety Cove.' 

" We went ashore to walk twice every day, in 
order to observe the state of the ice, and in one of 
my walks, I was much amused with watching an 
ermine hunt a mouse by its tracks, just as a hound 
does a fox. In looking for this beautiful little 
creature among the snow, after he was killed, I ac- 
tually trod upon him, so pure a white was his 
body, and his black tail being hid under the snow. 

" After waiting for many a day, it was decided 
that as no more summer would appear this year, 
we must pass the winter in this spot, and therefore 
eYQTj preparation was made, similar to what had 
been done before, both for the safety of the ships, 
and the comfort of the men. Before we left Eng- 
land, a large subgQription had been raised for pur- 
chasing theatrical clothing, and play -bills were soOn 
made out, every oflftcer cSfeerfuUy putting his name 



1 



176 THEATRICALS. | 

down, and those wbt) were fixed upon to perform 
the parts of ladres, generously cut ofiF the beard I 

and whiskers they had saved to protect them from 1 

the cold ; our theatre was lai^e, our dresses were 
good, and we began with the play of the " Eivals," 
which was performed with brilliant success, and 
unbounded applause* 

" We had little amusement now, but what tho 
few animals we could find afforded us ; of these, 
foxes were the most numerous; many had been 
caught, some killed, and some kept by the ships 
as pots. The Arctic fox is smaller than those in 
England, and being covered with white woolly 
hair, resembles a shock dog ; its eyes are bright, 
and its look cunning, and it is impossible to ap- 
proach it unawares, for it wakes in a moment from 
the soundest sleep. These suspicious jittle fellows 
never enjoy their food, unless they can first hide it, 
which they generally do by heaping snow over it, 
pressed down with their nose ; mine, which I kept 
up, and delighted to watch, I frequently observed 
to coil his chain round and round the meat, when 
there was no snow within reach; and as the cTiain 
of course unrolled itself every time he left the 
si>ot, he would patiently coil it over and over again, 
till at last he was forced to eat his meat, without 
having been able to hide it first. 

"Our first Christmas day was a most cheery 
one; after divine service on board the Fury, we 
had good roast beef dinners, with cranberry pies 
and puddings of every shape, with a full allowance 
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of spirits, and our crew, not very sober, forced 
every officer to go in turn, out upon the lower deck, 
and have his health drank in three cheers. The 
next day we had a famous ball, and a merry fellow 
personated an old cake woman, with lumps of 
frozen snow in a buftket, and his cakes were in such 
request, that he was obliged often to supply his 
bucket ; our mirth, however was stopped, by a re- 
port of a bear being seen on the ice between the 
ships, and arms were prepared, but old bruin ap- 
peared not 

" The new year, X^22, was now ushered in, and 

I found us all in good health, and in excellent spirits ; 

nothing had contributed more to this last circum- 
stance than the school, in which the men had 
taught and been taught ; there was not a man now 
on board, who could not read and write, and, on 
Christmas day, sixteen copies were sent to our 

' Captain, written by men, who, two months before, 

had scarcely known their letters. There was 
something very pleasing, in the interest our honest 
tars took in learning, and these copies were sent 
up, with the pride of a good little school-boy, 

I rather than that of a stout and able sailor. 

" You will remember, that I described to you in 
my last history, the effect of the sun's total ab- 
sence from the earth : that it was far from gloomy. 
We were in a very different latitude- here^; we 
never entirely lost the sun, although it shone with 

\ diminished brightness, which would have been 

rather painful to the eyes, if it had not been for 
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the Unisb colour, wbich always accompames tlie 
light of the sun in frosty weather. The nights 
were very beautiful,, the moon and stars shining 
most brilliantly in the ctear sky ; the Aurora Bo- 
realia delighted me more than ever; its first ap- 
pearance resembles a shower of fallen starsy such as 
a rocket emits, which come trickling down the sky : 
the sudden light bursting upon one, makes one 
fancy one hears a noise, but after much observation, 
I am still inclined to think it merely fancy. One 
dark and calm night, I stood upon the ice till mid- 
night, watching this beautiiul phenomenon ; it be- 
gan in an arch, which spread from east to west : it 
lasted a quarter of an hour, when a storm arising, 
the arch became agitated, then shot forth into rays 
and dreamers, and spread over all the heavens^ 
flying with the rapidity of lightning, and giving 
an air of magic to the whole scene. No wonder 
the poor untutored Indians imagine the spirits of 
their fathers are riding in the ^torm. 

"For two or three days about this time, the 
tracks of a little animal had been seen about the 
ship, and at last he jumped from under a heap of 
sails. None could agree about its colour, which 
the greater part however thought was brown, when 
lo and behold, it was caught in a trap, and proved 
to be a white and most beautiful ermine. Ah I 
Louisa, if I had done as I wished and brought it to 
you, how you would have petted it But it was a 
fierce little fellow, and as soon as daylight was al- 
lowed him in his new house^ he shook the bars with 
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the greatest fury, uttering most passionate KS-ies. — 
We could scarcely by threats or teazing make him 
go into his sleeping den, and when he did so, the 
slightest noise would bring him back to attack his 
tyrants. He soon began to take food from my 
band, but not till he had tried all he could to 
reach and bite my fingers. Poor fellow, he was 
killed by an accident not many days after we-caught 
him. 

" You, Tom, who have studied natural history, 
have heard it mentioned as a fact, that bears sleep 
during the winter months ; well, I must tell you, 
that I doubt the fact ; at any rate, as relating to 
the Arctic female bear, we had already seen two 
since the cold had set in. The ship's carpenter met 
one to-day who was coming up to him, but he 
prudently retreated. They. probably feed upon 
seals in winter as well as summer, and these come 
almost daily from the sea. 

" Doubtless they, as well as all other living be- 
ings in this pitiless region, suffer great hardships 
during the winter : we found in a fox's stomach a 
huge heap of rope yarn and line, among which 
was a piece of stuff six inches long I This proves 
that they are often in a state of famine, and that 
like the human race, on such occasions, they care 
little with what they satisfy the cravings of their 
appetite," 
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CHAPTER XII. 

ASBIVAL OF ngUDCAUX yXBR THKS 8NOW HUT& A FABTT YISIT 
THE SHIPS. PECUUAB MANNEB& DESCRIPTION OF HUTO. CTBIL- 
VBXS WELL-MANNERED. MRS. KETTLE. TATTOOING. DOGS. PER- 
SONS AND DRESS OF ESQUIMAUX MEN AND WOMBN. DEflCRIFTION 
OF CHILDREN. OCCUPATION OF MEN AND WOMEN. 

"^NOTWITHSTANDING all otir exertions to 
pass the weary winter days cheerfully, we 
were beginning to feel a flatness in the scene, when, 
on the first of February the cry of * Esquimaux, 
Esquimaux,' announced the approach of a large 
troop of these amusing people coming over the ice 
from the west. 

" A party of six went from the ships to meet 
the welcome strangers, and we walked behind one 
another for fear of terrifying them. As we got up 
to them they halted, formed a line and silently 
stroked their breasts, and of course we did the 
same. We made them some presents which they 
received only with a vacant stare, but we presently 
found, that they understood barter as well as their 
countrymen, and when we began to pu]X3hase tlieii^ 
skins and whalebone, they soon got free and easy 
with us. 

" An invitation to their huts was gladly accepted 
by us ; we came to them after a walk of two miles. 
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and found them situated upon a shelving beach 
within so full a view of the ships, that we must 
have seen them if they had be^i there the day 
before. 

'' We approached the first dwelling where six 
families silently awaited us, the women and chil- 
dren being seated with their legs doubled under 
them behind the men. A very few presents made 
us received in a friendly manner by the ladies, as 
we visited each hut; and guess our astonishment 
as we crept through the long low passages of snow, 
to find ourselves in dome shaped buildings, built 
entirely of snow, and illuminated by lamps which 
spread a brilliant and many-coloured light through 
the transparent walls. The natives were all in 
their best dresses of dark coloured deer-skin, which 
formed a striking contrast to their white habitations. 
We soon became most excellent friends, and after 
promising to spend the next day with them, we re- 
turned to the ships, accompanied by a merry group 
of these people, to whom we sang songs and cho- 
russes as we walked along. These delighted them 
much, particularly when they ended in ' tol de 
riddle loll' which made them always scream and 
jump for pleasure. A dance now and then varied 
our amusements till we got to the ships. 

"They walked very soberly about deck for a 
short time, contented with giving a scream when 
they saw any thing that pleased them, but order did 
not long remain, for our seamen set them the exam- 
ple of frolic, which they were ready enough to fol- 
16 
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low. Every leg was set in mation by the help of a 
drum and a fiddler. Some old women sang, while 
others danced in groups about them : the scene 
was very diverting. Our seamen soon discovered 
that an Esquimaux oould * do any thing,' and there- 
fore insisted upon their chewing tobacco: but- Cap- 
tain Lyon would not let them practise this cruel 
joke, when he found that they were indeed swal- 
lowing handsfull of it There was some difficulty 
in regaling our new acquaintances with food agree- 
able to them, but at last we cooked up a mixture 
of bread-dust and train oil, and handed it on a tin 
pot to every hungry person, who licked it up with 
the end of his tongue. 

" I singled out an old man who appeared more 
intelligent than the rest ; he seemed to have an ear 
for music, for he listened with rapture to a hand- 
organ and a musical snuff-box. This old man's 
right name was 'Bladder,' but, as he carried a 
brass kettle which had been given to him, he was 
called by our sailors * Kettle.' 

" And now, Charles, are you tired of these sav- 
ages, or should you like to accompany me in my 
next visit to them ?" 

"Oh, uncle, pray. let me hear a great deal about 
them ; I am quite amused with their odd habits, 
and I expect even to like them, for I have not 
heard a word of their stealing or begging as yet," 
cried Charles. 

" I can assure you, Charles, you feel as I did ; I 
was quite impatient till the next day's vi^it, for I 




TVii^e 



2P» 



THE 


NEV/ YORK 


PIJBL 


!C LIBRARY 


ASTOR, LENOX j 


riLDl.i-i 


tOUiVD-vilGNS j 



SNOW HOUSES. 188 

took it into ray head we should discover more 
character and ingenuity among these savages than 
we had anticipated, and we began our acquaintance 
under favourable circumstances, since, as you ob- 
served, neither begging nor stealing had as yet 
taken place. 

" When we went to the huts the next day, all 
the men were ranged in a line to receive us, and 
after stroking their breasts, retired to their huts to 
welcome us there, which they did quickly and re- 
spectfully. 

"A day's smoke had greatly diminished the 
transparency of the inside of the huts, though they 
were still very light ; and now you may look at my 
little drawing, with these various clusters of huts, 
some with two and some with three domes. Thir- 
teen families lived in this little village, each family 
in a separate dome. I entered one of the largest 
huts by a passage about a yard across, and high 
enough for one to enter by stooping a little. It 
was very long, but led into a shorter one which 
opened through a hole into the dome; this was 
about seven feet high and' the same across, and led 
into three arched-roofed buildings. The arches 
were laid in true architectural order, and the slabs 
were cut out of blocks of snow about two feet long 
and four or six inches thick. A seat was raised 
on one side, which was used as the bed-place of the 
family, and this was covered first with whalebone 
and sprigs of andromeda, then with a warm cov- 
ering of deer-skin clothes, and a substitute for 
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blankets formed of deer-pelts, which had fringes of 
leather sewed round the edges by way of ornament, 
and which covered the whole, 

" You must not imagine that the hut I have in- 
troduced you to was without windows; a broad 
piece of transparent fresh- water ice, forming part 
of the roof and placed over the door, lighted each 
dome, and gave a pleasing light, free from glare, 
similar to what is thrown from ground glass. — What 
think you of this snow habitation, which was com- 
pleted, as they told me, by two men, in a couple | 
of hours, one man cutting the slabs, the other lay- 
ing them T * 

Tom. " I think, uncle, that they are amazingly I 
ingenious to make any kind of house out of snow ; j 
and, how they can be warm and durable, it rather ^ 
puzzles me to imagine." 

" The snow, you must remember, is frozen very 
hard, and is as thick and almost as solid as stone ; 
there is no sun to thaw them, for, of course, they 
vanish when the summer re-appears. The furni- . 
ture of the inside I am now going to describe to | 
you ; I cannot say it would suit our notions of 
comfort. i 

" The first thing that struck me on entering the 
hut, was a fittme or kind of table made of old fish- 
ing spears; this supported a long wooden hoop, 4 
across which a net was spread to hang wet clothes ' 
or skins on, to be dried by the lamp ; on this frame 
the master always puts his gloves when he comes * 
in, first carefully scraping off the snow. 
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"Suspended from these frames hung a stone 
coffin-shaped pot, and beneath this was a stone 
lamp, the most important part of the furniture, as 
it afforded both light and heat to the interior of 
the dome. The middle of the lamp is filled with 
fat ; round the edge is ranged the oil and wicks ; 
these latter are made of moss, trimmed by asbestos, 
stone, or wood. A bunch of moss hangs against 
the wall to supply the lamp ; the lamp was propped 
up by pieces of horn and wood, just high enough 
from the ground to have under it a whale-bone pot 
to catch the oil that dropped from it. 

"I must remind you, however, that I am now 
describing a large-sized dome, and that many 
wbich I afterwards went in had none of this 
grand frame, their pots being suspended from a 
bone fixed in the wall. I was much amused by 
going into one where the man had two wives : the 
senior wife, who was a tall fat lady, had a large 
lamp atone end of the dome, and a large pot which 
held a gallon ; while the younger wife, who was a 
little round body, had a tiny lamp, and a pot which 
only held a pint. Captain Parry had a mind to 
buy one of these lamps at the time it was burning ; 
and you will have some slight notion of the nicety 
of our new friends, as to what they eat, when I tell 
you, that the woman, to clean it, scraped with her 
fingers the soot and oil with which it was covered, 
and put them into her mouth. She then licked the 
lamp quite clean with her tongue, and good-hu- 
10* 
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monredly joined in the laugh we all raised at the 
sight of her sooty face. 

"A large wooden tray resembling a batcher's 
tray is used in every hat, as well as a variety of 
different sised Teasels made of whalebone, wood, 
and skin. 

"' In this and many sncoeeding visits to the huts, 
I formed a very favourable opinion of the children, 
whose modest and gentle manners might shame 
many a toeU-bred but spoiled child in England ; 
and, though my nephews and nieces, I trust, are 
exceptions, I silently determined that when I 
returned home, I would tell them many a story of 
the pleasing and orderly conduct of these young 
savages. It was not their outward appearance 
which prepossessed me, for in their large dresses, 
and smothered with dirt, when their feces were 
hidden, they resembled puppy dogs, or young 
wolves, ot bears ; but these feces were rosy, fat^ 
and good-humoured— the picture of health, with 
jetty looks and sparkling black eyesw" 

Ghablbs. " Oh, uncle, I wish you had accepted 
of the woman^s offer in exchange for your knife; 
and I should have delighted to have imitated the 
modest manners of your little savage." 

"You are inclined to be saucy, I see, Charles," 
answered the good-humoured uncle, "but I must 
proceed with my story .^ — ^The hut I was visiting 
was Kettle's, whose wife, Oomgna, received me 
most politely, and presented me with a piece of 
rein-deer fat, which of course I ate. In return for 
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^ ker civility I presented her with a looking-glass 

and some few trinkets, which delighted her much, 

^ as, excepting'a small bracelet of beads, the women 

have no ornaments except the kak-keen or tattoe, 
with which the body is covered. Now I will de- 
scribe to you this kak-keen, for, being as anxious 
as Tom to know the bottom of everything, I put 
myself into the hands of Mrs. Kettle, whom I 
adopted for my * Amana,' or mother, and begged 
that she would tattoo a pattern upon my arm. 

"Accordingly she got a fine needle, and with 
her teeth tore a thread off a deer's sinew : this was 
the sewing apparatus. She next put her fingers to 
the bottom of the stone pot, not to make her hands 
blacker, that was impossible, but to collect some 
soot, which, with a little oil and a good deal of sa- 
liva, she made into a mixture ; then taking a piece 
of whalebone well blackened, she drew upon my 
arm a variety of figures. What the figures were I 
cannot say, but her companions were called upon 
to look, and they all enjoyed a good laugh over 
them. She ]?egan her job : after blackening her 
thread with soot, by taking a pretty deep stitch in 
my arm, putting her thumb on the place as she 
drew the thread through, and beginning one stitch 
where she left off the other. My flesh was tough, 
and she broke a needle and got on slowly, and 
after some do2sen or two of stitches, my curiosity 
was satisfied, and I begged her to give over. Her 
operations were finished by rubbing the part with 
oil to stop the blood. The infUunmation and pain 
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which followed this ornamenting of my arm, was 
not very trifling, and therefore the Esquimaux la- 
dies may be said to pay dear for their ornaments, 
which look like light blue lines upon their skin. 
With this painful ornament their whole bodies are 
covered over. 

" We found our new acquaintance in every hut 
good-humoured and merry ; and their perfect hon- 
esty delighted us ; they would not even call a bead 
their own till they had asked permission to do so. 
I was determined, in fact, to put their honesty to 
the proof, and I left behind me in Kettle's hut all 
the valuables I had brought with me either for bar- 
ter or for presents ; knives, scissors, looking-glasses 
and all. I left a number of .savages behind me, 
and yet when I returned, not an article was missing, 
they had all been carefully covered up. Most of 
them, indeed, after the merest trifle had been given 
them, such as a needle or a button, would return 
soon after to offer a pair of mittens or a skin, or 
something which they thought would be valuable 
in return; 

" I must not forget the dogs, which are so impor- 
tant a part of an Esquimaux establishment ; while 
young they are taken great care of, and we saw 
during our visit this day, many litters, with their 
mothers lying on the beds of their masters ; but the 
full-grown ones were in a starving state, as, in con- 
sequence of the great eating powers of their mas- 
ters, there is little food left for them. Fortunately 
for us, hunger had a contrary effect on them to what 
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it has on dogs in general, and these terrific animals 
were particularly gentle and tame. The Esqui- 
maux prevent them from . running any great dis- 
tance by fastening the fore-leg to the neck, so that 
if they attempt to run they fell. This is a very 
necessary precaution, as their enemies, the wolves, 
are always at hand to attack them. 

" And now, having introduced you to the habita- 
tions of my new j&iends, I shall describe to you 
their persons, in which I may be assisted, perhaps, 
by this little drawing. All notions of admiration 
will, I am aware, be destroyed in a moment. . They 
are a little race, most of them being shorter than 
the smallest man of our acquaintance in England : 
the men look robust, but their bodies are slender 
and their necks thin and shrivelled ; they are up- 
right, though with their feet turned a little inwards, 
and legs bowed. Strange to say, brought up as 
they are with hardy habits, and with such extraor- 
dinary appetites, they were not so strong as our 
own seamen, whom we often set to carry weights 
which the Esquimaux could scarcely lift. They 
can wrestle, but they can neither. run nor jump; 
nor do they bear cold with the indifference I should 
expect in persons all their lives accustomed to it. 
The men are seldom fat; the women, who lead 
very sedentary lives, are frequently much bloated. 
The skin of both men and women is very smooth, 
from being always oily, and, when washed, is not 
much darker than that of a Portuguese. The 
women and children are often rosy, but the men 
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are very sallow. Their faces are very peculiar — 
the shape varies, being sometimes oval and some- 
times round, with very high cheek bones, in which 
case the nose is buried between them, so that you 
might put your hand over both cheeks and no,t 
touch the nose. Some of them had high Eoman 
noses, but the eye was the same in every one — the 
inner corner turns down, as iri the Chinese, and 
they are small and black, expressive when animated, 
and very beautiful in children, as I have before re- 
marked. What gives them an odd look is, that 
the skin between the eye is drawn quite tight like 
a drum. A crow's foot in the corner of the eye, 
which with us denotes old age, is seen even in chil- 
dren, and old people are covered with wrinkles 
most abundantly, from their forehead all down 
their faces. The mouth is kept open with a kind 
of idiotic stare, and is large, but not ugly ; their 
teeth are like round ivory pegs, very flat at the 
end ; and their chins small and pointed, never be- 
coming what we call a double chin. Their hair is 
coal-black, coarse, and straight, and the men have 
very little beard. 

" Thus much for the general appearance of this 
people. This was the winter dress of my old 
friend Kettle — a deer-skin outer coat, with a large 
hood. This hood was ornamented with white fur 
from the thighs of the deer. The front of this coat 
was cut off at the bottom of the waist, and formed 
into a skirt behind, which nearly reached the 
ground A fringe of little stripes of skin orna- 
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mented the bottom of this skirt. When it was 
windy he used to tie a piece of cord or skin round 
the waist of his coat ; at other times it hung loose. 
Within this dress was another of exactly the same 
shape, only the inner one was trimmed with beads 
instead of strips of leather. This inner dress was 
thinner than the other, and served as a shirt and 
an in-door dress, with the hairy part worn next to 
the body. 

" Besides these two coats, he had a large deer- 
akin cut open, with sleeves, by way of cloak ; but 
he seldom wore this, keeping it chiefly for a blan- 
ket. His deer-skin trowsers had no other fastening 
round the waist than the string, which was tied 
very tight, and they were ornamented in the same 
gay manner as his coat. Two pair are likewise 
worn of these, and my friend's upper ones were 
made out of the deer's legs in tasty stripes. They 
never make these trowsers to reach lower than the 
knee-cap; and, though they suffer dreadfully in 
cold weather, and are frequently frost-bitten in that 
part, yet they will, not add an inch to the lengtli 
of their trowsers. 

" His boots reached up to his trowsers, which 
just covered the tops. He wore two pair, both 
made of deer skin, one with the hair next the leg, 
the other with the hair outside. Between the boots 
he had a pair of slippers, and over all a strong 
seal-skin shoe, reaching up to the ancle, and fas- 
tened by a drawing string. In summer, when the 
ground is .damp he wears a pair of seal-skin boots, 
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prepared without the hair; and so neatly sewed 
that no water can pass through. 

" Old Kettle had mittens made of every kind of 
skin, worn with the hair inside, and when dry, 
nothing could be more comfortable ; but, if once 
these mittens are frozen or wet, a case of ice would 
protect the hands just as well. 

" This was his winter dress complete. He after- 
wards showed me that which he wore in summer, 
which was quite gay and tasty, being entirely made 
of the skins of ducks, with the feathers inside. In- 
deed, it was a very comfortable light dress, and, as 
he assured me, easily prepared. You will be 
amused to hear, that when first we were acquainted 
with these Esquimaux, the few ornaments they had 
were worn by the men. Bandeaus of diflferetit 
coloured leather, platted in a pattern, and often with 
black locks of hair woven in, so as to contrast with 
the white leather, were worn round the heads of 
the men ; a fringe of fox's teeth hung down from 
this over the forehead ; and, in different parts of 
their hair, where our English fine ladies would 
place an ornamented comb or a pearl sprig, an Es- 
quimaux coxcomb would stick a musk-ox tooth; a 
small ivory figure, or the bone of some sniall 
animal. 

"The Esquimaux ladies of my acquaintance 
were clothed in the same material as the men, al- 
though the shape of every part of the dress was 
different Their two jackets are much the same, 
except that they have also a short skirt in front (iS 



BBESS OF THE WOMEN. 193 

-well as one behind ; and the hoods, which ure im- 
mense, serve the double purpose of a covering to 
the head and a cradle for the child, not only while 
it is two or three months old, but until it has ar- 
rived at the age of two or three years. . This hood 
is called an * amaoota.' 

" They wear a band round their waist, which is 
both ornamental and useful, being made of some 
rare trinkets, such as fox's bones^ or the ears of 
deer, twenty or thirty pairs of which sometimes 
hang round them, as mementos of the skill of some 
renowned hunter to whom they are related. The 
ladies have trowsers similar to the men, except that 
they are made of white fur before, and black be- 
hind, and are never striped. They are tied round 
the body by strings, which are left very long, and 
which hang down ornamented with a pendent 
jewel, such as a small ball of wood, a stone with a 
hole in it, or a musk-ox tooth ! 

"The women's boots are truly ludicrous, and 
make' them walk like a fat duck : you will scarcely 
believe them to be as large as those in my drawing. 
In fact, they resemble sacks made of skin, and the 
bulky part being near the knee adds to the peculiar 
effect they give to the figures of the ladies. The 
tipper end is formed like a pointed flap, which 
is fastened by a button to the band which secures 
the trowsers. Two pair of thcvSe capacious boots 
are worn, bedsides a pair of seal-skin shoes, and they 
are, I can assure you, ornamented at least with 
some attention to taste. 

17 I 



194 CUSTOMS OF THE ESQUIMAUX. • 

"As for cbildren, they have no clotHing till they 
are two or three years old ; when they are takeii 
out of their mother's hoods, and stuffed into a fawn* 
skin jacket and trowsers opening behind, and by a 
string or two closed up again. A cap is always 
worn by a child, and the fantastical taste of the 
parents here displays itself; the skin of a fawn's 
head with the ears perfect, is a favourite kind of 
cap for children, and, as the holes for the mouth 
and eyes go across the top of the child's head, of 
coarse the little urchin, when you do not see its 
&oe, looks like the animal itself. 

^ With regard to the hair, both men and women 
haye a great partiality to the side locks, which 
hang down sometimes to the length of two feet. 
The front locks are generally cut straight across 
the forehead, bat those who keep all their hair 
long, tie it up in a bunch at the top of the forehead^ 
from whence it hangs loosely down. The women 
always divide their hair into two parcels down the 
middle, and arrange it on each side into two huge 
pigtails, and this is fastened round a bone stiffener, 
by strips of skin with the fur on, and forms a pretty 
spiral pattern : the bottom of the lock is finished 
by a rose of hair. 

" As the men only hunt and kill the animals, the 
women not only make all the dresses, but they pre- 
pare the materials, and while sitting at work, their 
feet are bent under their thighs. The wife scrapes 
and dries her husband's boots when he comes in, 
and if his mittens are stiff, she and the girls chew 
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them till they are soft. In preparing deer skins, 
after licking the fiit and oil oflf, they scrape and dry, 
then chew, rub, and scour them with sand ; a second 
rubbing while damp, gives them the appearance 
of shamoy leather. A cement of seal's blood, 
whitish clay, and dog's hair, enables them to form 
their pots of stone ; they likewise make the whale- 
bone pots." 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

DESORimON or AN B8QUIMADX REPAST. OOOKEBT. ANIODOTE OF A 
POOR IDIOT BOY. ATOKITT*8 TKIT TO THE OABIN. WOLTES 
TROUBLESOME. WOLF-TRAP. MR. RIOHARD's BATTLE WITH THE 
WOLF. IMPROVIDENOE OF ESQUIMAUX. OLD KETTLE. OREEDI' 
NESS OF OHILDREN. VISIT FROM TWO ESQUIMAUX LADIES. KETTLE 
A THIEF. PREPARATIONS FOR SAILING. SEVERE GOLD. DEPAKTURB 
OF ESQUIMAUX. PARTINO PRESENTS. FIRST FLOWER SEEN. OANAL 
COMPLETED. RURAL FETE. 

" A FTEE this minute account of the dress and 
appearance of the Esquimaux, you will be 
able to fancy yourselves with me in my visits to 
the huts, which were almost daily, as I found 
something to amuse me, at least, in the novelty of 
all I saw. 

" My next, visit happened to be just after they 
had caught some seals ; and blood, bones, blubber, 
and flesh, were strewed about ; the lamps were all 
lighted, the women were cooking mixtures of blood, 
meat, and entrails. I entered Kettle's hut, and 
saw there two women sitting, enjoying themselves 
over a large pot of boiled seal's blood and oil, 
which they sipped with as much delight as your 
mamma would sip her tea. After this delicate 
meal was finished, the younger lady licked her fin- 
gers clean, then scraping the spots of oil from her 
jacket and boots with a knife, she cleaned that 
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also with the same useful implement, her tongue. 
The elder lady rather took a pride in the blood 
which covered her, and wondered at the folly of 
her companion in taking such useless trouble. 

" In passing one of the huts, I observed the en- 
trance half blocked up by snow, and looking in, I 
saw a poor idiot boy who had been left by his par- 
ents while they went to the ships. He was about 
five years old, and was busy devouring the con- 
tents of the lamp, the oil, moss, and blubber, which 
he was eating, being varied by a bite now and then 
1^ oflf a very dirty lump of snow ; while I was look- 

ing at him he was seized with a fit, and, before we 
could break down the snow door to get into bim, he 
had forced himself out of his pelt blanket, and was 
lying on the floor. The fit was a severe one, but 
he gradually got better, and the neighbours who 
were present, seemed to laugh at the whole aflfair, 
and contented themselves with saying that the child 
had eaten too much. 

" When I returned fix>m this visit, I was accom- 
panied by Ay-o'-kitt, a young man who was become 
a great favourite with me. He paid me a long 
vigit in the cabin, and I set some food before him, 
insisting that he should use a knife and fork as 
we do, wipe his mouth before drinking, and not put 
a piece larger than an orange in at once, the natives 
in general cramming their mouths till they can no 
longer breathe. I afterwards made him wash his 
hands and face, when I saw him cast very longing 
eyes at my nice piece of yellow soap, which I at 
17* 
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last gave to him, and he devoured it in a mo- 
ment 

" The wolves continued to torment us most ter- 
ribly; I had purchased a couple of Esquimaux 
dogs, but the snow house which I had built for 
them was no security ; they were carried off in the 
night by the wolves, after defending themselves 
bravely, for the very ceiling of the hut was 
sprinkled with their blood and hair. On the alarm 
being given, we saw a wolf cantering off with the 
dead dog in his mouth, clear of the ground, al- 
though the dog was full as large as the wol£ I- 
fired, and the animal was obliged to let go his 
prey ; but when I went wiih two other men to 
fetch the body of the dog, we observed the whole 
pack of twelve wolves spying us through the gloom, 
and sideling along us as we returned to the ships. 
In fact, not a night passed without some depreda- 
tions by these animals. 

" We set a trap similar to what the natives use, 
in order to try to get rid of our troublesome neigh- 
bours. The trap was composed of strong slabs of 
ice, long and narrow, and was just large enough to 
hold the wolf without his being able to stir in it : 
the door let down by slides, and was kept up by a 
string, which passed along the top of the trap, and 
this was let down through a hole in the end. At 
the bottom of the string was a whalebone hoop, on 
which was fixed the flesh bait. The hoop was 
slightly hooked to a wooden peg, which was fixed 
to the opposite end of the trap, and when the bait 
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[red ii:; was touched, the hoop went up, and the door fell 

down. 
jfliiB-5 " One evening a wolf was taken in the trap, and 

three balls were fired at him while he was confined 
^ in it. After tying his hind legs we dragged him 
^^^'. out tail first, by a rope ; this rope he bit through 
^A^ in a minute, flew at Mr. Kichards who was the 
! u nearest to him, whose arm he bit, after seizing his 

, ^^ knee and being thrown off. And now, my boys, 

- •; observe the advantage Of presence of mind. 

"Mr. Richards, instead of being overcome by 
terror, grasped the animal's throat and flung him 
back, at the same time retreating a step or two 
himself. 

" The wolf gladly took the opportunity of escap- 
ing, having done no more harm than tearing Mr. 
Eichards' clothes and slightly hurting his arm. If 
Mr. Richards had been less brave, or if he had not 
chanced to be a strong and powerful man, he would 
have been killed. The enemy, however, was 
found frozen to death the next morning : a raven 
who had picked out one of its eyes, hovering over 
its carcass, was the first to attract our attention to it. 
" We soon discovered that the Esquimaux are 
YQTj improvident, as, notwithstanding they had 
lately caught so many seals, they were now in a 
state of starvation. Three dogs were killed and 
eaten, and they had nothing left to eat but bits of 
skin : of course we gladly sent them a supply of 
bread-dust and oil, for which they were very grate- 
ful at the time. 
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" As the little band of savages were all related to 
one another, it puzzled them to think how it iras 
that we were not so. I, therefore, to save trouble, 
called myself the feither of the ' Kabloona,' whidi 
is their name for white people. But Mr. Kettle, 
who Was the most inquisitive of the party, found 
out that many of my children were older than my- 
self, and was not quite satisfied with my story. 

" On the 14th of February it was too cold for 
any of us to leave the ships, but we received a 
friendly visit from our neighbours. We set them 
to play at a game at leap frog, which was quite 
new to them, and -the young men made most awk- 
ward attempts at jumping, and often pitched upon 
their heads. They bore the laugh and the pain 
very good-humouredly, and generally returned to 
the game without being disheartened. A winch, 
by which one man could draw towards him ten 
other men who held by a rope, afforded them great 
amusement. 

" Kettle was too old to join in these diversions, 
but he and the other old men laughed till the tears 
ran down their cheeks. As there were only men 
who had visited us to day, we sent the ladies some 
presents of candle ends by their husbands, and Ket- 
tle took home a choice cut of dog's flesh for my 
mother, which he carried in the inside of his inner 
boot, next to the dirty calf of his leg. For all 
these presents we were much thanked when we 
went to the huts. We amused ourselves by paint- 
ing two of their faces with red and white colours, 
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Tt:*:. and they went home delighted, saying, their wives 
ik i^ would not know them, but would take them for 
sr: * Kabloona' ladies. (There is a compliment for you, 
/^ott liouisa.) To make them stand still, to be so 
Jfci adorned, we were obliged to treat them in turns to 
^. a bite of a candle end, till our candles and our col- 
yi ours were exhausted. 

r5Jr " We returned this visit in a day or two, and 

J flj were pleased to find them' in the midst of plenty. 
^ The seal hunters had caught an abundance; 

^; heaps of savoury fare, blood, blubber, and entrails, 

were lying in every hut, and even the dogs were 
^\ enjoying themselves, as they went from one child 

to another, licking the blood and grease from 
• their chins and cheeks. The women sat cooking, 
and sucking their fingers; the men lounging 
about ; and while the messes were preparing, the 
children tore such parts of the entrails as were 
not too tough for their young teeth, and when they 
met with any very hard parts, they gave them to 
J,. their mothers, who soon chewed it into a proper 

^ state for their young ones." 

^ Louisa. "This account is a very disgusting 

^ one, uncle : I am not at all of Charles's opinion 

(. that your refusing the offer of a child is a matter 

of regret. I should not fancy any little urchin 

making such meals here." 

"I own, my dear Louisa, the sight was dis- 
gusting enough, but as I am giving you a full and- 
. true account of the habits of a set of people with 

whom I associated for several months, you must 

I* 
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excuse me if I offend your delicacy, in order to 
gratify your desire for information, 

"These little beings know not the comfort of 
cleanliness, they have not a notion of it; the only 
way their hands for instance are cleaned, is by 
patting their closed fist into the mouth of their 
mother. 

" I was invited to eat a fine piece of half-boiled 
seal's-fiesh, from which the old lady first licked 
the gravy and dirt, and bit it all round to try j 

which was the tenderest part. I refused, you *] 

may be sure, Louisa, and pressed the old dame to 
eat it herself, which she very soon did, to our great \ 

amusement, pretending to make wry faces all the 
while. • I 

" I found that the women do not eat with the J 

men, but have the privilege of licking the gravy I 

from the meat before they present it to their 
lords, who often stuff till they are stupified. They « 

have no knives or forks, or plates, you know, so 
I will tell you how they manage : they sit round, 
and a lump is given to the nearest fexaou; he ^ 

sucks it all round, crams his moutli as full as he ' 

can, and cuts it off close to his lips, to their great J 

danger as well as his nose. The meat then passes ^ 

to the next person, who does the same till the lump 
is done. The meal continues a long time, each 
person swallowing several pounds. The pots are 
often filled again, during which time the party suck 
their fingers, or enjoy a little raw blubber. At the 
end of the dinner, the rich soup in the pot is 
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handed round, each taking a sip in their turn till it 
is empty, when the good woman of the house licks 
it clean and prepares to make her own mess. The 
meal being finished, every one scrapes the grease 
from his face to his mouth, and then licks clean 
his fingers. 

"In one of the huts, a little fellow of four 
years old amused me much. T have described 
to you the dress which disfigures the children ; and 
this was the ugliest boy of his tribe. His dirty 
face, shaded by locks of tangled black hair, almost 
prevented him from seeing; but he first of all 
challenged me to dance, and began singing and 
beating his drum and capering away. He then sat 
solemnly still while I danced. When I was quite 
tired, he took my book and pencil, and walked 
round to every one, gravely asking them their 
names and pretending to write {hem down, as he 
had seen me do. His drum was made of whale- 
bone, with a thin skin drawn over it on one side, 
and sounded like a bad tambourine. 

" The next Sunday the natives all camo to see 
us go to church on board the Fury ; and, having 
only seen us in our gray jackets, their admiration 
was truly great, and, indeed, they hardly knew us 
again in our full-dress. The ladies all danced 
and shouted as the marines, in their red coats. 



" I was favoured with a visit fi:om Togorlat and 
her mother, Il-yoo-mia, who brought me these lit- 
tle Esquimaux dolls, which I give to you, Louisa, 
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and can assure you they are very well dressed, 
and will give you a better idea of the person and 
clothing of an Esquimaux female than my long de- 
scription. Togorlat tattoed another pattern upon 
my arm, while her old mother undertook to do the 
same upon Mr. Bird. His repeated *Ohs' drew 
my attention, and I found that the old woman was 
talking and stitching away as if upon an old shoe, 
and that, moreover, she was so blind, that all the 
lines she made were crooked. 

" Okot)took, and his wife Higliak, nelt came to 
see me, with their ugly stupid looking little boy, 
who surprised me, however, by imitating the tones 
of a variety of animals and birds. Young ducks 
quacking again, in reply to the distant quack of 
their mother— -every sound, from the hum of the fly 
to the growl of a bear, was mimicked by him. 

" It was on the same day that an iron bolt and 
tin funnel were missing from the Hecla, and the 
Esquimaux all charged my friend, old Kettle, with 
being the thief I was so pleased with Ayokitt, 
who sat in my room drawing men and boats, that I 
invited him to stay and sleep on board, to which 
he willingly consented. 

"After washing his face and hands, we made 
hira draw a chair and join our evening circle round 
the fire. He even drank some coffee with us, and 
eat some gingerbread, but he did it as if it were 
medicine he felt obliged to take. I taught him to 
snuff the candles and stir the fire, and then we 
looked at pictures together. He was much sur- 
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prised when I showed him drawings of horses, he 
having seen no such animals, and he called them 
yook-too, or rein-deer. All insects he called yak- 
ka-likki-tea, or butterflies. When we came to 
crabs and to a party of young frogs, he called them 
kabloona, or white men. 

" He was very angry in talking of the theft that 
had been committed, and said Kettle was the thief; 
and he called over the names of his own family on 
his fingers, saying to each, as he named them, ' not 
a thief.' 

" The poor fellow was so pleased with my at- 
tempts to amuse him, that he seemed to think me 
a very great *annatko,' or conjuror. At nine 
o'clock he was completely tired out, and we per- 
suaded him to lie down before the fire, where he 
fioon began to snore, and muttered many words in 
his dreams. The next morning, after I had shaved 
myself, I persuaded him to let me do the same to 
him, which, added to a good washing, so altered 
him, that when he examined his complexion in a 
glass, he declared that he was not an Ayokitt, but 
a Kabloona. After a good breakfast he took his 
leave, carrying with him as a present from me 
a boarding-pike, on which was marked with small 
nails the names of the ships and the date of the 
year. 

" My first friend Kettle was not long before he 

made his peace with me, for he took good care to 

watch me as I next visited the huts, and, running 

shouting after me, till I stopped, managed, with the 

18 
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assistance of a tin pot and piece of iron, to make 
me some kind of an explanation. 

" It was not difficult to persuade me that lie was 
not the thief, and therefore we soon shook hands, 
each making a long speech which neither of us 
understood. 

" A boarding-pike was next missed; but, when 
our men went to the huts to inquire for it, they 
met with a most rough reception from the ladies, 
who declared that the * kabloona' were thieves and 
had stolen all their things. At that very moment 
they sat surrounded by heaps of presents which 
they had had from us, and for which they had ea- 
gerly offered their things in exchange ; but the fact 
was, they cared not for us as long as they had oil 
for their .lamps and food to eat, while their grati- 
tude returned when a day of famine came." 

Chables. "Ah, uncle, you are beginning to 
discover the faulty side of your friends' char- 
acters." 

Uncle Eichard. " It is true, Charles ; and I 
suppose it reminds you of your old copy, * Famil- 
iarity breeds contempt;' but I deserved a disap- 
pointment, if I expected that uncultivated savages 
should be free from faults, when those who have 
so many more advantages are so far from being 
faultless. 

" First impressions are not always to be de- 
pended upon; and I now saw reason to change 
mine respecting the neat and comfortable appear- 
ance of the snow huts, for the fires that had been 
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kept up in the late abundance, caused an incessant 
dripping and thawing, and rendered them so rot- 
ten, that one woman fell through the roof as she 
was clearing the snow. Almost all were suffer- 
ing from coughs and colds, and many had lost 
their voices. 

"One happy event occurred, in the complete 
extirpation of the gang of wolves, the last of which, 
to the great joy of the natives, was caught in our 
trap at the time. 

" Our time was now a good deal employed in 
getting charts of the country from Higliak and 
Eewarat; and the sum of the information was, 
that a sea existed to the north, which was open 
in the summer, and that in this sea were many 
islands on which Esquimaux reside, some con- 
stantly, and others as they travel about along the 
coast." 

Tom. " Probably, uncle, that may be the same 
coast that poor Captain Franklin sailed along, and 
which he expected would lead into Eepulse Bay." 

" It is most likely so, Tom. We shall see what 
other light we shall gain upon the subject ; for the 
present we were blocked up ; but, as the weather 
began to look more smiling, we determined to make 
a little journey to explore the coast about our pres- 
ent station. 

" We set out : but were punished here, too, for 
our hasty judgments, for the bitter cold returned ; * 
and, after wandering about for many hours, we be- 
came bewildered in the snow; and, after severe 
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suflFering, which nearly occasioned the loss of life 
to one of our companions, we returned to the ships 
covered with frost bitea 

" As the natives had now been some time with- 
out catching any seals or walruses, great distress 
again prevailed amongst them, and a report reached 
us that they were moving their station. I ran to 
the huts ; and, true, I found them broken and de- 
serted, except by a few old women and one old 
man, who was sitting alone without food or furni- 
ture : all was carried away. 

" On my return to the ships, I found five old 
women who had come down for food, dancing away 
on deck, as if they were the happiest creatures ia 
the world, kicking their legs as high as their heads, 
making faces, and screaming with all their might. 
They had eaten a pailful of bread-dust, and forgot 
in their own merriment, the starving condition of 
those in the huts, for whom they likewise had had 
food given them. 

"Two large walruses were soon caught, and 
many families returned to the huts to gormandize. 
One man had eaten until he was quite drunk, and 
was dozing with his mouth open. His tender wife, 
Arnalooa, sat by the cooking-pot, and every now 
and then awakened her husband, cramming his 
mouth full of half-boiled flesh, which she stuffed in 
with her finger, and then cut off the lump close 
to his lips. The blood and fat streaming about 
him, made him look truly disgusting. 

" They now pretended to despise the bread and 
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oil with whicli we so kindly supplied them, when, 
by their excessive gluttony, they had brought on a 
famine, and this discovery of their ingratitude, 
added to their many thefts, prevented us from re- 
gretting their change of abode, particularly as 
their visits would have been very troublesome to 
our ships as spring approached, and when we 
were obliged to be more actively employed. 

"Their final departure now took place; their 
sledges were packed up a yard high with furniture 
and skins, tin pots, bottles, and jars hanging dang- 
ling all around the pile, while knives, forks, and 
other little things filled up the spaces. The very 
little children muffled in skins, were packed up like 
bundles at the very top. The transparent windows 
of ice were carried with them. Even the dogs 
seemed to know they were about to begin a long 
journey, for they howled piteously. The signal 
was given, the sledges shot down the hill, one man 
taking care of each sledge, and the others walking 
with the women. We accoi^ipanied the party for 
a couple of miles, all in great glee ; but one party 
was ridiculously sad. They all declared they 
should never see us again, unless indeed there 
should be a famine, and then we might be sure to 
see them. 

" They indeed kept their word, and I will de- 
scribe to you what a kind of day it was that they 
spent on the ships when they did come one after 
the other. They would stuff as if they had not 
eaten for a month, then they would lay down and 
18* 
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sleep for two or three hours, then stuflF agaia, aud 
then sleep, and so on for several times, and when 
one ship was tired of supplying them, they would 
go a-begging to another. 

** To our great delight, a general thaw now took 
place, the hills looked speckled, and the birds re- 
turned. Such was our joy at again seeing these 
harbingers of spring, that we counted them as they 
came. I wished much to bring home a snow bunt- 
ing, the plumage of which is beautiful ; their wings 
are jetty black, and on their breast is a cream-col- 
oured mark in the shape of a horse-shoe, which 
contrasts most beautifully with the snowy whiteness 
of their body. Their heads and necks were deli- 
cately tinged with pink, from the buds of the saxi- 
frage which they eat ; and these lovely creatures 
are as tame as a robin, and very nice to eat, al- 
though we could scarcely find in our hearts to kill 
them. 

"In consequence of this encouragement from 
the more open state of the weather, we again set 
forth for a land-exploring journey, the particulars 
of which will not interest you, though it served to 
give us some idea of the month of May in the Arc- 
tic regions. 

" The object of this little tour was to discover to 
what point the ships might sail without the delay of 
coasting in order to explore inlets, and so far it an- 
swered tBe purpose. Nothing could be more flat 
and uninteresting than the country : no vegetation 
gladdcucd . our eycti, which were afflicted with 
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snow-blindness ; while the partial thaw, though it 
did not supply us with water, made ns perpetually 
slipping in as we walked, and kept us in a damp 
and dripping state when under shelter of our tents. 
We saw no birds, but plenty of deer, though they 
were thin ones. 

"We found, on our retjarn to the ships, that 
our companions were grieving for the loss of James 
Fringle, a seaman, who had died during our ab- 
sence. His grave had been dug near the observa- 
tory, and we buried him next day, and fired a vol- 
ley over his body. 

" I was greeted by a straggling Esquimaux, who 
had not yet followed his party, with a * very well, 
I taank you,' accompanied by a dandy bow, which 
he had been taught to make at the ships; and 
when I told him we had seen deer, he determined 
to take his wife, and another family, who still 
haunted the ships, in search of them. They were 
wretchedly poor. Captain Parry gave them a 
bone sledge, on which they placed their loads, one 
dog and a bandy-lpgged little puppy being all they 
had to drag it. They thought the journey they 
were about to begin might take them forty days, 
and yet, without a morsel of food besides a little 
bread and a few candle-ends, they set off in as 
high spirits as if in a land of plenty. When they 
took leave of us, Captain Parry presenteii each 
man with a boarding-pike, and Captain Lyon with 
a hatchet ; while a poor woman who was divorced 
from her husband, and had no one to rejoice for, 
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stood with the tears in her eyes, not even begging 
for any thing for herself. Captain Lyon gave her 
a knife, and made her completely happy by telling 
her, that as soon as she brought her husband with 
her, he too should have an axe. 

"We soon had plenty of new visiters, in the 
shape of birds ; the grouse at first were white ; but 
the raven, strange to say, keeps its black plumage 
throughout the year. The king-duck, which is 
something like an eider-drake, is a most brilliant 
creature } and we saw, too, a large flock of long- 
tailed ducks. 

" We DOW set to work cutting a canal into the 
open. water; and, the process being the same as 
that I described to you on a former occasion, I 
need not dwell upon it now. 

" I bad my curiosity gratified in the sight of a 
swan's nest with three eggs in, and an enormous 
pile it is. It is a curious construction built of lit- 
tle pieces of peat, which is a kind of turf, no larger 
than a walnut, neatly placed one upon another. 
The eggs are laid in a hole at the top, which is a 
foot and a half in diameter, so that the female bird 
is seen in full length while sitting. The eggs were 
a dull whit« colour, and made three good meals for 
one of our invalids. 

"It was the ninth of June when we saw the first 
flower ; and is it not singular, that it was the same 
day of the same month on which we had seen the 
same flower (saxifrage) at Melville Island, on our 
former voyage ?" 



CUTTING A CANAL. 213 

Tom. "Bat, uncle, you were much further north 
at Melville Island." 

" Yes, it is true, we were as many as nine de- 
grees farther north ; but I fancy, in the Arctic re- 
gions, that makes but little difference, as we had 
various proofs of it botb in the vegetation and in 
the showers of rain. 

"After fifteen days' hard but cheerful labour, 
the canal was completed ; and, fancying that the 
next day we should leave Water Island, several of 
us went to the little hill called Cape Fisher, to take 
leave of the place on which we had passed so many 
months, and to which we all had a feeling of attach- 
ment, notwithstanding its barren and comfortless 
appearance. 

" On this spot we painted the ships' names ; 
and, after shooting and roasting a few buntings for 
supper, we each took a piece of yakee, or Es- 
quimaux stone, and thus ended our rural and cold 
fete." 

Charles. " Before you leave the island, pray 
tell me, unde, had you not some gardens this time 
as before ?" 

" Indeed, Charles, we had a hot bed covered 
with glass for each ship, and this garden was a 
favourite lounge, and produced us, besides mustard 
and cress, peas, two inches high, and radishes as 
thick as a thread ! Captain Parry's stoves, too, 
were very productive in mustard and cress." 



214 LEAYS WIKTEB ISLS. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

»JUrGXB TO VBK BBOIA VBOS TBB TSDW^ UBAYK WtNTKR BLE. 
BAIL NORTHWARDS. REACH lOLOOLK. LAND AND FIND E&> 
QtmCAVX. WALRUS-6KIN TENXa HOWnAUTT. J017RNKT TO 
XBQUIMAUX YILLAQB WITH TOOLEMAX. 8LEDQB DRAWN ST DOGS.. 
OOTARRA, THX FISHIRMAN. NEW WAT OF MAKING A FIRE. 
XBQUIMAUX BAUir DANOX OF NOBEB. THE 8HIF8 BAIL- FARTHER 
NORTH. HOPEB OF XNTERINO THR POLAR BRA. BEBET WITH ICK. 
RETURN AND ANCHOR AT lOLOOLIK. DKCRIFTION OF BONK HUTSk 
ANNATKOB, OR CONJURORS. WINTER BETB DC YniTS FROM 8QMK 
WINTER-ISLE EBQUIMAUX TOOLEMAK's DREAM. MIRACULOU8 CURB 
9¥ LUMBAGO. EBQUDIAUZ POLITENE8& SECOND CHRISTMAS DAT. 
ANECDOTES OF BEARS. DEATH OF TAKKALIKKTEA's WIFE AND 
CHILD. EBQUIMAUX FUNERAL. ILLNESS OF WIDOW KAGHA. HER 
»]BCX>NTENT AND INGRATITUDX. INATTENTION OF ESQUIMAUX TO 
THEIR BIGK. EBQUDLAUZ TILLAGE. ICE-HUTS MELTED AWAT. SS* 
QUIMAUZ COQUETTE. ESQUIMAUX RANDT. ESQUIMAUX MURDERflL 
SHIPS LEAVE IGLOOLEC REACH WINTER ISLE. YIBXT THE SHORE. 
RETURN TO ENGLAND. HOSFITABLB. RBOEFTION AT LBRWIGK. 

"npHUS passed our first winter ; and you will re- 
mark, that though our knowledge of the na- 
tives was much increased, yet we had not made 
much progress in discovery. For two hundred 
and sixty-seven days^ which is nearly three quar- 
ters of the year, we had been frozen in ; but at 
length we sailed forth, and were well pleased to be 
once more proceeding in a northerly direction. 

" As we advanced, the tides became tempestuous, 
and threatened the Hecla, whose only way of es- 
caping was to shelter herself behind a fender of 
ice. The floes of ice were at length, however. 



WALRUSES. 215 

driyen s^ainst her with such force, that a weaker 
vessel must have been knocked to pieces. We got 
through it, however, and continued coasting it at a 
slow rate, the Fury being before us, until we were 
stopped by tho ice. Landing for a short time, 
therefore, we were gratified by the sight of a fine 
cataract and some magnificent scenery, such as we 
had never before witnessed in these regions. 

" While we were still stationary, we had a regu- 
lar battle with some walruses, a herd of which lay 
facing us with open mouths on the ice. 

" A male and female, and their cub, were apart 
from the rest We wounded the old ones, who, 
after a desperate resistance were killed, and taken 
alongside our boat The. cub had kept close to 
them all along, getting first on the back of one and 
then of the other, and its presence made them more 
fierce in their defence. 

" At length, from the crow's nest, we discovered 
Esquimaux tents, in the very spot laid down for 
our guide by Iligliak, We went in our boats to 
visit them, and now knew enough of their language 
to answer their questions of * Where do you come 
from ?' * What do you want ?' 

" They were all related to our friends at Winter 
Island; and, therefore, after the first shyness was 
worn ofl^ they were delighted to hear news of them, 
and we each of us had soon an attentive audience in 
each tent, to whom we told all we knew. Some 
of the old men carried a spear made of a single 
piece of ivory of an unicorn's horn. 
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" This band of Esquimaux live in tents covered 
with walrus's skins, and not in snow-houses, like 
their relations. They appeared very poor and mis- 
erable, their dirty deer-skins scarcely affording them 
BuflBcient covering to keep them warm at night. 
Th6y were well behaved ; and, when we entered 
their tents, thanked us, and begged us to sit down 
on their deer-skins. 

" Of their hospitality we had most convincing 
proof, for when we left them to return to the ships, 
we launched our boat in a thick fog; and, after 
being beaten about by the ice for some hours, we 
were obliged to save it as well as ourselves, by drag- 
ging it back to the beach. Here the natives met 
lis in spite of the inclement weather, and got our 
boat up the steep shingle bank. As we could not 
stay by her, we were obliged to trust to the honesty 
of the Esquimaux. After making them a long 
speech, which I dare say they did not understand, 
about some tin pots which we would give them if 
they let the boat alone, an old man seemed to make 
them an oration, and then they all followed us with- 
out touching the boat, although it contained so 
tempting a store of wood and iron. 

" They then led us to their tents, took off our 
wet garments, and clothed us in their own furs, 
which they stripped off their backs. 

" The women came and volunteered a dance for 
our amusement, to which they added various gri- 
maces and cries which they called singing. We 
then tried to sing them some noisy chorusses, but 
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our teeth cliattered with cold. The w^omea^ per* 
ceiving how cold we were, tijicked us up uoder our 
deer-skins, over which they spread boots, iiaittens, 
and raw ducjc-skios, while ,the mea stopped up all 
the holes iu the teut with bunches of feathery. 

*' With these kiRd and hospitable attentions we 
soon got warpQ, aod eujoyed a con;Lfortable night's 
rest, for which we the next day repaid our friends, 
by luaking them presents of enrery thing which we 
had in our possession. 

*^ We took leave of the Esquimaux ; and, not- 
withstanding the fog, reached the ships in safety, 
but we found them still beset with ice. 

" On my next visit to Igloolik, I visited their 
winter huts, which are curiously constrij^^ted of the 
bones of the whale, walrus, and unicorn, filled up 
with moss and earth. They were domed at top, 
and most filthy inside, and all around the outside 
lay skeletons of animals mingled with human heads. 
Here I shot a snowy owl, which is a rare and beau- 
tiful bird : it is considered as being of a species 
between an eagle and an owl, and, like owls in 
general, it sees as well by day as by night. 

" To see a little of the country, as well as to 
improve my acquaintance with these good-hu- 
moured Esquimaux, I determined upon going a 
few days' journey with Toole-raak, the old man 
whom Captain Parry had commissioned to procure 
a supply of fish for the ships. 

"We setoff, with four men accompanying us in 
one sledge, and three boys in another, and a team 

19 K 
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of eleven dogs. We left the island of Igloolik, and 
travelled along the ice, and passed a number of red 
granite islands, bold and barren to view, but we 
soon found the holes in the ice difficult to pass. 

" Dunn, the old man, and myself walked to an 
island to look about us, and found that there was 
water instead of ice a little way further, and that 
we could not proceed except with a boat. As we 
con Id not, therefore, reach the fishing-place, we 
spent a night on one of these rocky islands, and I 
was obliged to distribute our four days' supply of 
food among the whole party that night, for the Es- 
quimaux, ever improvident, had brought none with 
them. The next morning we saw a group of 
thirty islands, which I named the Coxe Group. 
Dunn caught us a deer, by the usual stratagem 
among the natives. He hid himself behind a stone, 
and imitated the singular cry of a deer, which soon 
attracted one of these simple animals, and he came 
near enough to allow himself to be shot. We all 
sat squat upon a skin, and enjoyed an excellent 
meal in the Esquimaux feshion ; and, I can assure 
you, so well were the bones picked, that not even 
the dogs would gnaw at them a second time. You 
must remember, Louisa, that this was the first In- 
dian meal I had ever been present at, and my first 
feeling was of disgust at the raw repast. I deter- 
mined to be a spectator only, and to confine my- 
self to eating a little preserved meat which I had 
saved from the last night's supper; but I was 
tempted to try a part of the spine, and found it, in- 
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deed, excellent; and, if I were often situated in a 
similar manner, 1 know not if I should not even 
relish, as a dainty, raw venison." 

Charles. " And how did you like their mode 
of travelling, uncle — drawn by dogs?" 

" You would have been delighted to have been 
with us, Charles ; their sagacity was beyond every- 
thing. An old dog was placed at the head of the 
team as guide, and no well-trained soldier could 
obey better the word of command. As for beat- 
ing, it was out of the question ; for, however tired, 
the cry of a seal or bear was enough to set them off 
full gallop across the ice. It was a fine sight to 
see us racing away all in full cry, as if dashing 
along in spite of wind and water. Sometimes one 
of our dogs would get entangled and tossed over, 
when our driver would jump from his seat in front, 
and nimbly arrange all, and set off again. As for 
harness or reins, the long-lashed whip and the hol- 
low tones of our driver answered the purpose well 
enough; and the dogs would have gone orderly 
enough through any difficult pass, if their constant 
biting and fighting had not somewhat interrupted 
them. The noises the men made, which are 
scarcely more musical than the growls of the dogs, 
formed a most stunning concert. 

"Our reception from Ooyarra, the fisherman, 
was truly hospitable, while his wives and parents 
assisted in taking my wet clothes off and drying - 
and mending my boots. I wrapped myself up ia 
my blanket bag and hoped for a little sleep ; but, 
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no, om Bfltive after anolber came in^ and all were 
too cniToas to know how I could have got into my 
1)ag, to allow me mncfa lepose. They all thought 
I had sewed myself up in it 

" I learnt the following day a new way of mak- 
ing fires of blubber and bones. The woman who 
is aboQt to ecx)k the dinner chews a piece of blub* 
ber, and then spits the oil from her mouth npon the 
fire to keep it burning. 

" A n»mber of strange cnatoms excited my cu- 
riosity, and you wiB scarcely believe the story I 
am going to tell you. I was dozii^ ib my tent 
about the middle of the day, when a native came 
and led me by the hs^nd^ desiring Dunn to follow 
us to a ball. We entered a tent^ where a number 
of wotnen, x^nged according to their ages, sat 
round the room in solemn ^lence. It was an Es- 
quimaux ball; the dancers were two men, who 
advanced to the middle of the tent, near the polo 
of it. The principal dancer moved slowly to the 
fevourite tufte of Am-naa-ya-a-ya, and when a lit- 
lle tired, walked up gravely to the second man, 
who was the assistant, and holdings his head be- 
tween his hands, rubbed noses with him^ amid the 
shouts of all the lookers on. He did the same thing 
over again for several times, till at last he led the 
assistant to the middle of the tent, and rushed out 
into the air to cool himself. The asi^tant then 
chose a partner, and so on till several couples had 
danced. But^ alas, they were not contented unless 
I, too, joined in the diver»on. I was led i^ by A 
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ii' filthy fellow, who seemed to consider it an excellent 
p* joke, and, with all the ladies laughing at me, I was 
ii obliged to stand up and have my nose rubbed like 
the rest. When my turn came to choose a part- 
^ii ner, you may depend upon it, Louisa, I picked out 
81 the prettiest girl in the room to dance with, which 
a'i highly flattered the old dame her mother. I went 
p on dancing for some time, till at last I too became 
weary ; and, after a present of needles to the ladies, 
V; I made my escape. Dunn had more wisdom than 
r myself, for when he saw the liberty that was taken 
'I with my nose, he made his escape, and no entreaty 
{C could get him back into the room again. 
|. It These poor wretches have notions of receiving 

^ visiters, as appeared from their kindness to me'; 
i for whatever tent I visited, the master always rose 
? and gave me the best seat. They exchange visits 
t regularly among one another, and the men carry a 
! long knife on purpose to cut their food with, and 
from these dangerous companions their fingers 
often suffer, in their over anxiety to get at the 
dainties quickly. A fashionable employment in- 
deed, is to flourish and lick this knife from one 
end to the other, whenever there is a little pause in 
the course of the meal. 

" It was with sorrow I thought of quitting these 
hospitable people, who, in their quiet state, were 
different from the other band of Esquimaux, whose 
shouting and eagerness for barter made them some- 
times very teasing. Before I left them we had a 
good game of leap-frog, which I taught them, and 
19* 
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in which they took great delight, the women eren, 
with great children at tbeir backs, running an«l 
jumping with all their might Some marks of 
their krad attention were left upon mj arm, as yon 
may perceire in this kakeen of a little man, 
which Ooyarra's wife perfonned, 

" Our ships again set sail, and it was not long 
before we entered a strait in the north-west direc- 
tion, and about four miles wide, which we named 
the Strait of the Fury and the Hecla. Here the 
ice was rery little thawed, although we had seen 
the first of September. The coast on each side 
was bare and barren ; scarcely a flower had put 
forth its leases, and mo^t desolate was the prospect, 
A few deer were here and there gathering the 
scanty crop of moss that grew between the rocks. 
The remains of one Esquimaux circle wa» all the 
proof we could observe of this rugged shore having 
been inhabited, arid that hfad evidently been long a 
min, for it was half buried in inoss. 

" A number of little islands lay scattered abouty 
and parties from our ships Were industrious in ex- 
ploring them, as well as in ascertaining the state of 
the ice. The result of all was, that there was no 
part of the strait where the ice was not perfectljr 
unbroken, except the part we now were in, in 
which, alas! we were becoming daily more and 
more beset. 

" Determined to persevere to the very utmost^ 
a party was despatched to reach, if possible, the 
terttiihation of the strait. They walked along the 
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coast as much as sixty miles, and returned with 
^^ this intelligence, that they could perceive no ter- 

^ mination, but that one unbroken sea of ice lay be- 

fore them, as far as they could discern. We all 
now felt sure that this then was the long-sought 
opening into the Polar Sea, and to have discovered 
this WjIs very satisfactory, but when could we ven- 
ture to hope that it would be navigable? Cer. 
tainly not this year: for we were already bat- 

"IJ tared about, and blocked up by shoals of ice, 

J. though we could only hope to make our way a few 

., days longer. 

y! "For the present year, therefore, adieu to all 

our hopes of immortalizing our names by this grand 
discovery : at all events, we were in hopes of get- 
ting to the north a little, and feeling our way in 
that direction. But no ; we were disappointed on 
all sides, and all our hopes now centered in being 
able to leave a scene of such utter desolation be- 
fore the second winter set in. 

" Happily we just accomplished this, for had we 
been delayed many hours, we could not have done 
it. After a variety of adventures, so similar to 
those we before experienced in navigating the icy 
sea that I need not relate them to you, we an- 
chored near to Igloolik, in which station we deter- 
mined to pass the winter, whose early approach 
filled us with dismal feelings. 
' " Our friends at Igloolik had already taken pos- 
session of their bone or winter huts, where I paid 
ihem a visit, though I own it was with repugnance 
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that I crossed the sloppy puddle at the door, to 
crawl in upon my hands and knees, and encounter 
the horrible smells within." 

Chables. "Ahl my dear uncle, you would 
regret now the clean snow huts of your acquaint- 
ance at Winter Island ?" 

"If you will allow me, Charles, to finish my de- 
scription of these bone-huts, I will then introduce 
you into some fresh-water ice ones, which* you will 
acknowledge to be far more beautiful than either. 

" These bone houses have no roof, but a weather- 
proof transparent skin covers the top, and admits 
sufficient light, at the same time that it excludes 
the air. I entered, as you may remember, upon 
all-fours, and judge of my surprise on finding the 
feet of the inhabitants above my head. It con- 
tained several families, and each family occupied a 
high bench. The slope up to each bench was 
rendered so slippery by lumps of melted walrus 
flesh and other liquids, that an old man like myself 
had some difficulty in gratifying his curiosity by 
climbing up. A seal's skin curtain was carefully 
pinned up at the back of each family, to conceal 
the sooty wall ; for, singular as it may appear, these 
people, otherwise surrounded by dirt, cannot en- 
dure soot. I had observed before, when I visited 
them, that the slightest mark of soot on their fingers 
or on mine was carefully wiped off with a feather 
wet in their mouths. 

" There are not bone huts enough to contain all 
the Esquimaux in Igloolik, and a number of ice 
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tkuis were interspersed throughout the village. 
These were built as we should build our stone 
liouses. Slabs of ice were plastered together by 
TQortar made of snow. They were octagonal, or 
eight-sided ; sometimes finished with a dome like 
the snow houses, and sometimes covered with skins 
in the fashion of the bone huts. The transparency 
is so great, that as you stand outside you can 
with little trouble distinguish its inhabitants from 
one another ; a number of young puppies lay com- 
fortably in boxes made of the same beautiful ma- 
terial, and looked as if placed for a show in glass 
cases. 

" In my various visits to the huts, I could gener- 
ally be accommodated with a ride in an Esquimaux 
sledge ; but as I found a present was always ex- 
pected, it became rather an expensive carriage to 
me. The boldness of the natives in venturing 
upon the ice to the ships was beyond every thing. 
Long before the ice would bear them with any de- 
gree of safety, men, women, and children would 
come sliding along to our great consternation. 

"From Ooyarra we learnt some curious facts 
about the annatkos or conjurors; and it came out 
that Toulemak, my fellow-traveller, was a regular 
annatko. I was not long in persuading him to ex- 
hibit me a little specimen of his art ; and I will try 
to recollect the particulars of the scene which was 
truly ludicrous. His old wife alone was in the 
room, which was darkened. A chaunt was begun 
by the sorcerer ; his wife began to sing Amna-aya. 
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Toulemak then turned himself round and round, 
and calling for Toonga, his patron spirit to come, 
snorted and puffed like a walrus. Then the loud 
voice ceased, and, in a smothered tone he contrived 
it so that it seemed as if he was going farther 
and farther ofl^ till it stopped altogether. The old 
dame then told me gravely that he was gone down 
into the sea, and would send Toonga up to us. 
At length a distant blowing and a different tone of 
voice was heard. * This is Toonga^' said the old 
woman. 

" I asked several questions from this would-be 
spirit, and was answered by two thumps on the 
deck, which the old lady said was favourable. A 
hollow voice was then heard, mingled with groans, 
hissings, and gabblings, like a turkey. The old 
lady sang still louder, and as I concluded that it 
was all to terrify me, I cried out, * Oh I I am so 
frightened !' this set them a-going still more furi- 
ously, tilj the poor spirit was tired and begged to 
retire ; Toulemak then with a yell announced his 
return, with two heaps of deer-skin stripes fastened 
to his dress behind, which he declared Toonga had 
sewed on when he was below. 

" These kind of exhibitions are not I fancy very 
frequent, and are generally performed in order to 
cure some sick person. There are no less than 
ten familiar spirits with whom Toulemak professes 
to hold this kind of communication. 

" But though these poor people have no religious 
worship, they are not idolaters, and their notions of 
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a future state are very straight forward. There 
are two places to which they believe the souls of 
the good go, heaven, and the centre of the earth ; 
the first is for those who have been killed by bears, 
walruses, or any other animal ; the second is di- 
vided into three, the lowest of which is a place of 
perfect happiness. 

"Winter orders were. again given, and every 
preparation made as before : our observatory was 
built, and messengers six times a-day were ap- 
pointed to keep up regular communications between 
the ships. We depended upon our new acquaint- 
ances at Igloolik, for our amusement during the 
long period of dark which we must look forward to, 
for you must remember, that we had moved our 
station several degrees farther north than the win- 
ter before. 

" It was not long before a few of our old friends 
at Winter Isle, came to visit their relations at Ig- 
loolik, and well pleased were we to see one another 
again. Tagorlat was among the number of these 
visiters, and was truly happy at once again coming 
to our ships. Her poor idiot child had died upon 
the road,* and the whole party had undergone great 
hardships. 

"And now, Charles, you should have seen us 
sporting our handsome teams of dogs. I myself 
drove eleven fine creatures. I purchased them 
from the Esquimaux, to whose credit it must be 
related, that they would not sell me these valuable 
animals, until they had bargained that none should 
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be killed. It had happened, to the disgrace of ^e 
* Kabloona' that once or twice the dog had been 
killed afi soon as bought, and in one instance the 
heartless sailor not only killed the dog, but asked 
the owner to assist him to skin it For this pur- 
pose, he put his knife into his hand, but the Esqui- 
maux threw it from him indignantly, and walked 
away without speaking a, word." 

^* I trust the sailor felt ashamed of his inhuman- 
ity," cried Charles, indignantly. " It was a strik- 
ing lesson to us all, and I believe we had not be- 
fore given credit to the Esquimaux for having 
such noble or strong feelings." 

" We were present at a marriage between young 
Toolooak from Winter Island, and a damsel of the 
Igloolik tribe. The ceremony is simply this. The 
bridegroom enters the hut of the bride, and seats 
himself down beside her, and is from that moment 
lord and master of herself and her hut. The bride 
was fifteen, the bridegroom ' two years older. 
Both looked very sheepish and shy when they came 
next day to visit Captain Parry. He made some 
presents as a matter of course. 

" Toulemak the conjuror was a knowing man. 
One day he went into Captain Lyon's cabin : ' I 
have had a dream,' said he, * which was, that a 
spirit in the shape of a Lyon came and brought me 
an axe.' 

" *I too have had a dream,' ajiswered the Cap* 
tain : ' I dreamt that an oJd fellow was turned out 
of my cabin for being a beggar.' This iast dream 
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wlEus instantly realized ; and the conjaror took tbe 
joke very good-humouredly, though he had to 
walk upon the cold deck instead of sitting by a 
good fire. 

" We bade adieu to the sun on the second of 

* December, and much as you wish to become a 

I bold adventurer, Charles, I cannot help hoping that 

you may never know the melancholy feeling of los- 

. ing sight^of that noble luminary altogether." 

Tom. " I think you have no reason to complain, 
^ uncle ; for you had no illness either among you or 
the Esquimaux. I have not heard you even men- 
tion your doctor's name." 

" Do not, Tom, be in too great a hurry ; I was 
just going to tell you of a cure which I performed 
myself upon a native who came to me with a fit of 
lumbago. He begged I would give him some 
soap, for his wife to wash his back with. This 
was done in my presence, by his good lady, with 
an injunction from me to repeat the washing every 
day till the soap was done. I then held my musi- 
cal snuff-box to his back for a short time, and the 
cure was completed. After many thanks, and the 
offer of his wife's boots, he returned home quite 
well. 

" You may laugh at this story ; but, simple as 
it was, the natives are not utterly devoid of dis- 
crimination. Toulemak one day gave me a very 
striking lesson. He came into my cabin, he slept 
with me, and he made a point of eating of every 
thing which I eat, and of doing whatever I did. 
20 
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During the visit he said to me, * When you gire 
me any thing, I eat, and I say very good : when 
the Kabloona come to see us they turn up their 
noses, and when we ask them to eat, they say 
" very bad." ' Now pray, my little niece, to whom 
would you give the prize of good manners ?" 

Louisa. "Your question puzzles me, uncle; 
for though I think you might have avoided turning 
up your nose, or saying any thing to offend, yet I 
cannot think you could very well have sat down 
and partaken of their horrible messes." 

" Habit, however, I believe, Louisa, makes our 
food nearly as repugnant to them, although it cer- 
tainly cannot be quite so disgusting. 

" However, I determined, if possible, to profit 
by the lesson, and I soon after paid Toulemak a 
visit, with the intention of staying all night, to see 
something more of his incantations. 

"My politeness was now put to the proof; I 
found the family at a sociable meal, over a full and 
smoking pot of seal's flesh, and I sat down with 
them, and eat like one of them. I next was called 
upon to partake of a frozen slice of raw walrus. 
I even forced myself to eat of this, and received in 
turn the thanks and praises of the family, particu- 
larly as they all declared that they knew the Ka- 
bloona were not fond of raw meat. Toulemak my 
host, was so pleased, that he promised me a visit 
from Toonga as a reward. I have before de- 
scribed to you the ceremony of calling up this 
spirit, and it was done in the same manner this 
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time. When this was over, I had a new seal's skin 
spread for my bed, and in the midst of the family, 
who were arranged in ft similar manner about the 
floor, I laid myself down to rest. 

"Our breakfast lasted at least four hours, the 
hut being constantly filled by fresh comers, among 
whom was my old friend Kettle. Toulemak im- 
mediately addressed him by the name of thief, 
when to my great amusement, the old fellow sat 
down, and gave a most humourous account of his 
robbing *Pari,' as he called Captain Parry, at 
which the whole party laughed immoderately. 
Thus ended my visits to the huts, and as if the na- 
tives had made a resolution of behaving well to me, 
it was the only time that I remember visiting them 
when the word * Pilletay,' (give me) was not re. 
peatedly uttered. 

" Our second Christmas day arrived, and found 
us all in good spirits, and able to enjoy some ex- 
cellent old English roast beef, which had been 
hanging a year and a half, and would have kept 
still longer. This second year, however, tried the 
best men among us : and those who had suffered 
but little the first were forced to confess themselves 
weaker in this. I, among the number, was obliged 
to add considerably to my clothing, and we all suf- 
fered much from cold feet. 

" About this time I heard some curious anec- 
dotes of bears from a very intelligent Esquimaux 
named Ooyarra. To hunt and watch them used 
to be a favourite amusement of his, when young; 
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and he boasted of having killed five in his life, 
time. 

"Two walruses and their cubs were one daj 
lying asleep on a piece of broken ice, when a bear 
was seen to swim slily up. He crept gently to the 
top of some lumps of ice, behind the walruses, and 
loosening a block with his nose and paws, he rolled 
it, till it- fell upon one of the old ones which ii 
killed. The other walrus and its cub rolled into 
the water, and the bear then descended and feasted 
very leisurely upon the dead walrus and its poor 
cub, which had no power of escaping, after the 
death of its parent 

" The bear has recourse to stratagems almost aa 
singular in catching the ooghiok, which is a species 
of the large seal, which, being of a timid nature, 
always lie close to the edge of a piece of ice, in or- 
der that they may, by one roll, get into the sea, in 
which they are safe from the persecutions of their 
enemy. They are restless creatures, sleeping in 
short naps, and rolling their head from side to side, 
something like your little brother Charles, when he 
gets himself to sleep. And they do as many other 
wild animals do, turn the way from which the wind 
blows, fancying that there is an enemy coming from 
that quarter. The bear, when he spies one of 
these animals, swims up to bim in an opposite di- 
rection to the wind. He goes, in short dives, and 
contrive^ his last dive so that he pops out of the 
water just close to the seal, which, poor thing, sees 
him coming, and has no means of escape left. If 
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it rolls into the water, it falls into its enemy's 
clutclies; and if it lies still, the bear makes a 
spring, and fastens his destructive jaws upon him. 

"My attention was now much occupied with 
visiting the hut of Takkalikkita, whose wife and 
child were dangerously ill. The cold and damp 
situation in which we found them, induced Captain 
Lyon to take them into his cabin, where the poor 
woman died. The first care of poor Takkalikkita, 
after the death of his wife, was to dress the corpse 
exactly the same as if she had been living ; it then 
was sewed up in a hammock, with the face left 
open, by the husband's desire. The poor man was 
greatly relieved when we told him the body should 
be taken to the grave in a sledge drawn by men, 
instead of dogs ; for he related, to our great hor- 
ror, an instance in which the dogs had actually 
eaten a part of the dead body, while they were 
taking it to its place of interment. The dogs were 
carefully tied up, and I went with the party on 
shore, where a grave about a foot deep was dug. 
The body was placed on its back in this grave, and 
the husband cut the stitches which had fastened the 
hammock : and though he did not throw it open, 
he made us understand that he wished it to be left 
unconfined. We then covered the body up, and 
left it. Takkalikkita staid behind to address a 
few words to his departed wife, and then fol- 
lowed us." 

Louisa. " And what became of the poor baby, 
uncle ?" 

20* 
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" Ah, poor little thing, I must tell you that the 
father had appeared to us, as far as we could under- 
stand him, to wish that the child should be buried 
alive aside of its mother ; and, I believe, horrible 
as this seems, that many of these northern people 
fancy that an unweaned child cannot live many 
days after the death of its mother, and, therefore, 
that it is kinder, by burying it alive, to save it 
from the few days of suffering that it might linger 
through. 

" When we returned from the burial, we found 
that the elder daughter, Shegar, had been nursing 
the poor little baby, her sister, and had marked 
upon her forehead a spot of soot, as a sign the 
child must die. The father seemed convinced of 
this, too, and I had much diflSculty to persuade 
him to let me attempt to feed the child with some 
soup." 

Louisa. " And did it live, uncle ?" 

"You shall hear, Louisa. After much persua- 
sion, Takkalikkita left me to do what I liked with 
the baby, saying, that I might take it home to my 
own country, for if it lived or if it died, he should 
never consider it his own child any longer. His 
affection for it, however, was strong, for, in the 
middle of the night, I was disturbed by loud sighs ; 
and, looking up, I saw the poor fellow standing 
mournfully gazing upon his poor child. I got up 
and entreated him to be composed, and lie down. 
He did so ; and, when I returned to look at the 
child, I found that he was dead, and that the poor 
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fether had perceived it. Takkalikkita then told 
me that the child had seen its mother, who had 
beckoned for it to come to heaven, and that he 
was not surprised the child had died, for that in- 
fants never survive their mothers, and that Sheera's 
black spot had made its death certain. 

" The poor little babe we buried in the snow ; 
and I went with Takkalikkita a day or two after 
to visit the grave of his wife. I observed him look 
carefully all around in the snow ; and, seeing no 
foot-marks, he muttered to himself * no wolves — 
no foxes. — Thank you — thank you.' Then he 
began to talk to his wife, and told her which way 
the wind blew. Then be began a kind of song; 
and, then, suddenly breaking off, he said * takba,' 
which means * enough,' and walked away as fast as 
' he could. 

"This inoffensive quiet family was now sent 
back to their hut with many presents, and not till 
they had gained our esteem by their gentleness. 
Before I have done with my friend Takkalikkita, 
I must, however, tell you, that although he married 
two more wives before the end of the month, he 
continued to visit daily the grave of his first wife. 

" There was much sickness in the huts, and 
many of the natives had died since we had been 
there ; and so carelessly do the Esquimaux bury 
the dead, that the body of another man had been 
almost entirely eaten by the dogs. 

" A widow named Kagha was so dreadfully ill 
and miserable, that she, too, was removed to the 
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Hecla's cabin to be nursed; but her ill-temper 
gave us all a dislike to her : she never spoke but to 
complain that as many presents had not been given 
to her as to the other invalids. As long as she 
was ill, great attention and care was shown her, 
and when a little better, she was removed to the 
hut of a relation of her own, who promised to take 
care of her; and, though we clothed her with 
blankets and a new suit of clothes, she kept grum- 
bling on to the last, and seemed determined that 
we should never have a better opinion of her. 

"But, attending to the sick, nursing them, or 
comforting them, is not among the good qualities 
of the Esquimaux ; and Kagha, though surrounded 
by relations, wUs soon again reduced to such a 
state of misery and filth, that Captain Parry had 
her removed to the hospital. Her friends had left 
her all alone, shut up in a small snow-hut One 
wick of her lamp was burning, and her hair was 
frozen to the bed-place in a quantity of blood 
which she had spit up. All attempts to recover 
her were useless, and she died soon after her re- 
moval. She was actually starved to death, although 
she had a number of relations near her, whom we 
discovered had never been to her, or supplied her 
with any kind of food since she had left the ships. 
This fact, although true, is almost too shocking to 
believe — ^it showed utter selfishness and insen- 
sibility to each other's sufferings in these Esqui- 
maux. The body of Kagha was not removed from 
the ship for two days, but not a creature made the 
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slightest inquiry about her, or seemed to care or 
koo^ when die was buried*" 

Tom. "I should imagine, uncle, that the ill- 
temper of this woman had prevented them caring 
about her." 

" It might possibly increase their insensibility ; 
but it was not the cause of it, as I have seen a va- 
riety of instances of it, some of which I have not 
mentioned to you. 

" Having heard of a village about twenty miles 
off^ I drove over to visit it, and found a party of 
twenty^eight Esquimaux living in six small snow 
huts. Plenty reigned here ; and one young man 
had made himself so ill with eating, that I took out 
my knife and bled him, ordering at the same time 
his mother not to let him taste any meat for many 
days, and to let him have nothing but soup. The 
youth looked very surly, and seemed to consider 
me as his murderer. 

" My reception at the most miserable of the huts 
was truly hospitable, and compensated for the un- 
comfortableness of the place, whose snowy roof 
kept dripping down upon us. As for food, they 
would have stuffed me if I had been inclined ; and 
I in return took the baby, who was covered by a 
fox-skin, sewed up like a jacket, and singing all 
manner of baby songs, quite won the hearts of its 
parents. I slept in this small hut, with the lamp 
close to my nose, and a young seal for my pillow. 

" It was with delight we perceived our second 
spring returning, but it did not find us all in such 
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good health as the former one. Mr. Elder, the 
Hecla's mate, who was making this voyage for a 
third time, died of the dropsy after a few days' 
confinement It was with difi&culty we could dig 
him a grave, as the earth was still so hard as to 
resist the stroke of our pick-axes. The funeral 
service was read over his grave, and two volleys 
fired. 

" And now a general breaking-up was about to 
take place. The ice was thawing ; the Esquimaux 
were driven out of their snow-huts, which were 
quickly disappearing from the fiice of the earth ; 
the scenes of so much merriment, so much feast- 
ing, and latterly of so much illness, were now 
nearly levelled with the ground, without leaving a 
trace behind. 

"In this general movement, our plans for the 
future were to be determined upon; and, as we 
had had plenty of time to talk them over during 
the winter months, this did not take long. 

" It was found impossible for both ships to pro- 
ceed on the voyage of discovery, as the provisions 
would not hold out for another winter. It was 
decided, therefore, that the Hecla should return 
home as soon as the ice permitted, and that the 
Fury should continue sailing northward. Captain 
Parry bravely resolving, that, as long as he could 
he would continue his search for this much-wished- 
for western passage. 

" Before the ice broke up then, we had much to 
do ; our two fine teams of dogs and our sledges' 
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^ected the removal of all the Hecla's stores to the 
Fury. These fine animals would drag an amaz- 
ingly heavy load at the rate of a yard a minute 
from one. ship to the other ; even the heavy an- 
chors were conveyed in this manner. 

" A stray Esquimaux or two occasionally visited 
the ships till we left the place ; and, one widow 
whose name will amuse you, if you can make it 
out, Ang-ma-loo-too-ing-a, walked fifteen miles to 
see us. She was very pretty, and quite conscious 
of it. As I sat at my table reading, and seeming to 
take no notice of her, I saw her go to the glass, 
look in it, and put her head and face in pretty atti- 
tudes, and smile to show her teeth, which she 
rubbed with a piece of paper. She appeared quite 
charmed with her fine black eyes, and at last could 
refi'ain no longer; but, coming up to me, said, 
* Oh ! how pretty my eyes are.' 

"Another man, with his wife, came to see us. 
This man had received many presents, and, among 
others, about six shirts, which he wore all at once, 
the cleanest at the top. He was a well-made tall 
fellow, and some of us gave him a suit of English 
clothes, in which he strutted about quite proud. 
His wife, too, made him a green baize great-coat, 
with a white collar and cuffs, so that he thought 
himself a *Kabloona' complete. He was an in- 
telligent man, and told me many things which I 
had not heard before, and some of which I 
would willingly have disbelieved, had not they 
been confirmed afterwards by Toulemak. 
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''Some years ago, he told me that there had 
been a grievous famine, and that one band (^ Ss' 
quimaux had attacked another, and, horrid to tell, 
eaten the dead bodies of their enemies. 

" He told me, likewise, in some of the tribes of 
Esquimaux, murders are not uncommon, but that 
a man is neyer killed unless he is alone and asleep* I 

His relations never revenge his death immediately, ^ 

but wait for some opportunity, which it is difficult 
to find, for the murderer never lies down to sleep 
when others do, but he wandew about in the night, 
and sleeps in the day when aU his neighbours are j 

about, and he is therefore in no danger. j 

^^ Toulemak and his wi& came to take leave of 1 

me, but, as 1 found they began to beg for presents, 1 

I gave them nothing, which made them very angry, I 

especially when they saw me load others who came 
at the same time, but did not beg. Toulemak^ I 

however, politely desired me to give his compli- i 

ments to the Englishman's conjuror (meaning the 
king,) and I was directed to deliver this polite 
message to him : ' Toulemak speaks King George 
the Fourth welly well, I taank you.' i 

" Having taken leave of these amusing people, I j 

shall cut short my narrative, which I fear has al- j 

ready been rather tedious. I 

" We made various excursions up the country, j 

but saw nothing very new; but, notwithstanding 
our daily hopes of getting free firom the ice, and 
leaving Igloolik, we were actually detained on the 
same spot till the middle of August, having been | 

there nearly eleven months. , 
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" This long detention caused a considerable al- 
teration in our plans. The health of our crew was 
not as it had been at the beginning of the spring ; 
and, Captain Parry felt so sure that he should risk 
the lives of many of his men by continuing his 
voyage and spending another winter in the Arctio 
regions, that he resolved that the Fury should re- 
turn as well as the Hecla, as soon as either could 
be released. 

^* The happy day at length arrived. We broke 
through the ice, and sailed again in open sea, and 
took a final leave of the island of Igloolik, which 
though an insignificant looking island^ is an im- 
portant Esquimaux establishment, having no less 
than four villages upon it. '^ 

"After a dangerous and troublesome voyage 
through the ice, we reached the eoast of Winter 
Island, our old station, and some of xzs went in 
boats to visit the shore. The graves of our mesa- 
mates remained undi8turi:>ed ; and, radishes, mus* 
tard and cress, and onions, had survived the winter, 
sheltered by a warm covering of snow. It is re- 
markable, too, that we again saw the Aurora 
Borealis at Winter Island, which we had scarcely 
had a glimpse of, all the time we had been at Ig- 
loolik. 

" We again set sail on the 1st of September, 
the ice and fog preventing our proceeding rapidly. 
It was about this time that we had the misfortune to 
lose another of our companions, and he was deeply 
regretted. You remember the name of Mr. Fife, 
21 L 
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who was one of our party in the jBrst voyage. He 
had been long ill of the scurvy, was a stout man, 
and had got very fat during the winter, and had 
used but little exercise. He had a dislike, too, 
to acids, which are a very necessary antidote to the 
scurvy. 

" Our ships were now in very great danger, hav- 
ing never encountered more terrific ice-bergs, and 
we were in hourly expectation of some great dis- 
aster to the ships. We, providentially, escaped, 
however, and afterwards had a very speedy voy- 
age till we got to the Shetland Isles. 

" We landed at Lerwick, and an old sailor like 
myself has seldom experienced such feelings as at 
that moment, when, after an absence of two years 
and a half, I once more set foot upon British ground, 
among my own countrymen, and heard all that 
had happened to our country during that time. 

" The inhabitants of Lerwick flocked out to meet 
us clothed in their best dresses, and we landed 
amidst their cheers. The town was illuminated at 
night, and a number of tar barrels burnt in every 
street. Every inhabitant was ready with his com- 
pliments, and every door was hospitably opened 
for our reception. 

" On Sunday, we all attended church, and the 
venerable Mr. Menzies gave thanks for our safe 
return in a most beautiful prayer, which drew tears 
from the eyes of every one there, who seemed 
rather as if they were rejoicing for the return of 
beloved relations, than for that of mere strangers." 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Momns OF CAPTAIN oochbane's JoxTRmnr to Siberia, leaves 

ENGLANIX WALKS THROUGH FftANOB AND GERMANY. VISITS 
PARIS, NANOT, METZ, FRANKFORT. ESAOHES ST. PETERSBURG. 
LEAVES IT. REFLECTIONS. ROBBERS. NOVGOROD. MOSCOW. 
PEASANTRY. GETS A DRUBBING. ENTERS TARTARY. KAZAN. ST. 

Peter's and st. faul's. inhabitants of perm, reflections 
on reaching siberia. last european residence. strawber- 
ries, enters asia. crosses the ural& reaches ekatherinb- 

BOURG. HOSPITALITY. GOLD MINES. TOBOLSK. TARTAR WOMEN. 
DWELLINGS. IRTISH. KALMUCKS. CUCUMBERS AND MELONS. 
CROSSES THE IRTISH. BEAUTIFUL SCENERY. RU8SLAN BOUNDARY. 
NOT ALLOWED TO ENTER CHINA. SILVER MINES AT BARNAOULE. 
OFFER OF ACCOMPANYING EXPEDITION. TOMSK. OOflSAOK MODE 
OF CORRECTION. ARRIVES AT IRKUTSK. 

** ^URELY, uncle, this is the age of adventure," 
said Tom one morning, as he entered with a 
book under his arm, "and I think you will agree 
with me when I tell you that I have met with some 
adventures, still more wonderful than yours." 

" Well, Tom, let us hear what it is, for in re- 
turn for my long stories, I shall be very glad to be 
amused with some fresh adventures, provided they 
are, like my own, true." 

Tom. " What do you think, uncle, of a man 
travelling from England, through Russia, across the 
wilds of Siberia to Kamschatka, the very remotest 
extreme of Asia, and almost entirely on foot, and 
with very little money ?" 
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Uncle Richard. " It sounds very wonderftil, 
and wild ; what can have been the motive for so 
extraordinary an enterprise, Tom ?" 

Tom. " My hero was Captain Cochrane, an offi- 
cer in the British Navy. He had been a great 
traveller before, having made a pedestrian tour 
through France, Spain, and Poi*tugal, and served 
in the West Indies for ten years. This gave him, 
I suppose, a love of travelling, for he offered his 
services to government to explore the interior of 
Africa, in search of the source of the River Niger. 
For some reason or other, it seems this offer was 
rejected, and he was so bent upon enterprize, that 
he obtained leave of absence for two years, and 
determined to travel absolutely round the globe, 
traversing Europe in the first place, then Asia, and 
crossing over by Behring's Straits to proceed 
through America homewards* And this nice little 
journey, unde, he resolved to undertake on foot. 
Now what do you think of the scheme ?" 

Unclb Rkjhard. " I think, Tom, it was as glo- 
rious a one as Charles, in his most boastful mood, 
would be anxious to undertake. I conclude, how- 
ever, that he gave up a part of it, for if he had 
crossed over to America, and traversed its wilds, I 
doubt whether he would have lived to have told the 
tale; but, at all events, Tom, if he performed half 
of what he intended to do, I shall think him a bold 
and adventurous fellow, 

" I should like to hear more of him, but his books 
there under your arm, look formidable to a sailor 
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like me, who am better pleased when talking than 
when reading; so, suppose Tom, you undertake 
to tell me all you think worth remembering of his 
adventures, and I will promise to be a patient lis- 
tener, as well as Charles here, restless fellow as 
be is:" 

Tom's vanity was not a little gratified at being 
thought capable of affording amusement to his un- 
cle, and therefore when evening came, it was with 
modest pride that he spread out his maps and be- 
gan his narration. 

" With the determination to trace the shores of 
the Polar sea by land, along the coast of North 
America, while Captain Parry, and you, uncle, 
were attempting to do it by sea. Captain Cochrane 
left England in the year 1820. He filled his knap- 
sack with every thing that he considered requisite, 
added to a few papers and documents ; and with 
this humble equipment, he prepared to visit the un- 
known wilds of Asia and America. 

"After crossing the channel, he landed at 
Dieppe, and pursued his walk through France, 
passing through Paris, Nantz, and Metz. Enter- 
ing Germany, he passed through Frankfort and 
Leipsic, and was not very much delighted with 
either of these two cities. 

" He left Germany without regret, and entered 
Prussia, where the good roads enabled him to pro- 
ceed more rapidly. After visiting Berlin, he pro- 
ceeded through Dantzic, Konigsberg, and Narva, 
and reached St Petersburg at the end of April, 
21* 
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not having been quite three months in performing 
a journey of 1600' miles." 

TJncle Richard. " That is nearly at the rate of 
twenty miles a day, which, for so long a continu- 
ance^ was a tolerable performance, and I must own 
excites my curiosity to hear more of this brave 
Captain." 

Tom. " Captain Cochrane stayed a short time at 
St. Petersburg, and obtained from the Emperor 
Alexander several documents which might be ne- 
cessary for his safety in travelling through his do- 
. minions, and particularly in Siberia, which is so re- 
mote from the' seat of government. With his knap- 
sack re-filled by the kindness of the English resi- 
dents at St Petersburg, he once more quitted a 
home, and he could not avoid, as he gave a last 
look at the city, reflecting with grief that he was 
about to quit the habitations of civilized man, and 
enter upon the abode of wild beasts or savages. 

"He silently reflected upon the best line of 
conduct to adopt, and resolved to respect the feel- 
iugs of mankind wherever he should be, to trust 
for his safety to their humanity, rather than to his 
own strength, and to be humble-minded and Jowly. 

" His good resolutions were soon tried, for he had 
not proceeded far before he was attacked by rob- 
bers, one of whom dragged him into a wood by his 
collar, and the other pushed him on with the point 
of his bayonet. There they stripped him, and tied 
him to a tree, and after insisting upon his eating 
some black breod^ aud drinkitig a glass of rum^ 
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quietly took possession of all his clothes, together 
with the contents of his knapsack. They then 
made ofl^ and a boy passing soon after, released the 
Captain from his captivity, \rho, almost naked, 
flung his empty knapsack over his back, and went 
on in this manner, till he was a hundred miles be- 
yond St Petersburg. 

" At Novgorod the Q-oVernor supplied him with 
clothes, and promised to find out the robbers, and 
have them punished. * I shall be in Siberia before 
then,' said the Captain. 

" From Novgorod to Moscow, his journey was 
very agreeable, the peasantry, though in a servile 
and wretched state, were hospitable, and provisions 
were cheap. 

" He stayed but a short time to admire this won- 
derful city, and with another fit of low spirits, he 
took leave of his friends there, and again set forth 
upon his pilgrimage. He reached Nishney Nov- 
gorod, which is a kind of Birmingham to Bussia, 
and with a new pair of English shoes^hich were 
given him, and a fresh supply of provisions, he 
embarked upon the famous river Volga, in a small 
vessel bound to Kazan. The Volga is a magnifi- 
cent stream, and the number of vessels of different 
sizes and shapes made the scene very picturesque. 
A lofty chain of mountains on one side occasionally 
gave it an air of grandeur, but on the whole it was 
not very interesting, and our traveller would wil- 
lingly have gone on shore again, but a large bag of 
money which he had to carry prevented him." 
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Uncle Richari>. ** Money, Tom, 1 thongbt 
you were ?elating tbe adrentures of a poor tra* 
veller?" 

" I inteixled to sarpriae you, UDcley for to tell 
you the truth, it was cc^per money, and the whole 
value did not amount to a guinea. He was not 
rich enough to leave it behind, but be spent some 
of it in laying in a fresh stock of provisions accord- 
ing to bis agreement with tbe master of tbe vessel. 
Flour, boiled and mixed with water and oil, and 
black bread was what he provided, and a very 
small sum of m<niey purchased his store. 

"They soon entered the extensive and rich 
province of Kazan, tbrough which the Boble Volga 
runs. The manufactories of soap made from the 
fat of Astracan seals, and tbe gold and silver em* 
broidery of boots, shoes^ and bonnets, employ num- 
bers of people. 

" The city of Kazan is a very large one, and con- 
tains a very handsome church, called *St. Paul 
and St. Peter.' which was built by a private gen- 
tleman in hdSRour of the Czar Peter, who had once 
favoured his house by making it his resting place 
for a night. 

" He stayed a very short time in Kazan, and 
proceeded through Perm and Kongonr till he ap- 
proached the borders of Siberia. He could not 
avoid contemplating with some uneasiness his en- 
trance into a country which he had heard of only 
as a scene of cruelty and misery. He proceeded 
however, and gently ascended the Ural mountains 
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whicli fbtm the boundary between Europe afid 
Asia. He had a cold walk when he approached 
the summit, and kt the last European statioii he 
dined, and took his leave of his own quarter of 
the globe. While yet standing as it were between 
Europe and Asia, a group of little children pre- 
sented him with some wild strawberries and cream ; 
this is the custom of th6 country^ and the straw- 
berries are remarkably fine flavoured. 

"He passed these majestic barriers, the astsent 
tod descent of which was so gradual as to be al- 
most imperceptible, and he slept in Asia that day, 
and reached Ekatherinebourg the next. 

" On entering Asia, Captain Cochrane recHarked 
that the cottagers were all cleaner and more civi- 
lized than on the European side of the Urals. 
Whatever village he came to, they always set be- 
fore him streshee, which is cabbage-soup, and bread 
and milk, nor could he, ever prevail upon them to 
let him pay any thing. A pipe of tobacco, or a 
glass of bodka or whiskey, was all ha^ould prevail 
upon them to accept in return, ana therefore he 
consigned his purse, which was getting rather 
empty, to his knapsack, and gave himself no farther 
trouble about paying for his fare. 

" Another thing he remarked, that after he quit- 
ted Europe, he saw no more oak trees, whick 
never grow in Asia ; mice, too, are said to die as 
soon as removed over the Ural mountains; ^hilo 
the sable is an animal never met with out of Asia. 

^' One of the cottagers nndertook to teslch him 
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a little more of the Russian tongue. He knew 
that *'kchowskf/ was the Russian word for ^wellf 
but be did not know that ^kehudo' meant *^&irf/ so 
bis host, to teach him, gave him a slap upon one 
cheek while he repeated the word kehorodoo, and 
a kiss CO the other, saying, at the same time. 

Uncle Rich abi>. " This was a very impressive 
mode of teaching ; I should imagine your traveller 
would not easily forget those twa words, at least'' 

" At Ekatherinebourg, Captain Cochrane visited 
the gold mine, down which he was let in a basket 
to the depth of one hundred and sixty feet. It is 
worked by peasants belonging to the Emperor of 
Russia; and the tedious process may be imagined, 
when I tell you, that four thousand pounds weight 
of earth seldom produce one guinea's worth of 
fine gold* The produce c^ the mine is carried to 
the river, a part of which is dammed up to form a 
kind of lake, where it is washed, and the gold 
separated fi^om the earth. A smelting furnace is 
close at hanT There are likewise large iron and 
copper foundries in the neighbourhood of the city. 

"Quitting Ekatherinebourg, my traveller was 
pleased at the thoughts of having entered Siberia, 
and directed his course to Tobolsk. He frequently 
walked five and thirty miles a-day at the expense 
of his feet, which got terribly blistered. At a lit- 
tle Tartar village on his road, he was r^aled with 
pork, eggs, and bread, and partook of it fi^e of ex- 
pense d la TaricKrej first shakisfg hands with the 
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host, who gave him the blessing of * Peace be with 
you,' and then squatted down on the floor in the 
8ame manner as the rest. 

"Thus hospitably regaled, he walked along 
sleeping in the open air, as he had accustomed 
himself to do^in Spain when wandering along in 
company with the merry muleteers. 

"The rains, however, came on heavily, and 
dripping with wet, and half famished, he reached 
Tobolsk, the capital of Western Siberia, He was 
received there, as he had been at every Russian 
station, most kindly by the family of the governor, 
and spent a short time most happily at this Russian 
prison, as it is generally called. It seems, however, 
that criminals and, malefactors banished from Rus- 
sia, are sent farther into the interior of Siberia, and 
political offenders only are allowed to remain in 
Tobolsk. Even in this remote region, however, 
he was gratified by seeing the good effects of the 
Emperor Alexander's visit to England, for Lancas- 
trian schools have since been established in Tobolsk 
and other parts of Siberia by his orders, and nearly 
one thousand boys are taught in them, and have 
made great progress already." 

Charles. "What an immense place this Si- 
beria is, Tom ! I wonder whether it always be- 
longed to Russia ?" 

"Oh, no; I can give you some little account 
of its conquest, which took place about the latter 
end of the seventeenth century. It was Yermak, a 
kind of captain of banditti among the Don Cossacks, 
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that both discavered, and, in fact, conquered Sibe- 
ria. He was banished his country, and taking his 
little band of Cossacks, he went far to the north, 
and settled on the banks of the river Kama, near a 
&ctory which a Bussian merchant had established 
for the sake of bartering with the Siberians. Every 
summer he made incursions to attack the Siberians, 
and in winter he built himself a ^repos^, or wooden 
fortress. Accustomed to hardships they penetrated 
farther and £sa*ther every year, till at last, with five 
hundred men, he laid siege to Sibei, the capital, and 
entered it in triumph. 

"Finding, however, that his forces were not 
sufficient to keep it, he sent a trusty friend to St. 
Petersburg to offer his conque^ and services to the 
Czar, who gladly pardoned himself and followers, 
and sent them handsome presents. 

" Yermak again boldly sallied forth with three 
hundred Cossacks in search of new conquests ; but 
the news that the Khan of Tartary was on his road 
to attack, ^bei, made him turn back. 

" He reached a canal he had cut for the defence 
of the place, where the whole party, overcome with 
fetigue, lay down to sleep. In this situation they 
were surprised by the Khan, who had followed and 
watched them, and after a scene of tumult, were all 
slaughtered, except Yermak and one man. Yer- 
mak hastened to the river, attempted to jump into 
a boat, but fell into the water and was drowned. 
The Khan of course took possession of Sibei again, 
but it was not long before the Bussians renewed 
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tlie warfare, and took possession <^ the whole of 
Siberia, Kanischatka excepted, which was not con- 
quered till the eighteenth century, 

^Thus the empire of Russia, in the space of 
one century, extended its dominions from Europe 
to the Eastern Ocean, and from the Frozen Ocean 
to the Conines of China; colonies, towns, and set- 
dements were established, and I am shocked to say, 
those Tartars who would not submit to the Russian 
' yoke, were barbarously put to death," 

Charles. "Thank you, Tom; I feel a little 
more at home in this vast wild, although I do not 
envy Captain Cochrane his journey, through which 
he, surely, cannot attempt to go on foot?" 

"At Tobolsk he was furnished with a leather 
water-proof knapsack, and a Cossack to attend him, 
and likewise an order for horses if necessary. 
With his attendant, therefore, he once more set 
forth, and soon came to a monastery, from which 
hundreds of people were flocking who had been 
paying their annual visit to the virgin, their saint, 
who had been there in person to receive her rents. 

" After ferrying over the river Irtish, he passed 
through a number of Tartar villages, the inhabi- 
tants of whom were of the Bashkire race. The 
houses were clean, the people civil, and he fed 
upon cakes and milk. The Tartar women wear 
nothing but a plain white shift with a ribbon round 
the waist. This, and a handkerchief on their head, 
is their only dress. The hair of the young girls 
hangs down their back in a plait, which sometimes 
22 
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18 brought under the left arm and &stened to tbe 
belt of the shift. This is the summer-dress ; but 
the simple style is laid aside in winter, and a much 
gayer one adopted. 

'^The Tartar cottages have white plastered 
chimneya One part of the floor within is raised 
above ^e other, and serves for bed and storeroom. 
They have neither chairs nor stoola, but abundaooe 
of pillows for their beds, with which they form a 
seat for strangers. Earthenware tea-things and 
utensils form the only ornamental furniture of these 
cottages, which have always, however, the useful 
addition of a vegetable garden attached to them. 
The women never eat till the men have done. 

" The account of the scenery of this part is given 
with great justice in the story of * Elizabeth, or 
the Exiles of Siberia,' but the town of Ishim, so 
much talked of there, is a most miserable place. 

"The loss of his passports and papers, which a 
rogue, for he had got into the land in which pick- 
pockets are banished from Bussia, stole out of bis 
knapsack while he was at dinner, a little damped 
his enjoyment, and he pursued his way to Omsk 
in a melanch6ly mood. Here he applied to tbe 
police, and after some trouble, got his passport 
again ; for the thief, finding that he had got only 
some useless bits of paper instead of money, took 
tbe trouble to send them after him. There is a 
noble military college at Omsk, fpunded by Alex- 
ander, upon the Lancastrian system, in which the 
youths are taught arithmetic, mathematics, algebra, 
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and fortification, and some of the Oriental lan» 
guages. Count Ivanoff is the head of the school, 
which is for the children of soldiers, and he is rather 
like a father to them. There is another school, 
too, for the Cossacks, which is not so well man- 



" The wandering Kirguise live in the neighbour- 
hood of this city. These people are divided into 
three hordes, each of which is governed by a Khan, 
although tributary to Russia. They travel about 
Siberia, from Omsk to the Caspian, and trade in 
the way of barter, exchanging cattle for tobacco 
and spirits. Many of these Tartars are to be seen 
in Omsk, who have been sold when children, by 
their wretched parents, for a glass of spirits, or a 
pound of tobacco. The Kirguise are accused, too^ 
of kidnapping and selling Christians. . In fact, they 
are a kind of gipsy race, living in a place just as 
long as they can find forage for their horses, and in 
winter resorting to the woods for the sake of the 
fuel. Their tents are wretched, an iron kettle and 
wooden spoons being their only furniture. 

"The Calmucks are another vagabond race, 
who live in this neighbourhood, though a distinct 
tribe, and entirely differing from the Kirguise in 
form, feature, and origin. They are not tributary 
to Eussia, but, like the Kirguise, they, too, will 
part with their children, in order to gratify the want 
of the moment. Their flat noses, small eyes, high 
cheeks, and yellow brown complexion, distinguish 
them from every other race. They are dishonesty 
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but good-natured, and, after much discipline, mstke 
good senrantaw These were the two people Cap- 
tain Cocbrane was going to associate whk in his 
next ramble, which be began in good spirits, with 
his Cossack and some horses. He dined on his 
road with two Kirguise Cbiefsy whose appearance 
was very striking. A long blue cloth robe, orna- 
mented with silver embroiderj, and a silver belt^ 
from which was hut^ a dagger, knife, and pipe^ 
and tinder-box. A cotoared shirt, large Tartar 
trowsers and boots, with a handsome fur cap, com- 
pleted his dress, while a Icmg beard and bare neck 
added to Ha peeoliar appearance. They were ex- 
cellent horsemen, being well accoutred, with a long 
whip, which served for the double purpose of whip- 
ping their horses and their cattle* The youth of 
this race are very handsome in general. From 
Omsk to Semipalatinsk the Kirguise territory ex* 
tendsy being bounded to the east by the noble river 
Irtish, which my traveller at length crossed, a little 
below the latter town. I must first, however, tell 
you, that at Semipalatinsk he found another Lan- 
castrian school, of four hundred boys, which is 
very creditable to the Bussian government, which, 
however, would do well to examine the state of the 
police, for the neighbourhood is infested with rob- 
bers to a dreadful degree. A poor pedlar was 
robbed of his horse, besides roubles, to the amount 
dTa hundred pounds, without the slightest chance 
erf recovering it. After crossing the Irtish, he saw 
melons, for the first time^ in that part^ which with 
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gffi6t cucumbers and bread, were the usual food of the 
B^ country people. Ten for a penny was the price 
. ^i at which he bought them, and a penny a hundred 
^ for cucumbers, and five pence for forty pounds of 
jggji bread. Hospitality and abundance united here to 
-p, make him fare well. Every thing' conspired to 
make his journey delightful. The scenery was 
magnificent; hitherto all had been flat, dreary, and 
void : now he had entered a bold and mountainoua 
p J country, partly cultivated, partly overspread with 

^^ forests. It was the month of August Tartar 

peasants tending their flocks were the only living 
objects ; the sun was setting behind the mountains, 
to the west, and the moon gave her light fipom an 
opposite point, and the waters of the distant river, 
J Ulba, gave a murmuring sound. He trotted along, 

enjoying, in solitude, this beautiful scene, till mid- 
night, when he halted at a village, and an easy ride 
next morning brought him to the Bourktarma, 
Here he reached the southern boundary of the vast 
Russian empire, and was again enchanted with tho 
beauties of the sceneTy. The peasants regaled him 
with currants and melons; and at length, in the 
middle of a beautiful moonlight night, he reached 
the last Eussian firontier station, which was occu- 
pied by a single officer and a handful of men. 
This marks the boundaries between the two mighty 
empires of Russia and China. He forded a little 
stream, which in fact was the limit, 'and sat down 
upon a stone. It was near midnight, and the light 
of the moon fell upon the lofty granite mountains, 
2a* 
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which enclosed valleys more loxarianl than any 
in the world ; and adl uniDbabkedy save by wild 



"Our adventuroos. traveller would willingly 
have extended bis pilgrimage into Gbina itsell^ but 
the extreme jealousy of this people^ with regard to 
fitrangersy made him not dare to do so. He re- 
traced bis stepSy therefore } and after a perilous 
passage in his canoe tip the Bourktarma^ entered 
the noble Irtish. This stream, which extends from 
the €x>n£ines of China to the Frozen Sea, might, if 
navigated by steam boats, be most valuable for 
purposes of eommerce, Tbey bad a rapid voyage 
up it, and made ninety miles in ten hours. 

"Leaving the Irtish, Captain Cochrane and a 
Cossack pr©ceeded to the silver mines near Bar- 
naoule, and it wa? a busy scene, carts of all shapes, 
canoes, and coffins even, being employed in carry- 
ing the earth and the are. Five thousand people 
are employed in this manner alone. The thirty- 
two mines at Bamaonte yield an annnal profit of 
twohundrecl thooaand pounds. The silver is work- 
ed and sent in ingots to St. Petersburg. The 
works are carried on night and day ; the workmen, 
about 82,000 in number, are divided into three 
parties, who are constantly at work } for one week 
a party works throtigh the day ; for the next, 
through the night ; and the third week they are 
allowed to wol^k their lands at home. Their wages 
for this hard labour are very trifling; but their 
condition is not bad, because tbey have pleiity of 
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tame to cultivate their ground, on wbich they grow 
corn and vegetables. Most of them have horses, 
which they let out to carry the ore, and which are 
extremely profitable to the owners. 

"The Governor General arrived at Bamaoule 
while Captain Cochrane was there, and he, as well 
as General Speranske the Governor, was very kind 
to oar traveller. The former told him of an ex- 
pedition to the shores of the Frozen Sea, and offer- 
ed him permission to join it, which the Captain 
gladly accepted ; and after obtaining a most valu 
able letter of recommendation to all the heads of 
the government in various parts of Siberia, he set 
forth towards Irkutsk. 

" At Tomsk, which was the first principal town 
he came to, nothing fresh occurred to him, except 
that several of the things which the robbers near 
St. Petersburg had taken from him were restored 
to him. He now passed over immense tracts of 
land, making nothing of a hundred miles, although 
mostly walking. The Tartar villages fcfrm the 
stages, and with some money in his purse, and pro- 
visions cheap, he wanted little. 

" He had a specimen of the manner of getting 
what they want adopted by the Cossacks, for his 
attendant ciot being able to get a horse as soon as 
he wanted it, took the elder of the village, whose 
duty it was to provide him with one, and gave him 
a sound drubbing." 
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" T HAVE now brought you, uncle, together with 
my traveller, as far as Irkutsk, where the recep- 
tion he met with was most gratifying to a wanderer 
like himself, who had already traversed so many 
hundreds of miles and encountered so few of his fel- 
low creatures, scarcely any indeed whose language 
was known to him, or with whom he could hold 
any communication. 

" Parties were made to welcome, and listen to 
his adventures ; and among the many with whom 
he associated during his stay in Irkutsk, none in* 
terested him so much as Mr. and Mrs. Gedestrora, 
who had travelled together across the Frozen Ocean 
for the sake of discovery in the years 1809, 1810, 
and 1811. 
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" From them he gained some useful information 
and advice with regard to his future plans. 

*' At Irkutsk there is a large Lancastrian school, 
and a prison so well conducted that it would 
have met the approbation even of the humane 
Howard I 

" The society consists of the military men, who 
are genteel, and look down upon the other set, the 
merchants, who are, in fact, little better than Jew 
pedlars, and though rich, are perfectly uneducated 
and vulgar. 

" A week's stay was all that this eager adventurer 
allowed himself, and with a fresh Goasack, he bent 
his steps towards Yakutsk. * 

" Alternately walking and paddling in his <^anoe 
down the river Lena, at the rate of more than a 
hundred miles a day, they reached Karenga. His 
hospitable friends at Irkutsk had so loaded him with 
provisions, or, as they call it, bread and saity that he 
needed nothing till he reached this other station, 
where he was again amply supplied." 

TJnole Richard. " Surely, Tom, this beautiful 
trait in the Russian character, this hospitality of 
theirs, deserved some remarks. I have heard it 
said, that a stranger may travel through the Rus- 
sian Empire as long as his conduct is good, and 
want for nothing ; Captain Cochrane seems to have 
been an instance of the truth of this. The remark 
of course can only extend to the uncwHissed parts, 
for where there is much tm veiling, such unbounded 
hospitality would be ruinous." 
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Tom. " Eight days' heavy pulls up the river 
Lena, brought our Captain to Vittim, which is in 
the Tongousian territory, and four more to Jerbat. 
The stages were long, and the river was filling 
with ice. The hardy Tongousian boatmen were 
obliged to strip, and plunging into the water, to 
drag the boat along. The extreme cold of the 
water rendered this a painful and dangerous opera- 
tion, but, rewarded by a mouthful of smoke from a 
pipe or a drop of brandy, they willingly underwent 
it As the villagers were all engaged in fishing, 
they had a difficulty at Jerbat in getting either a 
boat or horsey and they applied to the elder to pro- 
vide' us, showing him an order. He, eyeing the 
traveller all over, said that the order referred to a 
Captain in the Navy, whereas the long beard and 
nankeen coat of our hero showed him to be a Rus- 
sian pedlar. The Cossack would willingly have 
applied his stick to this old fellow, but the Captain 
would not allow him, and determined to throw his 
knapsack once more over his back and walk along 
the coast till he met with some better friend. 

" There is a cave on the shores of Lena, much 
venerated by the natives; the roof is decorated 
with icicles, which, as they hang down resemble 
chandeliers. 

" The Tongousians are likewise wanderers, and 
live in the north west of Siberia, ^hey are divided 
into forest and desert Tongousi. The Forest Ton- 
gousi fish and hunt, the Desert tend their fiocks, 
and wander with them from pasture to pasture. 
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They are idolaters, very few having been converted ; 
but they are honest and hospitable, and patient 
under hardships : they are grateful for kind treat- 
ment, but easily offended, and a blow is an insult 
they never forgive. 

" They are small and delicate, .and would be 
rather pleasing in appearance, if they were not 
teiTibly filthy, as, like our friends the Esquimaux 
they eat * any thing/ Their dress consists of rein- 
deer skin trowsers, with the hair inside, a leather 
waistcoat and jacket, lined and ornamented with 
white fox-skins, and in cold weather a frock over 
all. A few additions, such as a fur cap, large 
gloves, a white fox-skin breast cover, and a com- 
forter round the neck made of the tails of squir- 
rels, finish their attire, added to which, in severe 
weather, they have covers for their forehead, ears, 
nose, and chin. A bear-sfcin bed, a rein-deer 
skin blanket, lined with wolfs far, made in the 
shape of a bag, form their comfortable equipments. 

" Captain Cochrane now took leave of the Ton- 
gousians, and entered the Yakuti district. He 
advanced by rapid stages in his canoe up the Lena, 
and in six days reached Yakutsk, the whole jour- 
ney having been enlivened by the sight of numer- 
ous cheerful-looking villagers. The Governor, 
Captain Minitski, had been many years in the 
English Navy, and received him as a friend, and 
provided him with every thing that seemed needful 
for his ftiture journey. 

" At Yakutsk, the river Lena is in summer four 
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miles, in winter two and a half broad. It is in fact 
a noble river, running from its source near Irkutsk 
a course of three thousand miles, till it empties it- 
self by many mouths into the Frozen Ocean. Ya- 
kutsk is a straggling kind of town, containing how- 
ever, a large population, some of whom are Rus- 
sians, some Yakuti, and some of other tribes. 

"They all pay tribute, not in money but in | 
furs, mostly in sable; a fine black sable from Vit- | 
tim is valued from fifteen to twenty pounds. The 
inhabitants barter the skins of foxes, lynxes, squir- 
rels, wolves, sables, otters, and martins, with the 
traders, in exchange for tea, tobacco, spirits, kettles, 
nankeen, knives, etc. 

" Yakutsk is still more deficient in society than 
Irkutsk. A tea party, as described by Captain 
Cochrane, must certainly be a most stupid as well 
as ludicrous concern: A party of natives, some 
males, some females, visit the house of the chief. 
The ladies migjit be dumb, for they never speak, 
and sit silently cracking a small kind of cedar nut 
which grows abundantly in the neighbourhood. 
Perhaps half a dozen females may be assembled, 
and each eat as many hundred nuts, and leave • 
the house without speaking one single word. They 
sip three or four cups of tea, as long as the copper 
tea-urn has any water in it, but the way in which 
they use their sugar-candy, with which they 
sweeten their tea is truly droll. Every one takes 
a lump out of the basin, and instead of putting it 
into her tea, bites a little bit off with every cup of 



HOSPITALITY OF THB YAKUTI. 265 

tea that she drinks ; so that there is generally a 
part of the lump left, which she carefully puts upon 
her cup when she has turned it down. When the 
party has broken up, these pieces are put back into 
the basin, so that a lady has a chance of finding her 
own bitten piece of sugar the next time she takes 
tea at the house. It is the same with their cakes, 
which they put behind them on their chair, and 
the pieces are collected when they are gone, and 
restored to the basket. 

"The gentlemen all this time drink rum and 
brandy punch. 

" The dinner parties are no less peculiar ; they 
have no chairs, but a long table spread with fish- . 
pies, deers' tongues, roast beef, and wild berries. 
A glass of brandy is handed all round in the first 
plape, which it is the ikshion to refuse twice, and 
accept the third time. 

"In this little remote town, there is great at- 
tention paid to etiquette. The ladies, when they 
visit the Governor's wife, all kiss her hand, while 
she sits like a princess upon a sofe, without taking 
the slightest notice of this mark of respect. 

" Some little time was spent here in preparing a 
travelling dress, suitable to the climate and the sea- 
son Captain Cochrane was about to brave. This 
he thought he had amply done, but he had no idea 
of what he had to encounter. At Yakutsk he had 
gone about in his nankeen dress, and while even 
the natives fancied he must be suffering from cold, 
Ins spirit waff resolute. His active mind prevented 



THE RIVER LENA, 

him from dwelling upon his own personal feelings, 
and kept him ever happy, because ever employed, 

" At length, on the last day of October, he set 
forth on his journey to Nishney Kolymsk, a dis- 
tance of one thousand eight hundred miles, at the 
coldest season of the year, and to the coldest ex- 
treme of Agia. His agitation was great at quitting 
his friends to go alone, ignorant as he was, not only 
of the Eussian language, but of that spoken by 
the Tartar tribes. 

"The ice which covered the Lena, allowed 
him with his Oossack and guide, to travel in a 
sledge upon its surface, but the jolting and the 
cold so annoyed him, that he preferred walking. 
After sheltering for a night at a yourte or hut, he 
continued his route, alternately walking and riding, 
and waa cheered by the attentions of the Yakuti, 
who brought him milk, meat, and clotted cream, 
mixed with wild raspberries. 

"The river Lena he now exchanged for the 
Aldan, which is another large river, which took 
him to a town of the same name. Horses here 
were procured with some difficulty to carry them 
on for one hundred miles into the Kolyma. These 
horses are small, but of a fine breed, and a Ya- 
kut for a wager, will ride one of them a hundred 
and seventy miles in four and twenty hours, in a 
good round trot, which would surprise our sports- 
men at home. 

" Their nights were now passed in the open air, 
in the following manner. The first thing on reUch- 
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iiig a q>ot suitable for shelter, was to unload the 
horses, loosen their saddles^ take (heir bridles off, 
and tie them to a tree. To set the Yakuti to fell 
timber for a fire was the next, while the Captain 
and the Cossack cleared the snow, with wooden 
spades. With branches of the pine they formed a 
seat, which, with the fire in the centre and a 
leathern bag beneath them^ made them comforta- 
ble. The kettle soon boiled, and then their suf- 
ferings were forgotten. But poor Captain Coch- 
rane was worse clad than any of the party, and 
while one side of him was roasting, the other 
would be freezing, on which account he was fre- 
quently obliged to get up and run about to warm 
himself. 

" In ascending the mountains which form a kind 
of barrier between Northern Siberia, Captain Coch- 
rane occasionally took shelter in a charity yourte, 
which is a kind of hut, built by some kind people 
for the accommodation of travellers. In these 
yourtes, a large opening in the roof serves both for 
window and chimney ; the centre of the hut is left 
for the fire-place, and at some little distance round 
are ranged snug little cells for sleeping places. 
The outside is banked up with snow, and the roof 
is covered in with the same. The distance at 
which these yourtes are placed is inconvenient; if 
they were at twelve miles a-part instead of twenty- 
five it would be much better. The country was 
very picturesque, and the vallies between the 
mountains, furnish fine timber. Animation only 



288 A PROlOBIKa OTDLLD. 

ifl wanting, for in a joomey af half the lengA ti 
England, not a single dwelling<*hoiiBe was ttiet 
with. • 

^' After leaving Bto^lass, the wealther became 
dreadfully cold. Parties of Yakuti on horseback 
armed with bows and airows for hunting,' were 
here and there met with, who were always ciyil 
and obliging, and fix>m a Yakut prince they re- 
ceived a bowl of ftozen milk. They soon entered 
the valley of Tartan, and killed a deer, the mar- 
row out of the fore-legs being given to Captain 
Oochrane as the most dainty part. The deer 
weighed about two hundred pounds, but it served 
only for a single meal ; for three (x four Yakuti 
will easily devour that quantity, it being with 
them as with the Esquimaux, always either glut- 
tony OT starvation. 

" Captain Cochrane saw a child not above five 
years old ; the little follow was crawling in search 
of tallow spots which had &llen fit>m a candle ; 
and hearing firom the people about, that this was 
eaten in common with every thing else, he gave 
him three whole candles, which he devoured one 
after the other ; a few pounds of sour frozen butter, 
and a lump of yellow soap, were then eaten up by 
this promising child, and he probably could have 
done more if Captain Cochrane had not desired 
the people not to give him more. 

'^It is no wonder that men can eat so much, 
when they are accustomed to it fix>m their earliest 
in&ncy. A Yakut will eat fert^ poimd0 of meat 
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a-day, however putrid it may be, and he will drink 
off tea or soup in a boiling state." 

Uncle Eiohard. "I might fancy, Tom, that 
you were telling me some of my own tales over 
again, so much do the eating powers of these 
Asiatic, resemble those of my Esquimaux friends." 

Tom. "They are not selfish, however, with 
their greediness, for Captain Cochrane remarked, 
that in Siberia, whoever will share the trouble of 
getting, may be sure of obtaining his part of the 
food ; and he always made a point of joining in 
the occupation of whatever party he met. The 
Siberian fishermen have an ingenious contrivance 
for casting their nets under the ice, by means of 
large holes which they cut at distances, and slide 
their nets from one end to the other. 

" You must now, uncle, follow my traveller over 
terrible roads ; often and often was he obliged to 
help the natives to clear the snow before his horses 
could proceed. Sometimes they were obliged to 
unload, and drag the baggage for many yards. 
When they got off this tedious path, and went 
along the river, they were not much better off; 
for the ice was so slippery, that without first of all 
chopping it up with hatchets, they could not get 
on at all. They tied cloths to the horses' feet, and 
tried every contrivance; but with all this, they 
could only just go by very short steps; and they 
often fell groaning under their burdens, in a man- 
ner most distressing to witness. Captain Cochrane 
had two horses for his own use, and his plan was 
23* 
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to lead 0B6 ovBr a Tough part, and to tie him te a 

tree and return to fetch the other. 

'^Tbifl laborious life lasted three days, and his 
feet pained him so muoh^ that it was most fortunate 
that they oame to an extensive plain, now and 
then meeting with a oharity yourte, in whioh thej 
eould, at leasts rest their weary limbs. 

" A few more dangerous passes over tremendous 
mountains, where not an object met his eye, ex- 
cept a few little crosses, on which the Yakuti, as 
they passed, cast a horse's hidr, in token <^ grati- 
tude for their deliverance, brought him at last to 
Zashiversk, a miserable town on the banks of the 
Indigirka river. The desolate scenery {ax>uiid this 
place can hardly be described. He had travelled 
firom Tabalak to this place, a distance of two hun- 
dred and fifty miles, without meeting a single 
human habitation, and he now reached a town in 
which there were only seven inhabitants I 

<* Two clergymen, two officers, a post-master^ a 
merchant, and widow, form the society of the 
place ; the river supplier them with fish ; but as 
not a blade of grass grew near, and no horses are 
kept within thirty miles, there is difficulty in bring* 
ing hay for the support of two cows. 

" The hospitality of the people was as great as 
their poverty, and Captain Cochrane lived in lux- 
ury on the flesh of hares, wolves, bears, elks, and 
rein-deer ; and, what he considers as the greatest 
treat he ever enjoyed, frozen^raw fish." 

Uncle Eichabd. '' I can bear witness for him 



DJUirOEB FBOM COLD« 271 

there. I hare eaten a whole fish in this state, and 
prefer it to the finest jelly, or oysters. It is cut in 
idices with a sharp knife, from head to tail." 

Tom. " With a bag of these dainties, my travel- 
ler agnn set forth, afi;er taking a grateful leave of 
his hospitable entertainers at Zashiversk. The 
iroBseaat surfaioe of the Indigirka river gave himself 
and his companion almost as much trouble as ever ; 
and as he rode along, exposed to the cold bleak 
north wind, his knees had a feeling of deadness in 
ihem, for which he could not account. An old 
pedlar passed him, and, by signs and words, told 
him that he would lose his legs if his knees were 
not better protected : he oflfered him a pair of his 
own souturee^ or knee-preservers, made of rein- 
deer's legs, which Captain Cochrane gladly ac- 
cepted. The warmth they gave him had a won- 
derful effect in restoring the use of his knees, 
which convinced him of the necessity of taking 
eare of the extremitiea" 

Charles. " This reminds me of your golden 
rule, uncle. * Follow the custom of the natives, in 
whatever climate you are.' " 

Uncle EiCHAitD. " It is but natural to suppose 
that experience must teach those who live in a 
eold elimate, the best mode of adapting themselves 
to it.". 

Tom. " My travellers soon b^gau to suffer from 
snow blindness ; but their own sufferings were for- 
gotten when they reached a habitation, in which 
all the people were starving to death. They had 
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actually resigned themselves to die, and were not 
willing to be disturbed. A little warm tea roused 
them, and they summoned resolution to go with 
the party to the next station, where they obtained 
a supply of fish from peasants almost as poor as 
themselves. 

" They stopped a few days at Sordak, another 
poor Bussian station, and proceeded towards the 
Kolyma. The first yourte they came to was oc- 
cupied by noisy children, growling dogs, and, 
worst of all, a scolding hostess. Poor Captain 
Cochrane unluckily hung his cap and gloves to 
dry upon the pegs which held the images which 
she worshipped, and the woman was very angry 
and furious, till the Cossack, to pacify her, told 
her that he was an English priest, and pointed to 
his long beard to confirm this fib of his. From 
this time he always went by the name of English 
priest . ' 

" He now reached the Kolyma ; and crossing its 
noble stream, entered Sredne Kolymsk and took 
possession of an empty house in the town. About 
one hundred people form the population of the 
place, and th^ are supported by fish from the 
river. The people came and threw themselves 
upon their knees before the supposed priest, for 
his blessing, and brought him presents of sables, 
which he in vain begged them to take back. To 
return a present they consider a great insult. 

" He left his faithful Cossack behind him, and, 
accompanied by a poor fellow, followed the course 
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of the Kolyma. He was now to the north of the 
Arctic Circle, but had not lost the sight of the sun, 
•which was the only thing that cheered his desolate 
path. 

" The horse-track now was at an end, and you 
must fancy my traveller in a kind of vehicle, 
drawn by a team of thirteen dogs. A blanket and 
pillow, besides his bear skin, formed a kind of bed 
inside, which was covered over with a frame of 
oil-cloih. He attem{^d to he down in this bed, 
but felt so dreadfully sufEbcated, that he took his 
knife and cut his way out of it in a great passion, 
and tofisjng the oovering into the snow, he exposed 
his £auce and neck to the air, and thus proceeded. 
He still sujBfered from want of exercise, and at last 
became ao drowsy, that the driver had great diffi- 
culty in rousing him from Hiis dangerous state of 
8tupe&Gtio9i« 

"He waa carried fifty-five miles by the same dogs, 
aad afbfflr a periloiss journey, he reached Nishney 
Kcdymak on the last day of the year. His suffer- 
ings had been great; for notwithstanding the care 
of Mr. Minitsky, he was worse clad than any of 
the poorest guides or attendants; and if it had not 
been for the providential present of the knee-caps, 
nothing could have enabled him to reach the end 
of the journey." 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

UATM THS KOLTMA. BBTDBMS TO BBXDNA. YAEXFtt SOBGDUDL 
TAKUn PBINOB. BETS OUT WTTB KEIN-DKKB. LBAYIBS OMSKON. 
OKOTA WOODS ON IIRB. BXAOHEB OKOTBX. SEASONS FOB RE- 
TURNING TO EUROPK PBOOBEDS TO KAXSOHATKA. IJkW.KELATDrO 
TO SNOW. TOUR THROUGH THS PENINSULA. PURGAS. FINE 
OOUNTRT. YOLQANO. TOION. GENERAL REMARKS. MARBIAGE. 

" Q APTAIN COGHRANE was received at Nish- 
ney Kolymsk by Baron Wrangel, who gave 
him a room In his own hoose ; and he was lucky in 
the time of his arrival, for the next day being new 
year's day, he was overwhelmed with presents. 
First, while he was at breakfast, came two large 
fish about two hundred pounds' weight each ; this 
he was told was for his winter's store, as every one 
had already laid in theirs, and it could not be sup- 
posed that he had brought any with him. Next 
came a leather frock, to be worn while he was in 
the Kolyma. It was trimmed with sable and martin 
fur. Boots, trowsers, shoes, and stockings, were 
added, sufficient for a year's- wear,^ besides which 
was a bear's skin for his bed, a leather blanket 
lined with hare's skin, and gloves sent him by the 
ladies. 

"Baron Wrangel was preparing for his expe- 
dition to ascertain whether the continent of Asia 
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joins the continent of America, as some have sup- 
posed. Captain Cochrane oflfered his services to 
accompany him, but they could not be accepted 
because he was a foreigner, and had not procured 
special permission from the Emperor of Eussia. 

" He spent two happy months, however, in this 
remote corner of the earth, on the very shores of 
the Frozen Ocean." 

Uncle Eichard. " Come, Tom, let us hear how 
he amused himself; I may get some new ideas for 
my next visit to the Arctic regions." 

Tom. " Then I must mention to you, uncle, the 
ice mountains, which is in fact a Eussian amuse- 
ment, a number of feasts, many interesting books 
lent him by Baron Wrangel, and, what interested 
him most, making observations relative to the 
country. 

" Nishney Kolymsk is rather a large town for 
that part of the world, and has four hundred in- 
habitants. The want of grass prevents them from 
feeding more than two cows, and a few horses, who 
feed upon stunted trees, bark, and moss. Cossacks, 
pedlars, and priests, compose the populace; the 
latter are merchants, too, and are more industrious 
in trading than in saying their prayers. In sum- 
mer they float the wood down the Kolyma, build, 
and lay in stores for firing. In autumn and spring, 
they fish, and shoot birds. The women embroider 
all the articles of dress, and assist in fishing. Far- 
ther to the south they mind the cattle. The riches 
of the people consist chiefly in their dogs, of which 
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ihefe aEie aboai eight hundred imt the tovi&. Thej 
take greot oare of them, and for six months m the 
year allow them a plentiftil; supply of fish : aboiii 
ten herrings ea^ dailj ia their portk)a;. and the 
natives must be in a yeify starving otrndkiofi be^ 
fore tiiey will tonch aay of these fish allotted to 
the dogs; 

" The Kolyma is not nearly my prodnctiTe in 
furs as it used to be ; biit foxe% white^ blue, and 
red, are still met with on? the shores of daa Icy 
Sea. 

" There are two very curiousj disordera here, 
the accounts of which have made me laugh waeadi. 
One of them is called Imerachism, and does not 
afifect the health of a person, but makes him do 
rery ludicrous things* An Imeraeh canooi; help 
doing whatever he sees the person doing who- standi^ 
before him. He flies into violent passions^ or fits 
of laughter without any reason. 

" A dog^master who was an Imeraeh, once sa^ 
his team of dogs attacked by a white bear ; he ran 
to their defence, and the bear seeing him come up, 
reared himself upon his hind-legs, and began cry- 
ing and roaring in a great rage. The dog-master 
did just the same ; the bear began to dance about, 
the dog-master followed his example, and the scene 
was most ludicrous, though very dangerous, till the 
other driver came up^ and giving the bear a blow 
upon the nose, secured him." 

Unclb Riohard. ** The nose, Tom, I suppose 
your traveHer tellsyouy is the only vulncacsble pact 
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of the bear wliich can be attacked without fire-- 
arms ; even then the j must be shot through the 
head before they can be secured. 

"Have you any other anecdote, Tom, of this 
curious disorder?" 

Tom. ♦'There were two old ladiea both afflicted 
with this disorder, and they were one erening sit^ 
ting opposite to one another at tea, when a mi* 
chievous person put his hand behind each of their 
backs, and gently bent them forwards. The two 
old ladies instantly exchanged cups and saucers 
with one another, to the great diversion of the 
company. 

" Many people of rank have been banished from 
Bussia to this remote region, and the punishment 
must have been a most severe one— ci:J} off from 
every comfort, as well as from friends and fortune. 

" In the end of February, Baron Wrangel left 
the town, and with his party proceeded up the 
Kolyma, with the intention of tracing the shores 
of the Frozen Ocean as far as the East Cape. 

"Captain Cochrane having made up his mind 
to visit the fair of the Tchuktchi, and^from thence 
to cross over Behring's Strait into North America, 
set ofiF a few days after, accompanied by Mr. Ma- 
tuishkin and a few friends. I think this must be 
considered as almost his first entrance among 
savages.. 

" The fkir took place at the fortress, about one 
hundred and fifly miles from Nishney. It com- 
menced by the Russian commissary baptizing two 
24 
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of the chiefs. These chiefs and their followers 
afterwards came in a kind of procession, dressed 
in their gayest apparel, seated in a narte, drawn 
by two rein-deer, about thirty-five pairs of them. 
After they had paraded a little, the priest baptized 
other men and women, not by sprinkling them 
with water, but obliging them to strip and plunge 
three times into a cauldron of ice- water. The long 
hair of the women .became surrounded by icicles. 
Tobacco was given by way of a present to the new 
converts, who like their reward so well, that they 
have been known to go over and over again to be 
christened. The commissary then declares that 
the fair cannot begin till he has received a tribute 
for the Emperor Alexander, and all the chiefe came 
forward with a red fox-skin. The priest blesses 
them, and the poor people are quite happy, and 
very soon get quite drunk. 

"The commissary then introduced the subject 
of Captain Cochrane's wish to travel through their 
country, by telling them that he was come from 
the Emperor of Kussia to accompany them through 
their dominions as interpreter, understanding that 
two strange ships had arrived off their coast, with 
whom they wished to trade. The chief replied, 
* We want no interpreter, and will take • none.' 
This was rather unpromising. But Captain Coch- 
rane begged that they might be told that it could 
do them no harm to allow him to go with them, 
and it would be better than offending the great 
emperor. Another chief answered, that if the 
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great emperor wished to send interpreters, he 
would doubtless afford to pay for them. 

" In fact they demanded a payment of several 
thousand pounds' weight of tobacco, which you 
know, uncle, our poor traveller was utterly unable 
to give. The chiefs then agreed that he must be 
a poor emperor who would not give such a present 
as that, and that Captain Cochrane must be a piti- 
ful interpreter who could not advance it himself; 
and they added, sagaciously enough, *We doubt 
whether your friend can be an interpreter from 
the Emperor, for he cannot speak the Kussian lan- 
guage; and, if he neither speaks Tchuktchi or 
Russian, of what use can he be to us ?" 

Uncle Richard. " Your traveller was in my 
opinion rightly served, for I am a plain old sailor, 
and never can think deception or falsehood justi- 
fiable on any pretence whatever ; and I am always 
pleased when the plain open truth appears and 
puts them to shame." 

" Thus, foiled in his wish of travelling through 
their country. Captain Cochrane determined to see 
all that he could of this singular people. He visit- 
ed their camp, which was a few miles distant from 
the fortress. It consisted of three large and three 
small tents. The large ones, for the chiefs and 
their families, were horribly dirty ; but the small- 
er ones, for the poorer people, were clean and com- 
fortable. Like the Esquimaux huts, they are 
warmed and lighted by a single lamp, and the fur- 
niture is still more simple. A rein-deer skin, lined 



280 TRAVELLING IN" A NVTITE. 

with white fox's fur, i& their bedj while an axe, a 
wooden bowl, and bl few spoons, are dl they need 
for their simple cookery. 

" Our travelled and his iSompahioh fehtei^ the 
tent of a toion, or chief, who ^th his wife and 
danghtet weird till naked. They received their 
visiters ho^pltablyj however, and Cooked therh 
some rein-deet flesh, while their guests lolled on 
tho rein-deer bed. The "want of air in the tent 
rendered the smell fed unpleasant and suflfocating, 
that their visit was but a short one. The toion 
drove thefti totiie to the forti'ess in a narte, drawn 
by two rein-deter* it was quite a neat concern — 
leathern thongs rier'ved for reins, and he used a 
very pretty kind 6f whip, made of a long elastic 
cane, with ati ivory kiK^b at the end, formed oiit 
of thel tooth of a s^-hdiise.' A thump on the bact 
with this' knob fnade the toimals pace away fii- 
mously. Biit t tjii plesised to say, uncle, that 
these savages are not behind hand with yours iii 
humanity to* their brutes. They never whip either 
their rein-deef or thei^ dogs, without it is abso- 
lutely necessary, kUd treat theni quite as com- 
panions." 

Charles. "Ah, what a good lesson might 
these savages afford to many a civilized English^ 
man. I saiw a poor horse dragging a boat along 
the canal, yesterda,y ; its bones were starting 
through its skin, aiid its leader was fashing iii so 
unmercifully, that Louisa began to cry, and I 
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could scarcely help giving the man a good blow 
with my cane." 

Tom. " I think the feeling of compassion for 
brutes is carried too far, if possible, among these 
Tchuktchi, who even consider it unmanly to ride> 
and walk great distances rather, than fatigue their 
animals. They only allow their women and chil- 
dren to ride when they are going a long journey.'' 

"On returning to the fortress, they found the 
fair going on briskly. It was conducted in the 
following manner: the Tchuktchi had arranged 
themselves in a semi-circle opposite the fortress; 
their little nartes were in front, covered with the 
furs they were going to barter, each native stand- 
ing by his own. The Eussians place their large 
bags of tobacco in the middle of the semi-circle, 
and then walk around examining the furs and 
inquiring their prices by means of interpreters. 
The natives take no trouble about the matter, and 
leave the Eussians to drag their heavy bags about 
for hours, before they will agree to exchange. 
Just before the signal for barter is given, the scene 
is quite amusing. Eussian pedlars, with pots, 
•pans, kettles, knives, spoons, needles and scissors, 
hanging rattling about them in all directions, look 
like May-day sweeps. Cossacks, officers, priests, 
men, women, and children, are all thus oddly 
decked, to which a few of the richer pedlars add 
bells, corals, and pipes. 

" In exchange for these small articles the Eus- 
sians receive rein-deer flesh and sea-horses' teeth. 
24* 
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The Heavy fars of wolves- and- beaT^ ate sold at a^ 
cheap rate, too, because they are troublesome for 
the natives to take back, or elxpensive foi* the Eus- 
sians to transport But tobaceo was l^e article 
they received in exchange fbi? rtieir more valuable 
furs, such as red ahd white and blue foxes, otters, 
and martins, for a few articles of dres^ and for or- 
naments made from sea-horseS' teeth. These, 
however, were not procured frorh their own coun- 
try, but came from the Kargaules, a nation of 
North America, some few of whom were likewise 
at the fair. 

"The price set by the Russians^was one martin 
park, or ftock made of twenty martin skins, and 
fifteen red foxes for" ev€lry hundred weight of to- 
bacco; bat the Tchuktchi were- very Wary in 
making a bargain, and the Russians were obliged 
to lower their price. It is difficult to cheat a 
Tchuktchi, though all manner of ways are tried ; 
sometimes by wetting the tobacco to increase its 
weight. The natives jxetvet buy without trying 
the tobacco by squeezing a leaf as hard as possi- 
ble in their hand. If the leaf leav^ any moisture, 
it is a sign it has been wet ; if it kaeps in the shape 
that it has been squeezed to in the hand, it is reck- 
oned weak ; but if it expands quickly, it is con- 
sidered strong and good tobacco. 

" On the third day of the fair the Russians 
brought their vodka to the market, and the wary 
Tchuktchi produced their most valuable goods — 
the brown and black fox-skins, but they sold them 
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very dear, and took numbers back again with 
them. 

** This, most pitobabiy, was becauise they are not 
able to carry babk with them- more than a certain 
quantity of tobacco, Which is too heavy for their 
rein-deer, whom they are so lin willing to overload, 
that every liative sets' off home with forty or fifly 
pounds of tobacco upon his own back. Their 
journey homewards towards riie Bay of St. Law- 
rence, takes them seventy or ninety days, the dis- 
tance being near five hundred miles.'^ 

Oharles. " S«rely, the same rein-deer cannot 
drag their nartes all that distance?" 

Tom. " No, the rein-deer take them as fer as the 
river Tchaon, where the natives have left their 
own, which they again take possession of, and leave 
the others there. 

" This fair is chiefly to supply the remote tribes 
of the Tchuktchi, the Russian pedlars and mer- 
chants trading along the nearer rivers themselves. 
Each tribe has a chief or toion, three of whom 
came to the fair. They all pay a small tribute to 
the Emperor, but call themselves independent. 
They are distinct from one another, and speak a 
different language, and all so difficult to pronounce, 
that the interpreters are always laid up with sore 
throats three days after the fair has begun. 

"As a nation, these Tchuktehi are much more 
intelligent than the other northern Asiatics, almost 
all of the boys reading and waiting pretty well. 
They are informed of every thing that ta^es place 
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at Irkutsk and Yatusk almost as soon as^ it Iia^ 
happened, and they talk it over just as our village 
politicians do the gossip of the day, 

"Captain Cochrane, by means of interpreters, 
held many conversations with the chiefs. They 
• told him that no land was ever seen to the north 
of their country^ nothing but huge mountains of 
ice for ten months of the year. That during 
August and September the ice is a little broken, 
but not sufliciently so for sbip& to pass- through." 

Uncle RichIrd, " That is bad news for us, if 
ever we go to the Arctic regions ugain. However, 
go .on Tom, lor I am interested with your account 
of these savages." 

Tom. " They are indeed a peculiar race. I am 
going, howevery to close my account of them. In 
some respects they resemble the Esquimaux ; and 
Captain Cochrane is inclined to think that they 
are of American rather than of Asiatic origin. 
They are avaricious, but honest ; they are fond of 
tea •„ and as for tobacco, they eat it, they smoke it, 
they chew it and make snuff of it They are u 
small, but healthy race, and their cc«nplexions are 
fair. Their rein-deer dresses are large and cum- 
bersome, but clean. I must not omit remarking, 
that their large iron kettle, which is their most 
valuable piece of furniture, is called * Cookie,' in 
their language ;. and it is possible that they are so 
called in remembrance of Captain Cook, who first 
supplied them with these kettles. Another singu- 
lar circumstance is tiiis. Large armies of mice are 
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occasionally seen to be moving, and it is supposed 
that they migrate somewhere, but where it is not 
known. All the clothes of the Tchuktchi are em- 
broidered with mouse skin. 

** Captain Cochrane now prepared to return to 
the Kolyma. He took a grateful leave of his kind 
host, who was of the Yukagir nation, and who 
had most hospitjlbly entertained him. This old 
chie^ like most other Asiatics, was a capital chess 
player, while the Tchuktchi laughed at him for 
passing his time so' idly. A light carriage and 
hungry dogs brought him, in two days, back to 
Nishney Kolymskj where he met Baron Wrangel, 
who had already returned from his ezpeditioni 
round Shelatskoy Nosa 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

1KATK8 KAMSOH^TKA WITH HS WIF&p KEACH OKOTBK. WAD BKB- 
BUES. WIMTKB IN BEFTEMBKB. PANOBAMIO VIEW. DIFnCULTT OF 
TRAYBLLZnO; AOOOUNTO OF THX: TAKUTI. YAKUTSK. PARHELIA. 
BABLES IN YfTTIM. MI8SIONABIBS. MINES, HOT BATHS. CHI- 
NESE TOWN. MANUFAOTORIEB AT IKKUT8E. FLOGGFINO FEASANTS*. 
ITOBT GBEBBMBN. I^WOLSK. XKATOBIUNHBaUEa KAZAN. ENTBB 
BUS8IA. 

" nrO take leaTe of Baron Wrangel^ in whom he 
bad fotmd a friend and brother, was very 
melancholy ; but Captain Cbchrane waa anxious to 
begin his trarelling before the ice was likely to 
break up. At the latter end of March, therefore, 
he set out in a narte, drawn by thirteen dogs, ac- 
companied by a Commissary, Cossacks, and Ya- 
kuti. He determined to travel to Okotsk, by the 
direct road^ in opposition to the advice of every one 
at Nishneyy who warned him of the dangers he 
would certainly encounter. His dogs drew him 
eighty miles the first day, and he soon reached 
Sredne, where he was greeted affectionately by hi3 
old Cossack servant, Peter Trechekoff, in whose 
house he lodged. It was a pleasure to him to find 
that the good character he had given this man had 
caused him to be made a sergeant. 

" He spent two days with his old friend, wait- 
ing for a new Cossack, who had been appointed to 
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attend faim; he, poor fdlow, being newly married, 
did not like to go so far from home, and leave his 
young wife, just as the busy fishing season was 
about to begin. He was obliged to submit, how- 
ever, with the promise of being allowed to return 
direct to the Kolyma, and he had the comfort of 
knowing that his wife would be just as well pro- 
vided with her store of fish as if he were at home 
to catch for her. Such is the friendly custom of 
this poor place I 

" A fall into a snow pit was their first adventure. 
Their horses scrambled up the sides of th-e pit and 
ran away, leaving them and the baggage to fare as 
well as they could. They walked on to the next 
yourte, which was about ten miles ofl^ and de- 
spatched people for their horses and baggage. 

"While this was going on, a shamane^ or sor- 
cerer, aflforded abundant amusement to Captain 
Cochrane. A short coat, ornamented with little 
bits of iron, the size of a pen-knife blade, em- 
broidered boots, cap, and gloves, was the peculiar 
dress he wore. He seated himself near the sick 
person whom he was going to cure, smoked a pipe, 
then struck his tambourine, and sung a most mel- 
ancholy song. Then he began to jump about ; and 
he roared and screamed so horribly, and made such 
dreadful faces, that he had every appearance of 
being a madman. He next drew his knife, and 
seemed to plunge it into his body, but no blood ap- 
peared. The fact is, the shamanes are enabled, 
from habitj to draw in that part of the stomach, in 
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which it appears as if the knife were entering. 
He then dismissed the party assembled to hear him 
cast the demon out of the sick man's bod j, and 
told them to come the next day, for that the evil 
one would not obey until a &t mare had been sac- 
rificed to him." 

Uncle Bichahd. *f The bKndnesa arid weak- 
ness of the people in being deodyed by such im- 
postors is most wonderful." 

Tom. " These sorcerers are even more impudent 
than your old friend^ uncle.; for they profess not 
only to cure diseases, but to change the weather, 
give success in hunting, and find stolen things. 

" Verchney Trolymsk, still on the river Kolyma, 
was the next village, and was two hundred and 
fifty miles firom Sredne : here, however, the trav- 
ellers allowed themselves only a day's lest^ and 
again set forth over dreary and desolate wilds^ 
After crossing a mountainous pass, the country on 
one side became more luxuriant, and our travellers 
were supplied with food in a manner quite original. 
The country was full of partridges and hares, and 
the wandering Yakuti had set up multitudes of 
traps for the benefit of other travellers, this condi- 
tion being understood, that they should set the trap 
in their turn. It consists of a log of wood, sup- 
ported by a little wooden fork. The partridges 
touch this fork, and the log instantly fells upon 
them and crashes them. 

" When this charitable supply was at an end^ the 
Cossack suffered much from hunger, not being able 
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to partake of horses' flesh, aiid'ftis guide being al- 
Vnost blind, their journey was not a very merry one ; 
the sno^ was deep, ;and soft,, and the scene most 
dismal. Not a blade of grass or moss for the eye 
to rest upon. 

" The scenery became very magnificent as they 
approached the Lake Boulouktak; but the poor 
homesick Cossack became much worse ; and after 
staying to nurse him five days at a yourte, Captain 
Cochrane was forced to proceed without him, taking 
in his stead a Yakut,^ stupid, gluttonous, lazy fel- 
low, six feet high. With this sorry companion he 
traversed the mountainous paths leading to the 
river Omekou, but they soon got bewildered ; and 
having ascended a E^ejp and slippery rock, and 
slid down a precipice a hundred feet high, they 
would-floon have been lost if the sick Cossack had 
not reached them just at this time, and led them 
into the right path. 

"In this desolate place, however, they were 
obliged to pass the night after supping upon horse 
flesh ; but when morning came,- the grand puzzle 
was, how to ascend the mountain. It was so slip- 
pery that the Cossack and himself were obliged to 
creep up the sides, cutting and hacking the ice 
with hatchets, to get some kind of footing. Then 
they made a long string of leathern thongs, and 
dragging up the baggj^e, let it down the opposite 
side. But how to get their horses up, they could 
not devise. The poor creatures accustomed to all 
manner of dangerous travelling were very tame 
25 ' V 
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and tractable, and with hard labour got to the mid- 
dle of the ascent, but they could get no ferther, 
the fatigne was too great, and they vrepe forced 
down again, and reached the bottom in a miserable 
state. The situation of the whole party was terri- 
ble, they had been without fire, and the horses 
without food for two days, and the greedy Yakut 
grumbled at his hard work and poor fere, not hav- 
ing been allowed more than twenty pounds of meat 
a day. 

" As their iuggage and •edding had been re- 
moved, they passed the night in a wretched state. 
The two next days they succeeded in passing over 
the horses they wished to take with them, and kill- 
ing one for food, they again started. But they had 
lost five fine travelling days, and they paid dear for 
this unlucky accident. 

"The weather was now beaoming mild and 
pleasant, and the country often abounded with 
game, but the little rivers were breaking up, and 
they were often obliged to wade through them. 
Their Yakut giant, who thought only of eating, 
become very careless and saucy, and the Cossack 
was forced to bring him back to subjection by a 
good flogging. They left him at last, and travel- 
ling as fast as possible, soon came to the beautiful 
valley of the Omekon, where a Yakut prince gave 
them half a rein-deer, and, what was the greatest 
treat to Captain Cochrane, tea and milk. 

"Two or three of these princes accompanied 
him to the yourte of the Yakut Prince of Oraekon, 
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Peter Gotossop, where the hospitable reception he 
met with, and his bed of rein-deer skins, rewarded 
him for his suJBferings and toils* 

" The rich valley of the Omekon is filled with 
cattle and horses, the latter of which are so much 
prized by the Yakuti, that they will not let them be 
loaded, scaroely ridden on; in fact^ Uiey are al- 
most kept for show. The beautiful scenery, the 
clean yourtes with their hospitable inhabitarnta, the 
good fare, and happy look of this valley, might well 
have tempted our wesury traveller to have remained 
there, and the natives united their warm persua- 
sions to prevent him from continuing his perilous 
journey. 

" But he was resolute, and he set out in search 
of the Tongousians, from whom he hoped to get 
a supply of rein-deer. He fell in with them at 
last, and sending a herald to their chief. Prince 
Shoumielc^, he was received by him in full state. 
His dress was a black suit of velveteen, a cocked- 
hat, a sword, with medals in abundance hanging 
from his neck. These empty honours had been 
sent him in exchange for his property. Formerly 
he was rich, and called many thousands of rein- 
deer his own ; now he is poor and has but a few 
hundred. He is obliged to live upon fish, which 
the rein-deer Tongousian considers a hardship. 

" After much persuasion and a few glasses of 
vodka, he agreed to. provide Captain Cochrane 
with Tein-deer to take him to OkotBk, and he said 
be would accompany him himself. 
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" The rein-deer are caught as the Mexicans 
catch their bullocks. A man mounted on a well 
trained rein-deer, takes in his hands a long line 
formed into a noose at the end. He gallops quickly 
past, the wild rein-deer, throws the -noose over its 
horns, and thus secures him. 

" With fifty fine rein-deer and the prince as 
his guide, they left the valley, but the snow rapidly 
melting, made the travelling so fatiguing, that many 
of the poor rein-deer died of &tigue. The prince 
was very angry, and threatened to leave the party. 
The difficulty of passing the mountains increased, 
more rein-deer died, and the others were weak and 
exhausted. In fact, after some few quarrels with 
the prince^ who attempted to cheat him in no very 
princely manner, they all returned to the Omekon, 
and Captain Cochrane was obliged to procure 
horses to take him on towards Okotsk. 

"After a long and dangerous journey they 
reached the ford over the Okota river. The 
stream was about twenty yards across^ the horses 
and baggage passed in safety to the opposite shore, 
and as they were puzzled how to get at a canoe 
which was fastened there, he fastened a rope round 
his body and swam over, and returned with it, to 
the great gratitude of his companions. 

"Hunger and fatigue were their portion for 
many days: sometimes they had a partridge be- 
tween four; at others, only a few berries. They 
set to work, and felled timber to construct a raft; 
upon this they embarked with their baggage. 
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*^This raft was so ingenious, that it deserves 
notice. About ten logs of trees fifteen feet long 
composed the body Of it; they were crossed by 
five others, and two to make a seat for the person 
who took care of the baggage. The logs were 
fastened together by leather thongS) and appeared 
strong enough to encounter a good thump. Other 
logs were made into oars to steer with, the Captain 
himself being steersman. They had some difficulty 
in hauling this concern into the middle of the 
stream, but when once it was so, it floated along so 
rapidly, that tiiev were almost giddy when they 
passed the trees and rqcks. No accident however 
happened, and they were in hopes of getting to 
Okotsk to breakfest, when lo ! on turning a comer, 
a large tree growing out into the river, with its 
branches jutting out in all directions, threatened 
them with certain wreck. The Cossack and Ya- 
kut crossed themselves. Captain Cochrane quietly 
watched : they struck, and the raft rebounded and 
was upset The two men, however, were able to 
keep hold of it, and it drifted them in safety down 
the stream to an island. Captain Cochrane clung 
to a branch of the tree, his body under water, head 
and hands only above. He made an effi)rt and 
sprang upon the top of the tree, the branch broke 
and he fell down into the water, and was likewise 
carried by the current to the island. 

"Here then they were all safely landed, but 
in a most terrible plight, separated by a rolling 
channel from the side of the river they were 
25* 
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anxious to reach, without any means of reaching 
it." 

Uncle Richard. " Necessity is the mother of 
invention, and sailors have always a thousand re- 
sources, which you land-people who live in quiet 
ease at home, hare no idea ot I have no doubt 
your traveller hit upon some very ingenious mode 
of extricating himself Tom." 

Tom. "You shall bear. He first of all got 
some dry clothes, and warmed himself by exercise. 
Then to save the baggage and raft was "his next 
care, and in that he succeeded. Night was ap- 
proaching, and he felt sure that if they remained 
in the island they might be washed over, nor could 
he venture to launch the raft in the dark. He 
walked to the end of the island, and there he found 
a tree which had fallen from the river side, nearly 
half way across the narrowest part of the stream. 
The current was so strong, between the island and 
the tree, that it would have been madness to have 
attempted to swim, and therefore he resolved to 
build a bridge." 

Charles. " A bridge, Tom, why how could he 
build a bridge in one day, without stones, bricks, or 
mortar ?" 

Tom. " He did though, and you shall hear how 
he managed it He fetched the logs which re- 
mained from the broken raft and his baggage to the 
spot opposite the tree. Four of his heaviest lug- 
gage bags he fastened together, and put them* into 
the water; to these he fastened two lo^, which 
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did not however reach the tree. He walked along 
this bridge carrying with him two other logs which 
he fastened to the end. One more log completed 
his bridge which no^ reached the tree. Over this 
slender bridge the Oossack followed him, and they 
both reached the opposite shore in safety : nothing, 
however, could induce the Yakut to trust his body 
upon it. 

"Captain Cochrane therefore returned to him, 
and cutting up a leather bag, he made a long line, 
one end of which he threw over the river to the 
Cossack, and fastened the other to the island. He 
then collected his logs and made them into a small 
rafl, which, having a line fast to each end of it, the 
Yakut was drawn safely over by the Cossack, and, 
by means of the other line, Captain Cochrane drew 
it back in order to follow. 

"In crossing over himself, however, the raft 
upset, and he got a good ducking. He managed 
to keep hold of the raft and was dragged out, but 
in so cold a state, that his clothes resembled a coat 
of ice. 

"All this was accomplished by ten o'clock at 
night, and you may suppose the party were quite 
cheery, when, by means of flint and steel, they had 
the benefit of a blazing fire. But in fact there was 
now almost as much danger of being l;)urnt to death 
as there had been of their starving, for the w6ods 
and the grass were so dry, that the flames spread 
till the whole forest was in a blaze. 

"This immense fire however had one good 
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effect, wfaioh wfts, to tempt the other Yakut guide 
to swim his horses over the river to join the party, 
which was a most seasonable arrival, as, from the 
great scarcity of food, the Yakmti would have been 
unable to return to their own country without* 

** They spent the night in drying their clothes, 
and preparing for the next day's journey, and 
at length, after being five days with no food but a 
few berries, th^y reached the abode of a Yakut 
prince, in a small island of the Okota, from whom 
they got a small supply of horse flesh, which they 
now considered a dainty. 

^^He entered Okotsk next morning, where his 
haggard appearance, his frost-bitten face, long red. 
beard, and long hair, excited the astcmishment and 
pity of all who saw him. He Was received with 
kindness by the chief, Captikin TJshinsky, and felt a 
degree of pride ai having at length, after so many 
perils and escapes, reached the shores of the North 
Pacific Ocean, 

" Captain Ushinsky told him that he had been 
long expected at Okotsk, but that when he had 
. heard that he was gone from Yakutdc to the Ko- 
lyma, he gave him up for lost." 

Uncle Richard. " No wonder, I think ; and 
yet I am inclined to think, that where a man has 
strength of body, foresight, and a quick invention, 
he may travel with greater safety in any country 
than is generally imagined." 

Tom. "At Okotsk, Captain Cochrane formed 
the resolution of returning to Europe, after he bad 



1 



1 

^ 

1 



DESCRIPTION OF OKOTSK. 297 

first visited Kamschatka ; but you must not imagine 
• uncle, that it was a fear of the difficulties or dangers 
of the enterprize that brought him to this determi- 
nation. These were his reasons : 

"In the first place there was no ship going 
from Okotsk to America during the course of 
that year; in the second, the Eussian Govern- 
ment had fitted out two expeditions, in neither of 
which he was allowed to go, for the purpose of 
making similar discoveries to what he had proposed 
to himself. He was ignorant of these expeditions 
when he set out, but they rendered his own useless. 

" Having thus arranged his future plans, he got 
himself respectably dressed in blue trowsers and 
great coat, and with his beard and hair some- 
what lessened, he once more looked like a human 
being. 

** Okotsk is a small town, and having lately been 
removed from the sea-shore, is scarcely finished ; 
it will be a neat place when completed, and is a , 
d6p6t for the American trading company. There 
is a great deal of shipping going on, and salt works 
at which the convicts labour. There is litjtle soci- 
ety in the place, but it is rapidly improving under 
Captain Ushinsky, who studies to improve the con- 
dition of the natives, and to do away the old and 
barbarous customs of the place." 

If* 
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CHAPTER XIX. 



OONGLXJBIOH. 



" A ND now, Uhd^ what have you to say to a 
year in Kamschatka among the refuBie of 
Bussia; piok-pockets, thieves, and criminals of all 
kinds, who are banished from Bossia to this second 
Bdtany Bay ? 

'* Captain Oochmn« was too restless and ad- 
venturous to stay long in so dull a place as 
Okotsk, and after a safe voyage of fourteen days, 
reached the harbour of St. Peter and St. Paul's on 
the south-ea^ coast of the long peninsula of Kam- 
schatka. 

**Here he had the delight of meeting some 
of his own country people, and passed two months ') 

most happily. Here, too, he had leisure to fall in I 

love!" J 

Uncle Bighard. "And was the lady a Kam- I 

schadafe?" , i 

Tom. "Yes, indeed, uncle, and it ended in J 

marriage, but not till he made the tour of Kam- i 

schatka, through which you must follow him, or at 
least you must listen to the observations he made, 4 

for as at this time he travelled with a comfortable 
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set-out of dogs and attendants through a countrji 
wild indeed, but sprinkled with Bussians, "he had 
not many adrentures to relate. 

** Throughout the whole of the peninsula of 
Kamschatka runs a magnififcent chain of mountains. 
J% is intercepted too by rivers and lakes, which are 
impassable except in winter, and prevent the na- 
tives from holding any communication with one 
another. Winter occupies one half the year, 
though these are mild compared with those in Si- 
beria. In summer, heavy rains and fogs make it 
very unpleasant, and, though plenty of wood, there 
is but little cultivation. 

"Their furs are the greatest riches the Kam- 
schadales can boast o^ and next to these their dogs, 
who do all the work that our usefiil horses do for 
,us. They are rough-looking, h\fX most ss^acious 
animals, resembling a common house-dog. They 
have abundance of game and fish, and whales, which 
have been killed by the sword-fish, for the sake as 
it is supposed of their tongue, are found dead upon 
their shores. 

*' The natives live in neat Bussian villages, and 
have mostly been baptized. They are still drunken 
and servile, though good-natured, and strikingly* 
hospitable. In winter they keep to their old fur 
clothing, but in summer they dress in nankeens, 
and most of them wear a shirt. The women wear 
a Bussian head-dress : and in fact, being supplied 
with every thing they can want by the Bussian. 
pedlars, they now live just like Bussian peasants; 
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But still they are improvident to a degree, and will 
part with their most valuable furs for a glass of ^ 
spirits, and place the same reliance now upon their 
priests, which they formerly did upon their sor- 
cerers, i 

" The present chief. Captain Eickord, is doing 
much for the comfort and welfare of the colony, and 
some future governor will, perhaps, rescue these -^ 
poor fellows from their servile state. 

" After a tedious and unsatisfactory journey, 
Captain Cochrane returned to St. Peter's and St. *j 
Paul's where his marriage was soon after solem- l 

nized, with much greater parade than if it had j 

taken place in England ; and, added to his many | 

singular adventures, it was not the least, that he I 

should be the first Englishman who had married a J 

Kamschadale, and his wife should be the first Kam- ^ | 
schadale female who had ever visited England. 

" At Okotsk they made preparations for a six 
weeks' journey to Yakutsk, and joined a caravan 
of a hundred horses. His wife had never seen a 
horse before in her life, and was dreadfully fright- 
ened at first mounting one. The dangers she had 
to encounter were in fact very great. She was 
thrown from her horse on the banks of the Urak 
Eiver, and lay without speaking for twelve hours. 
There were six ladies in the caravan, which moved 
but slowly along ; and the &tigue of the journey 
was such that many horses died. This grieved 
,the Yakuti guides more than their own sufiferings. 
Out of thirteen for his own use. Captain Cochrane 
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only saved one horse, and was obliged to supply 
their places with oxen. 

" After this terrible journey, they reached Ya- 
kutsk on the 1st of October. 

" The Yakuti people are of Tartar origin, and of 
a light cx)pper complexion. They are terrible glut- 
tons, and live mostly upon horse-flesh, breeding 
vast quantities of those animals in their pastures. 
The poorer kind dress in horse-skins, the richer in 
those of rein-deer. Their yourtes are ibrmed of 
wooden planks, filled up with grass, earth, and 
dung, and blocks of transparent ice serve as win- 
dows. The fire-place is in the centre, and is formed 
by sticks propped up. Each family has a separate 
hut, which, however, is strongly scented from the 
cow-house, which always joins the yourte. They 
have a much greater variety of kitchen utensils 
than the other Asiatic savages ; and the richer ones 
use a tea-urn ; but none of them ever use plates, 
but eat in the Esquimaux fashion, filling their 
mouths quite full, and then cutting off the piece of 
meat close to their mouths. They drink warm 
melted butter to finish their meal, and smoke a pipe 
of tobacco by way of dessert. 

" They bade adieu to the Lena Eiver, on whose 
course, which is three thousand miles, there are 
but two towns situated, and came to Irkutsk, where 
they made a long stay, enjoying their first taste of 
good society. From this place Captain Cochrane 
made a tour to the precincts of the Chinese empire, 
but I do not think, uncle, that he saw any thing of 
26 
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interest besides what I related to you when hewa« 
there- before. He returned to Irkutsk, and fix>m 
thence pursued his former route to lomskj Tobolsk, 
K^Dgour, Perme, and Kazan. Prom thence he 
entered Bussia, not as he had left it, on foot and 
alone, but travelling comfortably, in a cart suitable 
to the country he was in, and with his wife. He 
reached Moscow, put up at the London Hotel, and 
had leisure to look about him and enjoy himself.'V 
Uncle Eichard. " Indeed, Tom, your pedes- 
trian traveller ends his pilgrimage most gloriously, 
and at all events has brought back more wealth 
than be took with him." 
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